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NEWS OF THE WEEK,

‘The navigation of the Ottawa River is cloa.
ed for this season; the Steamer Victorid be-
ing unablo any longer to make her usual
daily trips owing to the accummulati n of
ice on the river.

Brigade Major Matlice, made bis semi-
annual inspection of the arms. «~~outre-
ments, and clothing of the O. B. G. A., the
Field Battery and Cavalry, at the Drill Shed
on Thursday. ‘Lhe Officers commaading
corps were present, The stores were found
in perfect order andin a proper state of
cleanliness.

The Dominion coat of arms on the new
Ottawa Post Office building is now complet
ed, and reflects much credit on the workman
who carved it,

Mr Sanford Fleming received a despatch
on the 17th from Mr. Marcus Smith, of Vie-
toria, B.C., informing him that six axemen
employed on the Pacifio Railway Survey
were on board of the illfated Pacific, and
went dowa with her; viz., Samuel Nicholson
from Alexandrin; George Stephen, from
Ailsa Craig ; John Tarbut, from Walkerton ;
Thos, J. Robinson, Edmund C. Jaynes, and
Ira doulder, from Oshawa; all from Oatario,
Also tbe following persons from New
Brunswick. viz;—William Palley and Thos.
Palley, of Petersville, and Mr. Webb, of
Petersville or Hampstead. The all had pro-
perty in Queen’s County, and had been on
o tour of inspection of British Coluambia,

At a receplion given to a party of prom-
inent railway men who came over the New
York and Canada railway, on Wednesday
afternoon, the Mayor of Montreal made re-
ference to the Guibord burial, which he was
gratified {0 state had passed offso satisfac-
torily, and also said Her Majesty’s Repro®
sentative herein Canada had expressecf his
gratitude that the affuir had ended peace*
ubly, and that thers was uc blocdshed;
whilo the Queen herself on hearing the news’
expressed her joy.

A Boaton telegram says :—¢ Extraordin:
ary naval preparations are going on. Great
secrecy is observed ; every sea going vessgl
is gotling in fighting trim, and officers are
ordered to duty. Careful inquiries made by
Washington correspondents establish tho
fact that the navy is once more in a state of
extraordinary notivity. ‘The faoct seems in*
credible, as there is no appsrent reason for
warlike preparations being made, but thisis
stated on the bestauthority. Nobody seems
to know the reason for such aotivity at the
Navy Department. There arc very.few per*
s20s here willing to believe that the Gov:
ernment proposed another demonstration
ageainst Spain in Cuban waters, but Minister
Cushing's recent note to the Court of Spain

respectins tho struggle in Cubn may have
much to do with it. The truth is, howerer,
that Secrotary Robeson has issued orders to
have every sea going vessel in tho navy got
ready for ocean servico at the earliest poss:
ible moment, but what makes watliko indi-
cations more murked is that specini orders
have been issued relativa to 1iron clads.
Urders have been gent to all tho yards fo
bavo now sloopes of war ready for orders at
once. At Charlestown yards the contractor
has been instructed to burry up the work on
the * Adams and Essex.” At Waghington a
gpecial force of men have been taken on to
make ready the ironclad Chtsaill. Orders
have been sent out very quietly. Special
pains have been taken to keep tho propara-
tions seoret, that many persons connected

with the navy do not realize what in going |

on, The Secretary waited until after the
election, when it is customary to make
numerous discharges, and under cover of
discharge, many new employees have been
taken on, Officers allowed leave ofabsence
have been ordered to hold themselves in
readiness for duty. What the situation is
was concisely expressed in the statement of
eminent officers of the navy last evening.that
if war was declared, the Government could
not be doing more than it is to get the naval
foree into fighting trim."

Another despatch says :—°*"I'he Spanish
Government's reply to the note of Minster
Cushing, which was transmutted by cable to
the State Department, proves to be a dignifi
ed response to the demands which our Gov
ernment made in the matter of Americanm
terests in the Island of Cuba snd will, it is
believed,  ‘ssipateall fears of trouble boiween
Spain and t. o United States. The tone of
the reply is firm and very conciliatory and
the justice of our demuand is not ignored.
The confusion of ,affairs in Cuba obstructs
the exercise of an impartial and prompt ad.
winistration of the requirements of the
treaty of 1795, Spain defends her right to
maintain court martial in Cuba and cities
the French Communist trials and trials by
courts martial in tho late civil war 1a the
United States as precedents for establishing
ber claim, but readily makes tho concession
that American citizens can have their advo-
cates Or attorneys and produce witnesses in
their own behalf; conformably to the provis
ion of article seven, of the treaty of 1745,
and according to the regular courso of pro
ceedings in such cases and gives guarantees
ofsuch amode of defence. Tho answerof the
Spanish Government has been deemed sat-
isfactory ecnough, to warranta countermand-
ing of the orders originally given, to put
our uavy in preparation for such'a conting-
ency as & misunderstanding between tho
iwo Governments.”

‘I'he Paris eveuving papers of the 17th iost.,
puiblish the text of the letter written by Don
Culos to King Alfonso, * The attitudo of
President Grant.”  The lotter says; “Ina
prelude to a war botween Spain and the
United States, if you don't recognizo tho
independence of Cubx, The ravolulion
which you represent is responsible for this
parricidal rebellion. I1ad I reigned, it would
not havo occurred, at least 1t would not
have gained strength, Now, however, the
integrity of tho country i3 st stake and all
hier children are bound to defend it. Should
war broak out I offer you a truce as lung as
the contest lasts, but [ maintain my rights
to the Crown, as I retain tho conviction that
1 shall ono day wearit. 1 cannot send my
loyal volunteers to Cuba, but I will defend
theso provinces and the Cantabrian coast
and wil send out privateers maunned by
the indomitable population of that coast,
which will pursuo the merchant ships of our
encmics, and perhaps chase them ioto their
own harbors. If you nccept the truco let us
appoint répresentatis s to settle conditions.
It you refuse, the world will bo witness that
Catholic Spain has nobly dono her duty.”

The Pall Mall Gozelle on the 18th has
special Berhn telegram stating that the Prus
sian Government is preparing procoedings
Yefore the Ecclesiastical Court against the
Archbistiop of Cologne and the Bishop of
‘L'reves. 'Lhe object is Lo despuse them.

A conspiracy to seiza tho arsenal and to
burn the town of Rangoon has been discov—
ered by the authorities A great many Bur-
mese have been arrested on supicion of com-
plicity in the aftair.

Gteat aclivity pervails ag the navy yard at
Norfolk, Va., probably in anticipstion of a
war with Spain. ’

Adrices from the scat of war in the East,
stato that both sides aro concentrating their
forees near Geransko,and that &
is imminent,

General Qu2sada Las received a Royal
order to the effect that ho is to hold no
communication with Don Carlos, unless it
pnrt®es of the character of an uncondition-
al surrender of himself and his partisans.

The Spnaish Minister at Washington has
received advices from dadrid, to the effect
that in future Americen citizens placed on
trial befora Cuban courts martial will have
tho privilego of retaining counsel of their
own seclection of their defence. The erms
of the Treaty of 1795 appear, axcording {can
admission mado by tho Spanish authorities,
to have been most inadequate to meet such
cases, and the present arrangement is owing
to the effect produced by a friendly note ad-
dressed by Secretary Fish to the Spanish
Government on the subject. ’
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