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THE WAR.

Tie black war cloud which has so
long hung upon the horizon, has at
last. burst, and two Christlan nations
,ATe now pouring out the vials of their
wrath upon each other, and each is
doing its best, or rather worst. to
shed the blood of the subjects of the
opposing power. This is the first war
which has  occurred between two
Christ!an powers, save such petty
strifes #s the South American coun-
tries have fadulged in, since the Fran-
co-Prussian war. To all right thinking
persons the civilized world over, this
war must be a cause of serious con-
cern. It is a most lamentabvle thing,
from whatever way it Iy viewed. It
1s nothing less than a blow at civiliza-
tlon. The wheels of civilization and
Christian progress have been turned
backward—how far only the future
will tell. Next to defeat in war, the
greatest evil which a nation could be
called upon to endure is victory. Pos-
sibly in somk cases the greater evil
may fall upon the victor. In this very
case it 1s doubtful if the United States
will not be the grepter sufferer from
the war, though there Is hardly any
roomy for doubt but that she will be
victor.

But the war is on and there is little
use of mornlizing over the situation
now. Wrath and hatred are having
their full playy. Neutrals-can only ex-
press thelr sympathy for those who
are tound to suffer. Canadians, and
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the British people generally, will sym-
pathize with the United States In
this horrible affatr. At the sam2 time
there Is much that can be sald to lead
to symputhy with Spafin.  There s
first that natural sympathy which is

ulways felt with the  weak-
er  contestant, whether the com-
bat  be UVetween a small  boy

and g large one, or between a power-
ful nation and a feoble state. In
titls case the disparity in power and
resources s so great, that the strug-
gle can hardly fall to evoke much
sympathy for Spain. Another reason
for sympathy with Spuin is the lact
shot the United States Is clearly the
osgirressor,  nviwithstanding  that
Spain made important concessions. A
third point is, that tho resources of
diplomagcy were not exliausted at the
time the decision was arrived at at
Wasghington that nothing short of stio
expulsion of Spain from Cuba would
suffice. Indeed, it seems from an {m-
partial study of the case, that this
war is altogether unneccessary. Spain
uppeared to be willing to give up
everything but he name, in this
Cuban affair. She appeared to e
willing to grant tho Cubans practical
independence, retaining  ouly nome-
fnal sovereignty such as appertains in
the relations of Canada to Great Brit-
ain. I the United States had ac-
cepted some such arrangement as this
and had co-operated with Spain in en-
deayoring to carry it into effect, giv-
Ing the Cuban insurgents to under-
stand that they could expect no sym-
pathy unless they accepted the siwua-
tion, peace and order would no doubt
hove been soon restored. Under such
an arrapgement the United States
would hayve been able to do humani-
tarian work to & thousand times bet-
ter advantage than Ly declaring war.
Autonomy’ would no doubt have been
better for the Cubans themselves shan
independence, and at any rate it would
haye prepared them for complete inde-
pendence later on. Cuban independ-
enco without some strong outside con-
trol, would &imply mean anarchy
and riot. The United States
will beo morally bound to
maintain  order in Cuba, after
tho Spaniards are driven cut
until the people become competent to
govern themselves.

The course taken more recently by
the United Staites in this trouble docs
not seem creditible to the justice,
good scnse and peace loving disposi-
tion of our neighbors. Latterly the
people of the United States, or at
least a large portion of them, seem
to have abandoned reason. Nothing
but blood would seem to appease
them. This feeling, which Jras devel-
oped so rapldly since the Maine dis-
aster, would lead to the conclusion
that the war has really been brought
about by this lamentable occurrence,
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rathier than on humanitarian grounds.
A large section of tle press and many
politiclans have used the Malne dis-
aster continually to arouse hatred
againgt €pain and force tho mation
into war. At the same time nothing
could be moro unjust than a war oun
thig account. It Is not at all clear
yet what led to the explosion which
destroyed the Maine. Spain'’s offer to
have an Investigation by foreign ex-
perts, and to settlo the question of
ligbility by arbitration, was qll that
any nation could do under liko circum-
gtances.

It is true tho most Important con-
cessions offered bv fpain came late,
but that should not have provented
their acceptance. Mhe people of tho
United States may deceive themsolves
in their talk of hwmanitarian mo-
tives, but the world will not be de-
ceived thereby. The creation of o
vastly greater evil for the suppression
of a lessor one, is not the way to
move on humanitarian lines. Certainiy
the most humanitarian and best ele-
ment of the people were not tho ones
who were shouting for war. The
noigy, demagogic olement, who have
suceeeded in forcing the war, were
probably influenced more by pas-
sion, and revenge at the supposed de-
struction of the NMaine by Spanish de-
sign than by lumanitarian views.

As for Spain, her record is bad, Her
history is black with cruelty, blood-
shed and treachery. There will be
few to mourn her complete expulsion
from the western world. The grent
cause for regret is that this expulsion
has to be brought about by 2 demoral-
lzing war, when it might have bLeen
attained in a peaceful and more hon-
orable way. Whilo we sympathize
with our neighbors, we cannot over-
look the fact that there is much that
has been harsh and unreasonable in
their comnduct, and that instead of
trying to bring about the passifica-
tion of Cuba by peaceful methods, - o
Jarge section of the press and people
iabored rather to force on the war in
which they aro now engaged.

PREMIER GREENWAY'’S
RAILWAYS.

The unseemly haste displayed in thue
adoption of Premier Greenway's rail-
way policy, by tlhe Manitoba legis-
lature, cannot bo considered otherwise
than a‘matter for regret. A biil
involving an chormous liability upon
tha province, in proportion to its re-
sources, lias bheen introduced and
rushed through the house before even
the people of Winnipeg have had time
to think of tho measure. As for the
pooplo of the province in goneral, the
bill was passed before the majority
ol them would have heard of the pro-
posals at all. It does seem unwise
that such an important measgure should
have been 80 hastily disposed of,




