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At the end of the year 1884, tho first century of the coal trado of Nova
feotia was completed, and in taking a retrospective glanco at the rire aud
progress of the trade, many intercsting facts are hrought to view.

Coal was known to exist in the Island of Uapo Lreton so long ago as
1672, but no mining of a regular character was inaugurated till atter the
lipse of & century. During this long interval, however, a considerable

uantity of coal was taken from the svams exposed in the clilly, but very
littlo was commercially disposed of, it Leing nsed priucipally by thu troops
then in garrison on the Island ; consoquently no records of work done have
come down to us,

In 1784, the lsland was placed under a separate government, and through

the representations of its first governor, greater attention was attracted te
the beds of coal. Work was at once comnenced, and from this time down
to tho present day, we havo a tolorably correet record of the trade dene
in coal.
, T'wo important events mark the history of the trade in tho century we
writo of, viz.: the monopoly of tho mines and mineral 17ghts of the whole
Province by a body of English capitalists in 1827, and tho surrender of this
movopoly in 1857, by an arrangemcut with the Provincial Government.

During the forty-two years prier to tho leasing of the mines by the
English corporation, they had beon operated partly by tho Government and

nly under the direction of private individuals, and, although carried on
under adverse circumstances, they were nut altegether unprohtable  The
quantity of coal sold in this period amounted to 285,575 tons, equal to an
average sunusl vend of 6,806 tons ; the lugest yuanity sold in any one
year being 12,600 tons in 1826,—an in<iguilicant amount when compared
with the figures which the trade was destined in a short tnne to attan,
Probably the development of the trade was 1etarded, and many people
debarred from embarking in the enterprize, by the heavy royalty—from 3.
to 4s. 3d. per tca—oxacted by the govermment on all coal sold, The
grester part of the above quantity was cousumed in Nova Scotin and Capo
Breton, very little finding a sale in the United Stytes, where Evglish cosl
firnly held the market. Although the existonco of valuable beds of coal
in Pennsylvania had been known for fully a half century, the product of
the coalfield had mot then como into use, When the General Mining
Association—the name adopted by the English company—obtained control
of the mines and minerals of the Province (with certain reservations on
the part of the Governmont, viz. : thoso areas which at that time were being
worked), the most valuable tracts of the Sydney and Pittou coalfields were
beld by private individuals who carried on mining on a very small sedle.
The Association oventually becawmo possessed of both of these areas; the
latter by purchase from the lessces, and the former by grant ftom the
Government,—it baving becomo vacant from the nuwillingness of the
bessees to continue working under the high rate of royalty, Thus the
Association practically secured exelusive right to all the miwes and unnernls
of the Province.

Operations of a much, more extousive character were shortly afterwards
resumed at the Sydney Mines in Cape Breton, and the Albion Mines in
Pictou. As tho oxigencies of trade dewmanded, four other openings were
mado in Cape Breton, snd one in the Cumberland coalfield, aud wt.h the
exceplion of one or two places of minor importance, these collieries have
been continuously worked down to the present time. The United States
wero looked upon as the natural market for thiscoal, and, although at the
outsct, a considerable portion of the output found a market there, the trade
was not destined to assume large dimensions, and suffered a gradual decline.
The development ot the American coal industry at this time, a heavy
import duty, and other serious drawbacks, formed a combination of chreum-
stauces too powerful to allow the sale of Nova Scotin coal on a profitable
Yasis.

We subjoin & statement of the sales from the Cape Bretou Mines during
the time covered by the General Mining Association’s monopoly, from 1827
to 1857, in which tho figures are grouped into the sevoral perivds marked
by tho changes in tho Awerican tariff. . '

Capo Breton conl sales from 1827 to 1857 inclusive:

Home Neighboring 7 -
Consumption. N Colanies, United States.  Total. U, & Duty.
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1897 t0 1832 51,614 Terdd 514,160 116,308 [

18538 to 1841 163,778 Q4,410 248,182 5 N do6

1412 0 1846 147,821 119,583 1M R SaL.7 h

1347 t0 1854 257 311 228,82 1L267 625,510 3

1315 L0 1857 12,585 135,742 67,676 341,003 Free,

741,109 386,330 €u)4,108 1,031,553

The most noticeable features which the figures preseut are included
under the columns headed ¢ Neighboring Colouies” and “ United States
for whilst in tho former the sales shew a gradual and ateady increass from
8 per cont. in the first five years to 42 per cout. of the whole vend iu the
fast two years of the Association’s monopo.y, the sales to the United States
have gradually declined, in the same time, from 46 per cont to 20 per cent.
Itdeed, as much as 75 per cent. of the whole qrantity wag sold in 1832
aud this in the faco of an import duty of 63 94 per ton,—agaivst 19 per
cent. in 1857, when coal entered tho United States free,  The canse of this
great falling off is solely attributable 1o the annnatly 1ncresing demand for
Pennsylvania coal.  The aales to the hame wavket, on the other hand, bore,
with slight fluctuations, a consteut atio tu the whole,

We aro not in u position to give a dutailed synopsis of the trade done
duriug the same period with Picton aud Cumberland coal, but in order to

ativo at the sales of the tovines up to this time, the quantity from the
ahbve districts must he added,  I'hiz we tind From a-hientic souices 1o have

been 2,104,763 tons, which, added to tho Cape Breton quantity, brinua the
conl sales of tho I’rovinee from 1827 to IS5 ineluave, up to 4,036,317 tons.
Tho growth of the trade from the bhegintung ot the century down o
1857, is given below in a summarized form, and we fiml the total sales of
the Provinee during the seventy-twe years nmounted to 4,322,193 tons.

Tous, Tonn.
1783 W 1T L. L iviineiiieennreees JEME0 BN 0 IR0 L cevns cenenn e 1IOEND
TR RT B R, crreriane D 3 I YL S T I T £ T L R49,981
JROL o ISI0 oo iiiviiines cenn oo T2 IS IR L ... oo 1LORLTON
ISl te 182 .. ....... Cree eeeien ves OLA2T IR IRT e s oal 1 BROZIN

\We have uow brought our accous.  of the conl trade down to the year
when the nionopoly enjoyed for thirly years L the Genoral Mining Asso-
cistion was set azide. It would require more tuno and space than we can
afford, aml he toreign to the spirit of our remarks, to enter intc the details
of tha long story, of how the surrender wax brought about, the terms and
conditions stipulated for, and many other matters of less importance ; but
1t 18 sufliciont for us to note that, with the excoption of cortain reservations
in the threo conl fields of Cumberland, Pietou, and Syduney. granted by the
Government to the Association, tho remuining srea of the Provines was
thrown open to any persons willing to embark in the adventure of mining.
As might have been expected, the people of Nova Scotia were not slow 10
take advantage of the opportunity thus afforded them of further develup-
g the coal industry, and we find that in the following seven or eight years
the number of colleties had increased from four to twenty three. In 1863,
wany now companies, both Canadian and American, wero formed , and 1he
number of mines in operation was inercased to thirty. During this periud
of activity, between four and five millions of dollars were invested in open-
mg up coal mines,

Trade with New England States rapidly rovived, Nova Scotia coal being
m much demand for the manufacture of gas—and the competition for this
market became keen and vigorous.

The following statemont shows the distribution of the coal sales of the
whole Provinee from 1865 to 1884 inclusive :—

Neighboring
Home Consumpt'n, Colonies & Prov'cs.  Other Countries, Total,

1305 80,840 71,234 85,110 647 184
1866 104,242 107,322 M6 LR
1867 102,246 105,473 XN
1867 102 214 105,472 471,180
1868 17,629 102,815 488 o2t
1869 115,07 129,007 511 70
1¥70 130150 172,078 Lhis 0053
15871 BN IR 168,557
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1878 392,190

1874 336,008

1870 J08,140

1876 345,814 63,2007
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187 $2707 60 011
1879 451,015 633,624
I8N0, 463 466 4,654
1831 625,261 - 1,635,014
182 683,852 1,250,179
JENY 471,327 710,971 Ll (24
1584 493,050 701 412 1 261,600

From the abuve tigures, we see at a glanco how the channels of trada
shifted, sl in this respect it is curious to note how closely they follow the
direction taken by the trade during the tenure of the mines by the General
Mining Assvciation. Wa have seen how, at the outset of the Association's
orervations, thy principal sales wero made in the American market:, Low this
trade wus destroyed by the growth of Peunsylvania coal-mining and tiw
imposition of dntics, and finally how the trade nearer home was cultiva® -,
and what results attended the change. History has repeated itsolf in tho
recent years of the trade, and thoe same ground has been gone over again
for the sccond titwe,

In 1865, the year before tho abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty, the
United States took 73 per cent of e entire sales.  An import duty of
&£1.25 was imposed on our coal iu Muich, 1566, Iu 18G8, the totil s1les
ouly equalled the guantity taken by the United States in 1863, aud of this
quantity the Americaus took 50 per cent,

The duty was reduced to 75 cents in 1872, and although the toti sales
had greatly increased, the United Statos only took about 20 per ceut. Iu
1873—n wmemorable year from the eatmordinwry activities displayed fu
business circles —30 per cent of the total vend was exported to the
United States; but from this time the sales have avnuaily decreased, being
about- 18 percer t in 1874 aud 124 per cent in 1875, till in 1884, the last
vear of the century, only a little over 5 por cent was taken by the Aweri-
CADS,

Ox tho other hand, during the twenty years covered by the statement
the sales for home consumption have increased from 123 per cent to 39 per
cent; and the sales to neighhoring Colonies and Provinces show a uett
gain of over 44 per cent, and we are inclined to think that our coal opera-
tions murt look in this direetion for any futurc oxtension of tho trade. We
confidently belivve that auy alterativ. affecting the eutrance of Nova Scotis
coal into tho United States, will not bring about any noteworthy increase
in the sales to that country. Indced, it is” highly probable that the trade
with that country will ceaso in a fow years.

The tots! sales of the Proviuce, from 1858 to the end of 1834, amonuted
to 17,9 8772 touns, and this quantity added to the sales prior to 1853,
bringa the aggregate quantity of coal sold in one humlred years, ending in
1884, up to 22,290,937 tous.

In bringing 10 & closo this brief and imperfect account of the growth of
the Nova Scotia coal trade in the first century of ity X slence, we cannot
rofrain Irom expressing n fervent hope that in the near fatuie, the Provien,
by the devolopment of het iv o and copper deposits, tnay be in a position
lo cotst me e wolle o 7 her conl mines, .
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