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VTHE COMMEBRCIAT,

British Golumbia Fisheries,
Inspector of Fiahweries McNab, in an in-
terview with 'he Victuria Culuuist ropre-
sontative, hiai cstunated tho tutul salinuu
pack uf the Fraser and Northern rivers of

British Culumbia at bstweon dY9,uw0 and-

600,000 cases. ‘Tho Northern pack can be
calculated very closely as, with two or throo
exceptions, the official voturns are.1n; but
tho official .oturns of the I°raser river ara
not yet to hand, aud till they are tho esti-
mate of tho canners themselves must bo
taken as rather ander thian over the mark,
as tho experience of other years has provan,
It is therefore quite probable that when the
cohoo season i3 closed the pack will reach
somewhat over 600,000, ‘T'he Northern pack
in detail is as follows-

SKEENA RIVER,
No. of Cases.

Northern Pacific Canning Co.. ..... 10,000
Anpglo British Columbian........... 12.000
Reyal Canadian Packing Co ........ 10,810
Balmoral Canning Co............. 12,000
Skeena Packing Co .... ........... 11.000
Windsor Canning Go . . 10.000
Tuvornes: Cannety . ...oovvieen vnnes 11.120
Staudard Packing Co............ ... 10,500
Carlisle Canuing Co ceeee 18.600

Total civveiniiimonniiniiiiines 101,000

RIVERS INLET.

Good Hope Cannery...... .... .... 80 900
Bruvewick Caunery Co...ovvennna.. 17.500
Wannuck Packing Co..........en.. 20,400
Victoria Canunery ..... . . ...... 13.93%
Rivers Iulet Canuvery 26 409

Total teieii ittt i neeees 108,275
Alert Bay Canning Co.............. 2,555

Lowe Iulat Cauuing Co. (sstimate ... 10,000
Namu Harbor Cauving Co  (csti-
4,000

mated) io.iiiiiir teieneeneas

West Coast — Xiayoquot Sound Co.
I RO

«e 20,000

(eantmatd). .... . .....
Naas Rivur (1stumated).......... ..

This makes a grand t.tal for the Narthern
canveries of 219.850 cases.  Mr. MeNab's
catimate of the Fraser pack is 85u.000 cases
or over. This bringz the toral conservative
eatumated pack of Briish Columtia up to
569830. 1o satisfactorily cumpare this
year's pack with tho last threo years it is
necessary to separato the Fraser river from
the Northern pack, aund it will be scon that
whi'e tho Fraser pack h 8 been diminisking
the Northerti pack has been increasing, aud
it is the Northern pack that makes this ** off
year tho unexpected big year :

Cases,

199§ Nme ivar o 1L L 57 570
TOtal «uerenenevennnnn 670.205
Nerthern vack..ooovie. ... 128 HGG

1891 %Frascx' ................... 363,566
Total .c.ieivnniiennnnnnns E.’::’:

1895 {iranor oo L8 030
TOtal «nvenenenrereseens 603.095

1895 {Nerthern pack..... «......219.850

{Fraser testimated) ... .. - S5U,000

Total coivee crivinieens 399,830

Mr. MeNab's theary « ¢ tho splendid yearly
increase in the Narthern pack i« that though
the fish bha-2 always been there they are
more diffi-uit *¢ net than in tho Fruser
owing to zlear vater. ete.  In addition the
numbsr of fishermeu is iucroasiog cach year,
they are constavtly spreading and fi-hing
further outside, Tho iuspector confesses

that he was very much surprised a% tho big
catch this year owing to its being an histori-
cal off year. Thero has, it is true, been a
dechino 1 the Fraser ca ch sinép 1843, but
nothing like the sliding gcals uf provivas uff
years, “I'ho tuta! pack fuur years previous
to 1898was 76000 cases aud four years
pravious to that 68,000, If the hatchery is
tho cause the more the merrier.

In tnis coanection Mr, M:Nab has re-
carved word that there wiil be no appropria-
twn made this year for hatcheries, but that
next seasun two new hatcherios witl be buitt
—ane ou the Fraser aud onoup North. ‘The
prosent hatchery will accommedate §,500.-
000 ova, but there might be trouvle in got-
ting so many, as th 8 year tho water in the
small creeks has been very low, and ho
fearad that the usual bumber of gravid
salmon had not spawad in the old spawning
grouuds, although he could not auswer for
what had taken place earlier in, the saason.
Tais fast might affect next seacon’s ran as
stated, but he would pot give au opiuion.
If the expectod big y10ld 1847 did not come
up w expectation this would no doub: be
ventured as a reason. There are now
thirty-five cauneriv on tbe Fraser and
twouty up North—a total of fifey-five. Mr,
MceNab thought, as ton more were spoken of
for the Fraser aud saveral more for the
North, that there was a pussibility of over-
doing things It was easier to increase ghe
number of canuneries than the number of
salmon  S:me years there might not be
euough salmon to go ar und.

THE STURGEON FISHERY.

Mr. McNab said there wero not so many
sturgevu caught nuw as three years ago, but
that the preseut seasou was far better than
last. ‘The stuigeon industry ouly commenced
threo years ago and as there were no restric-
tions, an American company were having
thiugs all their owy way in Wesuniuster,
and would ‘have fi-hid out the river with
sinkers aud fluats 10 keop it off the bottom
and hooks ruuning a few inches apart the
eutire length of the line. so that the big fish
cou'd not get under the huo without bung
pricked whon they woéuld flounder aund be
hoosed at onco in a dozen places. Accurding
to the now regualatious mets with 12 inch
mesh must bo used. or, if lines sre used,
there can bo bhut <ix hooks to each lina four
fect apart  Thereis a market for all the
sturgeon caught at good prices. which hea
tempted many people into sturgeon fishing,

Railway Buliing in China.

The recent war with Japan scoms to have
done good to China, as that countryis mak-
ing more progress now. The strugzlo be-
tweon British and French, or Russ »-French,
syndic.ws—competing for ratlway and other
public works coutracts in China—i3 being
waged. Tho French, on the whole, saysa
Loudon press telegram, * scemn to bo getting
the best of it. The Pckin givernmont, =ze-
cording to advices received in Toudon and
Paris, besides assunting to the construction
of a rarrow-gauge single hno from Tang-
chow to the Lunq:tin frontier, whero it will
join the French liue, have given tho Russo-
French syudicats con'ricts for a projected
trunk line botween Haukow aud Canton,
Nominally this big enterprise will be carried
out by native coutractors, but with French
muney aud by Fronch engincers. Ten civil
aud railway cngiacers bavc jast lelt Paris
fur the case in couucction with thess con-
tracts. Oa the B.iush side contracts have
boen gecured for railway extensinon from Tien
Tsin to Pokin. German and Unised States

pivato enterprises in fthe now development
of China aro not heard of,? :

WALKER HOUSE.

The irost cons enlontly located Ilotel in Toronto
One 8Block from Union 'Raliway Dopor
A firstclass Fandly and Commcereial Hotse

Termms from $2 a day
DAVID WALKER, Proprietor,

Corner York and Frant Sts, TORONTO, Ont.

AUSTIN & ROBERTSON,

WHOLESALE STATIONERS,
MONTREAY;

Doaler~ tn all Classes of .
Writings and Printings,

Linens, Ledger and Bond Papers.
& Quntatione and Sampleson Applicasion. B3

Pai'tner Wanted.

Wanted in an established and growing
jobbing and retail business, a partner wit
business energy and some business experieaco
sufficient to manago the commercial part of
the business, while tho subscriber manages
tho practical part. A capital of atout $3.000
vecessary To the proper party, the opening
is an exceptionally good one.

Apply by lotter addressed to

PARTNER P 2., Commercial Office, Winnipeg

Wm. Ferguson,

—WHOLRYALR~—

Wines, Liquars and Gigars

Rth Street. Brandon

Robin, Sadier & Haworth

—MANTUFACTURES OP—

LEATIOER
BELTING

MONTREAL and TORONTO.

WISGONSIN CENTRAL

YIANES.

LATHSYT ©IMEB CARD.

Daily Through Trains.

1245 pmy 6 25 pm,Lv. dinneapalis Ar. S.00am 49073
1.25 pmj 7 l.'.pmil.\'. M. Paul Ary SO'am, 407D
4.08pay;lv,  Duluth  Ar,1110sm:
T 15pmity. Astland At | SiSam
0. 6am. Ar  Chicazo Lv

¢ 15am 5 Opm-Ini"pm

Tickete 914 and haggage checked thtough <o
pov ts tn the Unitea States and Lenada,

Close connection made In Chucago waith all trans caing
East v ~outh,

For {ok mformation apply to yout nearesi tid  agen
or

JAS. O, POND,
Gen, Pass. Agt, Milwavkes, W

-




