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Toronto Dry Goods Trade.

Wa think it is rather a misfortune to the
trade when wo have to report that foreign goods
ara now being passed through tho customs and
duty being piid so many months beforo they
are actualiy required, but this is the case, and
wo desiro to point out to the trade tho ser-
ious loss of intorest as well as risk of decline
in prico involved in this modo of doing business,
We contond, and wo think with fairness, that
the house does bost for its customers which has
tho nowest and freshest goods, and it is much
tho safest houso to buy from, Big stocks of
old and shop.worn goods are undesirablo at any

vice. This applics not only to the wholesale

ut also to tho retail trade, Travellers who
avo coming in to st out their samples re.
port a fairly satisfactory state of things
throughout the countrz generally, both as re-
garca the stocks on hand and as regards the
prospects of their beiog disposed of to the
consumer.

Mousy continues diffi.ult to get. Still notes
maturjog are fairly met, and prospeots in this
direotion are reassucing.

Prices of various kinds of goods are remain-
ing romarkably firm, anud upon the whole the
trade is to be congratulated upon tho prospects,

Woollens are fairly active and without spac-
ial feature. ‘The prospeots for the fall trade
are very satisfactory.  The Cavadian mills ave
overburdened with orders, aud several of them
have rofused to accept repeals. One mill writes
that they are afraid they cannot fill contracts.
This is another proof of what the Empire has
frequently pointed out, that tho product of the
Canadian mil's is now replacing imported goods,
TPoreign advices are strong, and Cauadian buy-
ers have had to pay more money for repeats.
The dyers in and about Bradford have formed
a combination, and there will bo no moro cut.
ting in dying.  This has caused a material ad-
vansg in black worsteds,—Empire.
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Loather and Boots and Shoes.

For the last fow years sole leather has besn
a somewhat unprofitable busiuess, ptincipally
caused by over-production here and in the
States, i‘or living’s sake eighty-five per ceat,
of the sole leather tanners in the States have
formed a combine, and all tanners both outside
and inside the combine have appointed a pur-
chasing committee. Oae result is lower prices
for hides, and another result increased profits.
This will tell oa Canadian tauners s0 long as
the States tanners do uo! cequire o dusping
ground,  Assurauces aave been given of non-
interfercnce, but we know to our cost how loog
moral agrecmeats out'ast financial require.
ments on the other side. There is a kind of an
agreement amoog the tanners hero to limit pro.
duction to meot only ths demand ; but if the
States tanuers determine to force trade, this
agreement would fall to pieces.

Black Leathers are almost out of existence.
Canadiaus, fellowing the cxample of States
people, demand colored leachers.  This is seri-
ous for tanners, becauto ther cannot change in
aday. The tannérs must meet the market, no
matter at what cost, for the demand is for
colored bosts even in wiater, aud for a higher
class of guods. This leads us naturaliy 1to
the subject of boots and sho:s. No need to
repeat the foregoing. This trade has been
duil, and has needed forcing with thoso firms
who have not been quick enough to take tha
tide. It cannot be too often dinned into the
cars of manufacturers that they must suit
themselves to meet the market, and not dictate
when the market shall mest them. Payments
iu this lioe are not suxisfactory, on the whole.
~—Toranto Commercial Exchange,

Montreal Dry Goods Trade.

The dry goods market is quiet, all the houscs
ocing busily at work in g-tting in thoir fall
supplics of staple lines. "Retailers, however,
report & gaod demand for cotton goods owing to
the bot weather.

There has been corsiderable discussion among
tho trade about closing up from Saturday over
Monday, and giving the dilferent atafls two
days’ holidays., It is understond praotically
all tho housos have conscoted to this oxcopt
one.

A question that has occasioned considerable
talk during tho week is theold grievance of the
Totonto houses seliing Canadian cotton staples
80 closo tiat thero is nothiryg tQ be gained at atl
in handling them. This has been a soro spot
with tho trade for ycars now, and various sug.
gestions have boen made from time to time
about a romedy, but nothing has resulted.
This year throo of the Toronto firms cut thiogs
closer than ever, solling tho goods, it is anid, at
254 to 6 per cont on mull prices. This, in the
opinion of couservative traders here, means
sciling tho goods at a loss, for it costs at least,
allowing for traveling expenssy, ete., 10 to 12}
per ceat to handle tho goods in question, so
that the absurdity is at ounce apparent. The
excuse of tho offunding firshs in Loronto is that
they increaso their yearly aggregate, however,
and so neuntraliza mattecs, but this is character.
ized as pure pippycock by merchants here.
Matters have been carried to such a pitch, in
fact, that ono of the more conscientious houses
in Toronto has threatened to ecll av ab.
solute mill prices, with the idea of stopping
the cutting onco and for all. A mceting of the
dry goods branch of the Montreal Board of
Trade was held this week in connection with
tho matter, and it was decided to confer with
the representatives of the colored cotton com-
bine and see what conld bo done. This coufor.
ence has not como off as yet, as the geoticmen
who arc authorized to act in the matter are
uway from the city. When they return, how-
over, au attempt is to be mude to devise some
method of dealing with the matter. Itis the
impression amoug a goad many, howsver, that
it will be o matter of extrems difficulty to ar.
~ango any piactical course of dealing with the
diffi:ulty —Montreal Gazelte.

Wheat on tﬂe Faciﬁc Doast.

[San Francisco Commercial News, Jane 23. ]

Samples of new wheat are being shown vpon
the tatl:s at tho Ecchange, and the quality is
good, while the ¢ua wity is hikely to rather ex.
ceed the estimntus o (vanced and adhered to by
the Commercial News, if cepirts now avriving
from che interior are to bo relied upoa. It is
evident aiso that the north will have  better
yield than any one hoped for carlier in the sea-
son, in fa.t it i+ likely that Ocegoa wilt have
quite as large a» wheat crop as that of last sca-
son, while favorable weather in Washiogton
bas made a wondesful difference in the pros-

sct.  ISastern reports have lately been more
avorabls and the outlook there has undoabted-
ly impioved materially, while Earopian ad.
vices refl-ot increased confidence in tho pros-
pect.  Altogether then there scoms little in the
current depression to create surprise, while
taken in conjuncticn with the extremv and
hamperiog conservatism of the banks, the
aparhy of bLuyers and incren el willingness to
realize on the part of holders seemy natural cor-
rollaries. A small cargo might fiad sale for
promnpt shipment at 3ls, whoat 3d within rates
carrent last week, bat large cargoes are vot
saleable.  Locally there isa very limited de-
maud at a decline. thore being no possibility of
socuring the prices paid last.

Brain Prices in England,

L. Normw & Co., Loudon, virite Tie Cou
Mercear on June 19.h as follows : .

We are pleased to raport a betier tone during
the past week, and slthough actual business
has been limited and the advance in prices but
nominal.thereare indicatints of increased confi.
denco, the lack of which during the past moath
has had such a depressing effecs on the market.
Pending the viows of buyers and sellers coming
nearer together business is of course restricted,

In Canadian grain, transactions are still of

a vory limited character. Freight still remajus
scarce and the parcel trade which might bo
dons is stopped for want of room,

No. 1 Hard Manitobas. 3,000qrs. Lave been
done ot 20/0 c.if. during the week. To.day
sellors are asking 29/9 c.i f.

No, 1 Vhito Winter \Wheat. No charga.
Nollers firm. Baysrs would pay 28/9 ¢i f. to.
day to East Coast ports, being threepence ad
vance sinco our last,

Gooso Wheat. Sellora of amill pircels at
2716 buyers ot 26/~

Barley. For feeding barley, trade rules
fiem and advaceing. ‘I'he continued drought
causing inoreasing demand.

Oats. Firm and advanciog. Nn. 2 White
Oats 19/9 wauted, aad for mixed 19/6, but no
sales reported.

—————C—————

Too Many Oanned Strawberries.

¢ The demand for canaed fruits hay slack-
ened off so much duriog the last couple of
yoars,” said a handler to the Toronto Grocer
Wednesday, * that they have been a drug on
the markoet. Packers, particularly of canned
strawberries, havo this year had to carry
sovoral lots over. Tho plain fact of the inatter
is that there is not the outlet for them, tho
pooplo having to a large extent quit using
canned fruit, Iven at low prices there is
praotically no yceat demand, Now, this i{s a
fact, and I kuow it, for wo have had canned
strawherries this last two yeara which we can.
not get rid of.  Qac firm on the strest, so at
least I uaderatan’, iseven ofl:ring the very
best quality of strawberries at §1.30 per dozen,
which would casily coat the packoer $1.60 to
put up. Ovoer in the States for the same class
of goods us theso the packers got $2 t02.10 a
doz n  Howover, as 1 mg avx packers continue
to put up large lots of these yoods they will
continue to ba sacrificed.”
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What with good prices for cattle, hogs, hay,
butter and cheese, says the Montreal 7rade
Bulletin, tho farmers of this province have no
reason to complain, and the large amounts of
money that are beirg circulated in the conntry
districts shoull find thoir way back to our
wholosale houses in the shape of better
reittances. .

The New York Jonrau! of Commerce sayst—
The early Japan tea forwarded by the Cana.
dian steamer Empress of Japan, arrived in
this city carly Saturday morning. This steam.
er sailed from Yokobamn Juno 2, and thus her
cargo shows the extraordinary freight t-ansit
time of 21 days, Japan to New York. Thae
Empress of Japan crossed the Pacific in 11
days, the overland transpirtation adding but
10 days to complete this through record.

The Port & Wineh Co. are prepiriog to
handle an immonse quantity of fresh salinoa
dariog the sockeye run. Mr Yort says the de.
maud for salmon is very brisk, and they exp:ct
while the sockeye ran lasts to ship a casload
every day. Other companies also wil do a
rashing business, and the prospect: are thay
four or five times tho quantity of fresh fish
handled last year will be exported duriag the
next vinety deys. It is the intention of several
freezing campanies to go into the salting busi.
ga?s on a much more cxtensive scale than ever

cfure.

James Wilson, superintendont of the Cana.
dian Pacitid’s telegraph lines on the coast, isin
Nelson looking ever the route for tho pro.
posed extension of his compauny’s lines, 'Che
now line will start a% Rasvelsthke ani raa.
touth to Nakusp, thence to Nelson by way
of New Donver, Kaslo, Aiasworth and F °
four. The line will be about 199 mile
lengih, and will take about four months to
build. The material is now ordered and work
will be commenced in threc weeks, When in
opsration, che 1ate from Nelson or Kaslo to the
coast will be 75 cents for a ten-word message,
‘The local rate botween poiats oa Kuotenay
lake will be 25 cents,



