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THE VOLUNTEER REVEIEW.

{Daosuner 22, 1874,

THE FRENCII LAW OF RECRUTING.

‘Che Pall Moll Guzetie bag tho fullowing on
this suhjeot :—

“Une of the most remarkablo things in
the new French law of recruiting, is the
power it gives the Minister of War ofdriving
thraugh it.not merely a * coach and six,’ but
a whole brigade of cxvalry and artillery, with
entira divisions of infantry., Tho Inw scems
in many places contradictory when it is on)y
ambiguous; and the cnarmous loopholes
left in it evorywhore are not the result of
negligence but of design. It would bo in-
correct to say the law {s unintelligible ; but
it is certainly obscure. As a matter of fuct
it isnot very generally understood ; and itis
much easier to get at its meaning by observ.
ing the practice of the IFrench nuthotitiesn
oarrying it out than by consulting the text
of the law, If any oneunderstanda it, Gen-
eral Chareton, the author of the interesting
report on the subject which Majur Bracken-
bury bas Iately translated, ought to be the
man. But, like the all but perlect student
of the Hegelinn system, he *does not quite
understand it.' Thus he lays stress upon
the supposed fact that the men of the second
portion of the contingent will all, before
passing into the regerve, havo served ono
year with tho active nrmy; wheroas in prac-
tice, the military asuthorittes are-converting
into a general rule the permission acoorded
to them by the law of sending these men to
their bomes after six months' service. The
satisfaction oxpressed by commanding offi-
cers. at the attainments of the promising
.youths who have only been six months with

* the colours means, [ think, that thoy are
very glad to be able to get rid of them so
soon, which they couia not legally do if six
months’ training did notsuflice to tench the
lads their work, The principle of universal
servicq i8 formally recognised in tho law,
But the framers of the law evidently thought
very little of it; and tho present Mimster of
War, equally with M. Thiers, showed himself
s strongly opposed to universal service as
he was in favour of service for a large but
limitéd number 6f men during a period of
at least five years. The clauses which ron.
der evéry Frenchman liable to military ser-
vice, bt at the same timo restrict the ser-
vice uf an undefined portion of each annual
contingent to a period of from six months
to'a yeuar, are concessions to the generul
outery amoug legislators and writers for tho
introduction of universal military service.
But these ‘clauses are being observad so us
to intérfere us little as possible with the
yrinciple of long service, in which slonae the
reneh Goveroment puts faith; and the
youths whom tho ballot Joes not take at
the age of twenty for five years' service, will

be run through the army in two lots, esch 1

being retained for the minimum period of
six months.

 Again, it must not bo thought because
thelaw spealss of a service of five-years thut
all the men marked by the ballot as belong
ing to the ‘first portion of the contingent’ will
of necessity remain for that time with the
colours. Tho Minister of War may, if ho
tbinks fit, send them homeafier threo years;
and it is not improbable that in the infantry-
this practice will bo adopted. In the cavalry
aud artillery, however, the-men will all bo
kept for the full period of fivo years, and no
‘men of the second portion of tho centingent®
will be allowed to havo anything to do with
these arms, which nro reserved exclusively
for long servico men. Even ‘one yeir vol
unteers’ aro not sdmitted into the cavalry
unleas they ure already good riders, nor into
thearlillerr’ unless they are at least *ac-
customed t> horses.’

“Wo have heard it sald—bhave, indeed,
geen it argued in print—that to require Vol
unteers to bo ablo to ride before ndmitling
thom into the cavalry is o serious infraction
of the principlo of equality, since, as a rule,
only rich young men havo horses at their
disposal, They thus possess advantages ns
equestrinns over poor young men Vhich a
just Government ought, it is maintained, 1o
ignore. Tho military nuthorities, however,
persist in thinking that a horse soldier onght
to bo ablo to rido; and, in delault of tho
cone year Voluiriteer’ possessing-that ac-
complishment, will not uondgertake to teach
him the whole duty of & eavulry man in gix
montbs, which is about the tume for which
tho 80 called *one ydur Volunteer' witl bo
wanted, Althoagh, then, ‘one year Volun.
teers’ will not bo absolutely cenfined, hke
*men at disposal,’ to the infantry, thoy wnill
practically find themselves driven very much
to that arm, '

¢ Sieo two aro on the subject of one year
Volunteers, wo may as well say something
about the diflerenco in position between
those in the French and those in the Germumr
Army. ¢ Principle of equality’ required that
the Irench Voluateer should shave the soup
and the * rata’(a sort of Irish stew 2 I& Fran
cais¢) of the common soldier; and, such
teing the case, nothing, it would seemy re-
mained for him but toaccept it. A well to
do youug man, however— indeed any young
man whose parents aro able to kkvep hin
going for six months during acritical period
of bis life~~can take as littlo as hie plendes
of the poor fare to which tho French soldier
is so umwisely condemned, and as much as
ho pleases of any other fare within reach.
The unhappy French soldier is badly fed,

nd he reccives one son aday for pocket
money. But one year volunteers may olten
be seen dining at a table d’boie likeo every-
one clse. Wlich proves once moro how
difficule it is to establish equality oxncopt ¢n
the basis of communism."”

FORTHCOMING TORPEDO EXPERI
MENIS,
The Oberon, War Uitice oxperimental ves
sel, for praciice against her double iron bot-
tom with sunken mines of gun cotton, lies

moored off the Monckton Fort shioal, out-
sido Portsmouth ilarbour, in deep iwater,
whero the necessary preparations aré be{ng
comploted for the next attack upon her
which will be of 8 more formidable character
than either of theé previous attacks made.
Tho starboard side only of the Obcron has
been operated upon by the four experiments
made,.at horizontal distances between the
mines and tho Qberon's side of 100ft., 8Vft.,
6Uft,, and 50ft. At 100it. and 8UMt distance
the explosion of the.muno of £001b. of the
Walthum Abbey disc gun cotton failed to
dnmige the bottom in any way, or the con-
denser which vas placed on the starbozard
side of the ship’s. hold, with its valves open
to any sudden movement cf the sea water
upon the explosion of the mine, as would
oo the ¢aso with an ironclad woving past a
sunken mino with her engines at work. In
the thitd expenment, ut 601t distance,thero
was found, upon the vessel being subse-
quently examned in dry dock, a partiai flat
tening of some of tho plates ot theouter
skin of the double bottom, and the conden

ser had evideotly been shaken up some-
what roughly, No positively serious dam-
age, however, was discoverd.in either the
double bottom or the condenser, and the
innerskin of the former was found to be

ns freo from injury and as sound in every
part ag when firal put togather at Chattiain
Docleyerd.  In the partial fluttening of some
of thoe plating of the outerskin of the dotible
bottom, and from the disturbance to which
thoe condenscr hind been subjected, it was
evident thut the line had been passed with
in which un ironclad could pass a mino ex.
ploded ngainst hor under similar conditions
of-the strength of the mine, distance, &o.,
and it was, therefore, dotermined to lessen
the distance belween the mine and the ship
by only 10t. ‘The experimonts were made
on tho 20th of September; but after tho
«mine hed been fired the Oberon still floated,
and, although she had received a tremen -
dous shaking, no damige of theé most trivial
character could bo scen as she lay afloat,
She was docked the snme day, nnd when tho
water had been pumpe:l out,a searching éx.
amination ol tho side of the ship operated
against for the fourth time disclosed the
facts that tho outer skin plating at the
greutest bulge of the double Lottom had
beeh driven in upon the inner skin, with
twenly of the vertical brackat frames sup-
porting the outer tpon the inner skin
crumpled up in fact, and practically destoy-
ed. Upwards of a hundred rivets were
started in the plating immediately above
tho placo where tho graitest force of tho
ine had been expended, The inner skin
of the doeble bottom absolutely remiined
free from. tho slightest injury, although in
several instances tho.nngle iron.attaching
the frames to the skin was found twisted or
broken. ‘There are no doubt other fucts and
deductions drawn from thie experiments by
the War Oflice committee, including the
Ggure obtnined from the pressuie gauges,
&., which aro most important and interest-
ing; but the general public will caro very
little for such details, and may well be con-
tent with a knowledgs of the forée imploy~
ed, und the manner of jts application, in
theso experimentsl attac! 8 upon a represen
tative doubloe bottom of our ironclad ships,
and with the principal results attending
them, Our Oberon cxperietices, therefore,
so fur may be accepted as having indicited
clearly, in the fitst place, the distance.with-
in which noironclad can passa sunken mine
charged with 500tb, of gun cotton-without
serious dumnge to the outer skin of her
double bottom and to. her machinery;
secondly, they would aleo appa.rto estab~-
tish as a fuct, what has for some time been
held in theory, that tho outer skin of a'v.s
:8el’s double bottom,with Its vertical oracket
frames and angle irop, may be crumpled np
oresweptaway hyatorpedoor by grazing over
o rock or shoal without necessarify.iuflicting
serious injury upon the inner skin orhull
proper-of the ghip. We aro aware that Mr.
Barnaby, the present chief constructor of
the navy, has given much thought to the
matter, and that in his desigus lor doubls
bottoms of ships heconcentrates;the strength
upen the inner skin and intentiodally weuk.
ens, by comparison, the angle iron.of the
frames supporling the outer skin. Mr.
Burnnby is niso . understood to prefer. giving
an increased thickness-to the metsl of the
inner skin, and to the loading of the cells of
the Lottom with ballast, The prewnt
condition of the. .starbosrd side of .the
Oberon renders any fuither exper ments
upon it out of the question, n»nd the
aitnck now coming off will te ‘made
upon the port side of the ship. Tho
-depth of water in which the Oberon is moor-
-€d, the distancs between the miae aad the
vessel's side, and the power.of the mine will
bo different.to .the like conditions carried

out in the previons experiments, The



