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PREFERENTIAL TRADE.
T'l'un address recently delivered hefore the

Canada Club in London by INr. Clîatnberlain,
Colonial Sccrctary, o11 the subjcct of preferential
traue betwvcen Great Britaiiî and lier Colonies,
lias awalcened much interest throughout the Eni-
pire. The rescent difiicuilty wvith the United
States and Gcrniany appears ta have directed the
attention of thc British governmllent, to the lie-
cessity of devising means of bitîding the Empire
more closcly together ; itîdced, Mr. Chamberlaini,
in the address reierrcd to, e\pressed the opinion
that a dloser union of Great l3ritain and lier
Colonies is Ilessential for the existence of the
Empire as sucli."

Attenion is alst) ualled, in the adrsto the
followviing resoltition adoptesd at the Inîtercolonial
Conférence lield at Ottawva in 1894: '' Tlat.

thsConferecî rcurtis its bclicf Iilth Ui .îdrtilgcý
af a ctistomis arrangenient betwccn Great l3ritaitî
aînd lier Colonies, by' whicil trade within the Eni-
pire nia' bc placcd uipon a more desirable footiunge
ilian that whlich is carried on %vith loreignl
cottries," and also Io a resolution nîioved by
INr. iNccili, iii tlîe Dominion Parliamlent at its
presetît session, which (leclaires tlîat Il it is dcsir-
able, in the intcrcsts of Great Britain i d of the
Colonies, tlîat a nioderate ad valoremi duty, iii-
dependent of ;iny cxisting, duîty, should bc illi-

posed, botli b>' the Colonies anîd hy the Mother
Couîntrv, uipon aIl imiports fromi iorcignl cotintries."

1-laving referred to the fact tlîat, therc exists a
tunited opitnion ini Canada and Great Brit;îin re-
gardingr tîte necessity for dloser union betsveenl
tlie variotis branchecs of tle E ilpire, M'%r. Cliamlber-

lain proce(s ta argue tlîat suchi a unîion could
lie muore happily approaclîed ironil its commîîercial
side. î-le poinîts out tlîat the conîsolidation ofitle
Germnt Etuipire ai to-da>' was brouglit îebout b>'
a comminercial zollverein, wh'lich liad the ultiruate
efl'ect ai bringing the various independielt states
together iii îîlitical as wvell as commercial uniion.
As ta the possibilit>' ai preferential trade be-
tweeîî Great Britaimi and lier Colaonies, Mlr.
Chîamberlain frankly states tduit lie (lacs liat cou-
sider tliat the proposais %vilich have thus far caine
irani tic Colonîies are sufficientl>' favorable ta in-
duce tlîe mother country ta depart froni tlîc
palic>' ai absolute irc trade wvlich slie lias es-
tablishied and wvorked upons for so man>' years.
On this point lic says, I think we ma>' ver>'
fair>' ask our icllowv subjects in the Colonies ta
better thecir affer, if, as 1 believe, the>' desire ta
proced upon thiese lines, and if those lines do
reall>' afler the best direction ii wvhicli wv cati
proccedl," and aidds, I want especially to point
out tlîat tlîe advantages af such aL proposaI aire
s0 enormiots ta the Colonies, as the>' wouild un-
doubtedl>' lead ta the earliest passible develop-
mnit ai tlieir great niatural resources, wvould
bring ta tleie population, wvould open ta thcm
the enormous market ai tlîe United Kingdam for
their products-their foaod, tlîeir timber, tlîeir
sug-ar. Tlîe advantages, 1 sa>', are sa enaornius
tliat it appears ta nie that tlîc Colonies thenîselves
wauild be botind ta give ta any suggestion ai tlîis
kind, at aIl events, a careful reconsider.ition."

It miust be admitted b>' aIl whvli ave given the
subject any consideration that the preferential
trade probleni is a large and difficult anc. Tlîeo-
reticaîlly, it wvauld be-a mast desirable tlîing ta lhave
amri arrangement wvlici wvould consolidate the Brit-
islî Emîpire, but wvhen the man>' divergent interests
involved are considcred, the passibilit>' ofarriving
ait a satisiactar>' arrangement is open ta question.
Anything short ai a lîeavy dut>' by Great Britain
iii favor ai lier Colonies wvould be ai little advanl-
tage to tlîem, and just lîcre the questiomn arises,
wvauld the Britishî cotnsumer consent ta pa>' such
a duty'Il On tlîe atler hand, Canada and Auîs-
tralia hiave adopted thie protective system, the
idea iii tlîe case af tlîis country being ta devclap
aur nîanufacturing interests. Ifta get preicrence
imi the British mnarkets for aur natural products
wvould involve tlîe free admission ai British matn-
iactured goods, wvould aur people be willing ta
sacrifice ta a certain exteuit the interests of aur
home manufacturers?

An>' arrangemenît wvlicli miglît be made wvould
necessaril>' be based on the principle of coîîserv-
ing tîxe wveliare ai tîe niajarit>' of the industries ai
thie différenît coulîtries concerîicd. It wvould not
bc possible ta take imta consideration tlîe partic-
ular circîutistaîices in cannectioli with an>' anc in-
dustry, anîd wve can readil>' canceive tlîat agi
arramngenment unider,.vliichi advantage wvould accrue
tie iîiajority ai the industries ai Canada miglît
wvork ver>' seriaus disadvantage ta same anc par-
tictîlar ili(ustr>'. What for example wvauld be
the probable effect upon the lunîber industry af
Canada? If Great Britaiui were ta discriminate
iii favor ai Canadian luier and against the
United States, nîight wvc nat reasonabl>' expeet
tlîat tlîc Umnited States wvould retaliate upan Cani-
ada b>' agaimi imposing a heavy import dut>' on
aur luîîîber? Wlile wve wvauld mia doubt find in
Great Britaimi a nmarket for mucli ai aur lumber
ai tlîc better class, it is extremiiely daubtiul if wve

could dispose of auir low grade lunîber, wlîiclî
now goes to tlîe United States. As, owing to
tlîe disappearance of clioice timber, wve are every
year manufactiîring a larger qîîantity of low grade
lumber, the question of finding a market for
thc sanie is bcconiing a more and more imi-
portant anc. Even supposing that the United
States shotild îîot reimipose a dîîty tîpon aur luni-
ber, the partial closing of the l3ritisli market ta
lumiber fromn tlîe United States woîîld resuit iii
increased campetition iii tlie Aîncricaîî home niar-
ket and lessen tic possibility of finding a market
therse for Canadiax huiber.

'ruese are points vlîich present tlîemselves on
a first consideration ai tlîis question. It is of
course yet too early to be able to consider tic
subject iii its variaus phases. A conférence af
delegates repressenting the various parts of the
Empire is ta be held shartly ta consider the quies-
tion. Aiter the deliberations of this Conference
shahl have been publishied, wve should find aur-
selves in a better position ta discuss the niatter
intelligently.

BUILDING TIMER.
Tur graduaI disappearance ai goad building

timber from Ontario, and the substitution af
henmlack, soit elni artd basswood for whlite pille
and the better class ai wvoods, is the cause of
much wvrong-doing in the building trades, and
tl;e creation ai a class ai buildings wvhose lives
wvill be short b>' camparisan. The higli price ai
wvhite or rcd pine jaists is miade ani excuse b>y
country builders ta substitute hienilock instead,
where tîte use ai such uncertain lunîber should be
careful>' eschiewed. Fancy hiemlock joists iii the
lowver flaor of a country farîn hause, wvhcre
perhaps anly a icev inches of space exists bctween
the damp eartli and tlîe lower edge af the joists.
What is tlîe result? A ratten floar in a few
years, and a iniasmatic ane from tic momnent it
is laid. Wliere it can be avoided, heilîlock
should neyer be employed in a situatian subject
ta alternatians af dryness and dampness. It
daes ver>' well if kept constantl>' dry, though it
lias the qualit>' af becaming vcry brittle if made
ver>' dry, and is nat by an>' means a reliable
woad, if subject ta sudden strains. Hcmlock
ma>' be used with prafit in the upper flaars oi
small ar niedium-sized buildings, that are not
likel>' ta be subject ta heavy wvark, and wvhen
once iii place and properly secured, doos satisfac-
tory service. For inside studdiîîg, scantlings
and lighit roofing timbers, it wvill do fairl>' good
service if skiliully arranged and properl>' secured.
It must flot be supposed that wve decry hlemlock
as a building niaterial. We do uiat. Like
everything cIse it lias its uses, and it is its
impraper use we abject tai. For roughi boarding,
sheeting and rooficavering hemlack lias no equal.
kt is surp-rior ta pine in nail-halding qualities,
and wvhen dry and properl>' machined makes a
firm and solid base ta '< side" or shingle aver,
and each nail ma>' be driven home wvith a
certaint>' thiat it wvil1 stay wvhere put. When
covered, as under shingles, hlemlock is flot so
likel>' ta I "swvcl" or Ilwarp" in a damp atmos-
phere, as pine wvould under like circumstances.
Henmlock timber, thaigh frequently used in heavy
constructions, is rarel>' satisfactory, aoving ta the
unequal direction afithe grain, and the difficult>'
of wvorking it ta correct and praper shape.
While it may do passably well for temporar>'
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