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use of the holy Scriptures, particularly among lhcithc holy Scripture, thatindicated above by St Jerom
larty ; and from the facts which we have mentioned will be tound of utility.

above, in connexion with the actual limited cireula | We have re.narked that an essential disposition in
tion of the Bible in all Catholic countries, it is tnami-the use of the sacred bouks, is a spirit of humility, or
fest thal she desires the word of God to be cnitivuwd’of'docility and submission to the authorative decla-
by the faithful atlarge.  If they have recourse to it rations o! the church,  The object to be attmned by
with the requisite dispositions, they cannot fusl to de-lthis exercise is not the forn.ation of our religious be-
rive the most signal advanteges from its sublime lief, or the discovery of new articles of fuith, but the
teachings. But they should never forget that the, confirmation of the truths which the church of God
first an 1 most essential preparation of heart for the has transmitted from uge to age, and an encourage-
beneficial reading the Bible in a spirit of humility,!ment to practise with constancy the duties inculca-
which will lead them to mustrust their own judgment!ted by the Author of Christianity, and which are
in ali eases of a doubtful or perplexing nature, andimore spedificelly defined by its duly authorized min-
to interpret the sacred page in that sense only whichiisters. When the saered writings are resorted to with
is admitted by the pastors of the church. St Jetom!this disposition, they cannot fatl to nouris! the faith
writing to Kustochium, says: ©If you meet withjand piety of the Christian, beceuse it ban.. _sallthe
any passage which yon do not understand, consuit|perplexities which may arise from a spiiit of curiosity
some persor whose mature age, virtuous hfe andlor a presumptuous confidence in his own lights.
narity of faith, may render him more competent to| The most intricate difficulties will then make no dan-
:xplain it; and if yon haye not the oppurtumsty ol gerous impression upon his mind, because, as Fene-
doing this, it is much better to remain unenlightenedilon observes,

on the subjeet, than 1o extend your investigations all  « When men sincerely and piously believe that the

the risk of talling into error.” i : : .

ey . ¢ d is deeply mys -
To facilitate the understanding of the sacced vo- !word >fb?o d p{) S”teflous’ and !b.ere}ﬁ?m m_]
lume, we will observe that the Scripture, particulasly penetravle to our feeble reason, they in this case

the Old Testament has frequently two sigpilications, listen with docility to their pastors explaining and
the hiteral and the spiritual.  Speaking of the ancient justifying snch passages of the sucred textas aredif-
é‘i“‘; ﬂllid the 8\;8!':?. Wh;Ch ;-Ta?i{’l"eﬁi am?‘ngl‘dhcg:, ficult and perpleaing < they turn their whole atten-
- Paul says : “ Allisrelated of Abrabam,” addsStor . (L incinles which serv o

: s , ; t siples hserve as a key t
Austin, “ wes both fact and prophecy.” Abel, for’ ™" SC princip T Key e

instance, put to death his brother, foreshadowed uw:tlxe truth; they are diffident in themselves, and even

crucifix of Christ by his own people. Joseph also, timidly careful not to indulge too far either thair cu-

who, after having been sold by his brethren, became riosity or their 1esonings. They are experienced di-
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ﬂ}eghbgne.aﬂ:tor during a time Ofﬁulnmc’: \H;_S o l‘é”;f,rectors; and they read it alen in .he spirit of the

ho w scipl 10 . . .

o rist, who was seld by a treachsrous di ep ¢ church itself. Conducted by the same pasims of

the Jews, and by his death be became the Savicur of “°77=0 =% . ‘s e th b they read

them and of all manking. The prophets, in furetel- Chrstiar. wisdom, they pray still:. -2 th n theyread.

ling future events, seractime wakes use of language:convinced that prayer, beyond ev.ry other panciple,

which expresses a past or present time.  Thus Isutal.jest opens to us the know.edge of 1ruth.”

\ : pastorp P &

in alluding to the sufferiags of our Lord, employsy To { Continucd.

these words : ¢ Surely he hath borre our infirnuties,.

and carried our sorrow =, and we bave thought bit,, as, * Mr. Mawiand, an Avghoar divine, i1 his = Dark Ages,” has

e e . . - e €3 _ victoriously refuted the calumnies of R jevtson and othe: wnters
it were a leper, and as one struck b.y (xod .and aﬁh?tk)m vt contended. in app oSttion 1 ot rest evidenes  that ie
ed. But he was wounded for our iniquities, he Was Riple was searcely known in the m we ~os  See, a0, Dulis
bruisea for our sins,” &c. It should be observed:;-';“';;fl;“"" i, p- 367, and vol. ¥, p. 3 1s, for 2 .0 Cathohe versivns of
also, that every passage of the Scripture v hicit can-it 1o Bable. o
not, in the literal sense, be referred tomatters of faith, 1 The original lan mages of the litu “gics hay 2 heen retuned evers
I itv. shou " . fourative where sn the Catho' ¢ chiurch ¢ithe a. . and -est, thougi they an
or morality, should be understood in a hguralive, ., generally onderstocd by the respe “five nations that ns

sense. This rule is clearly mentioned by St. Austin. theselitaraies.  Such is the ~aseamong the wreeks, the Nesionan®,
and cautions the reader of the sacred text againsl thic the Armenizns, ana others, nct less thar . ihe Latm chareh.  As

. . . K ithe aturgy is, i grear part performed in an ipaudable tone by the
literal interpretation of such expressions, as seem 0 s fovine mipssier. 1t 13 2 mi ter of ind fitrence whether he uses &

attribute to God the passions of men, of 10 “UPPOSC|tangaage not intelligible to ihe peonle. Luther himself admitted
him endowed with corporal faculties. Before enter-jthis, and the Anghean churc acwed upon ilic same principle in pre-

: : : e o Iseribing a form of worship for the Irish people.  The wi dom of the
ing upon the readmg of the Bible n:’e”’ it would be‘(‘,n‘.iml?c churck:. i this pon.t of her diesspT.rc. is obvious 0 ail re-

well, cspccially for young persons, t0 peruse SOMC flecung minds : no anpartial eritic ean obyect to it. when he consi-

work which may serve as an introduction to it, by ders the nocessity ¢f guarding the mx.rg;:; .‘ron; the inﬁucnclc of the

"t ~ : s e fluctuations so characterstie of the medern languages. It :s bug
3“ "?g a generul outhne.ox dle Subjec"s trealc.d in u“‘“ust. t00, that a church which isun'versal in her faith and worship,
inspired books. Fleury's Historical Catechism andishould possess 2 unisersal language.  The practical aduantages of
Challoner's History of thc Old and New Testament,;such o disciphae are :mportant, while the otjection oroed against it
with Milner's Summary. may profitably serve for this b Pretestants e aitogether removed by the iact, that tho iaity have
4 ary, yp ¥ =.the substance or a translation of the lturgs in tuc yveraacular

purposc. As to the order to be followed in reading. tongue.




