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Mosr of our readers wero under the im-
pression that the Treaty of Washington had
settled on a satisfactory basis the vexed
question of the Alabama claims; tho follow-
ing articlo from tho United States Army and
Navy Journal of the 21st inst., show how en.
tively mistaken those who believe in that
effort of diplomatic wisdom have been. It
appears now that tho whole is another of
thoso sphinx riddles, tho delight of great
statesmen, and the aflir appears to
have been a social gathering for & purpose
which history, perhaps, may reveal here-
after, but it is certainly beyond the compre-
hension of this genecration, ‘The question
may well bo asked, what has the Washing-
tor: P'reaty decided? We 1weroe of opinion
that the progress of the age had established
a time revered notion known as national
honos ; of course the pure republicans were
so far shead of us as {o scout the idea;
whilo they would interpret it all on their
own side they would resort to the petifog-
gerl’splea to cheat the other. Ifthose cotton
bonds are not admitted as claims, on what
grounds can the Yankees bave tho face to
lay any claimat all? Wo have always said
that the clieapest way of dealing with this
question was {o deny any obligation what
ever and we are fully persuaded that it
must result in ‘“thoe last argument of
Kings,” if the .lrmy and Navy Journal is the
exponent of the Ethics of this case on the
Yankeo side.

*The London Spectafor remark. in good
{imo upon the common mistake of looking
upon the Treaty of Washington as & settle-
ment of the Alabama claims. When the
Recorder of London was appointed on the
part of the British Government, it was com-
monly reported in England that his business
was to be tho scttlement of the Aladama
claims, whilo tho truth is he was to concern
himself with claims 2ol ® growing out of the
acts of vessels.” It is degrading the action
of the two governments to constantly weak-
en the forco of what mankind may one day
regard asono of the greatest worksof states
manship. When two powers meet with tho
determination of wiping out all present
cause of quarrel, and placing their inter-
courso on the highest possible ground, all
yinlding is honorable and any that is neces-
sary should be possible. Even the plainest
rights may justly give way to the honorable
purposes of the hour, and what one side can-
not give the other mustyield. A greatdeal
remains to be done.  The Alabame claims
themselves are insignificant in comparision
with tho claims of the Confederato cotton
bond holders. Suppose the commission de-
cides that their duo is just and that we owe
four hundred mllions paid by our rebel-
lious brothern to procure,thc means to fight
against us. Does anyone believe we should
pay it? The commission may decide what
it will or must, certain wo aro that in a
thousand years no govcrnment of the Unit-
od States wouald find itselt strong enough to
comply with the verdict. Wo speak but
the words of soberness when we say thatif
this peoplo had the alternativo between that
payment and war, it would be with cheer-
fulness that it would take up arms. So we
sce the Treaty of Waslungton though sign-
ol has not yet been performed, and deals

with such delicate questions that, great and l

praiseworthy as the agreement is, to carry

it out will bo a far more remarkable work.
When difliculties Jiko that we have mention.
ed confront the two governments which
jbave made this Lold roach after futnro
peace, wo certainly cannot accuso them of
any weakness in trying to arrango their
trou’les as they bost can.”

Ox the occasion of the surrender of Paris
in common with other members of t*a
Fourth Estate, wo drew attention to the
enormous warindemnily demanded by Prus-
sta, and to the power it would place in the
hands of an able and unscrupulous siates-
man like Bismarck for accomplishing ends
apparently very remoto and without neces-
sary connection with tho affairs of France
and Germany.

Wo showed thet the withdrawal of capi-
tal would seriously affect the English money
market and to a very considerable extent,
indeed, paralyse her power. Not only
would its operations cover all the ground
descoribed, but it would seriously affect
other parties not directly or necessarily in-
terested on either side, and would give rise
to political complications by disturbing co.1-
mercial relations to an extent not dreamed
of by the parlies interested. That these
conclusions have not been arrived at without
good reason tho followwing paragraph will
show, and, although the source is noted for
the manufacture and issuing of unprineipl-
ed canards, tho conclusions arrived at are
singularly logical.  £25,000,000 sterling
would have gone a long way to fit out a forco
sufficient, if properly employed, to save
France from Lumiliation and robbery, and
to avert threatened calamity to England.
Gladstone and Bright's efforts as peace pro
servation may cost that sum many times
over :—

“Tho New York World thinks that the
risc of tho Bank of England rate of intorest
to five per centis as aprecaution, adoptedin
view of the fact that Bismarck nosw holds in
his hands the means of making a suddean
demand upon London for Lwenty-five mil-
lion pounds sterling being the amount of
rates on London, in which the French Gov-
ernment paid its first dues to Germany. It
is a true remark wo should say, that the
conceutration of this enormous sum under
thie control of a singlo statesman on thecen-
tinent puts commercial I rope, and especi.
ally England, in a cerlin danger though of
a kind different from that suggested by the
*Battlo of Dorking.” The idea of the
strongest and richest government on the
continent making a ‘ corner” in gold, New
York fashion appears laughable enough at
first, but on a secoad thought it has a “seri-
ous aspect as well.

Tae reinforcement for tho garrison at
Fort Garry sailed from Collingwood on Sa-
turday, 21st inst., passed through the Sault
Sto. Mario Canal on Sunday night and have
levery prospect of makinga quick passagoe

to their destination. Our readers will re.
lcollect that it was determined to send this
}reinforcement on the 12th inst. and that it
was organized, equipped and started in cight
days. Tho cfficiency of our Militia Depart-

ment was never moro ably illustrated. ‘lho
facilily with wliich this force of 200 men
were equipped i3 o mattor for admiration,

Lr..Cor. WiLy left Ottawa on tho 27th
(Friday) for the purpose of receiving from
the Imperial Officers the forts and citadel at
Quebec with the stores, armaments and ali
other material thereto belonging. The
citadel will be garrisoned bya battery of
{ artillery, and such future dispositions made
{ as may bo required.

t Colonel Wily proceeds on a highly hono
§nblo but melancholy duty. It isone huu
{dred and twelye years, one month and nine
i dayg sinco tho British flag first floated oy
tho walls of the Gibraltar of America; it
has been bravely, loyally and faithfully up
held thero by the colonists, French and
English, and it is struck now amidst the
keen regrets of those whose fathers poured
out their blood likke water in defence of its
honor. Thank God tho hands of the colon-
ists are clonn in this matter and that b s
by Englishmen the disgrace is to be con-
sumnated. No one ean look on this transac.
tion with greater regret than the gallant of-
ficer whoso duty it is to witness it on behalf
of tho unwilling colonists, but as the fruits
of tho policy of the Whig Radicals; England
will bave cause to regret the step for all
time, as an historical transaction it will
mark an era jo tho British and Canadian
history. Colonel Wiley hias a heavy and as-
duous task before him which will occupy
somo days.

ARSWERS TO CORRESPONDENT:.

NoTice.—All communications addressed ta the
aitor of the VOLUNTEER REVIZW must be
accompanicd by the correet nonme andad-
dress of the writer.

In reply to our g.llant correspondent
#1,0.," whose letter appears in this issue,
wo beg leave to state that our answer to
“Voluuteer,” in the Vorustrer Reviaw of
tho 16th was correct. A Captain’s certifs
cato ol qualification is always second class, 1
ho is gazetted before another officer of the
samo rank who holds a first class certificate,
hs takes precedence according to date of
commission, and if promofion is open and
ho duly qualifies, ho sccures the step in
rank although his certificate may be of Iater
dato than that of his junior by commission.
An dfficer provisionally appointed holds ne
commission, the latter dates from the quali-
fication. If “L.C.’ «ill please to read
¢ Volunteer's'™ letter he will find onran-
swer to the question put therein the correct
one, viz:—~thodate of commission istho rule
of precedence, .

Tho General Orders cited by ¢ L..C.7" prove
exactly tho point at issae, that of 5th April,
1867, has been cancelled by that of July
15th, 1871. A certificate from a Ailitary
Scho9) confers no rank and gives no right of
precedence till a commission iz oblatned,
then it will give precedenco over thepre
visional appointments alone—but that was
not tho quostion put by ** Volunteer??




