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The North West -Synod.

T HE Synod ofManitoba, and the North West Terri-

wveek and seems to have Ilid no reason to acho the
complaints now and thcn nearer home that Synods arc
a fiftb wlicel to the coach. In three days dîîring which
the sittings continued werc packcd wvith information
and legislation. In Hiome Missions there was vcry
apparent a feeling of anxicty lest the advanccs in
work should go beyond the anticipated decrease in
revenue for the year. Gratcfnil mention wvas made af
help from Scotland and Eastern Canada. A wvhole
evening wvas devoted to Home Missions and the
speeches wvere of a Ihigh ordcr. In Indian Missions
appreciative reference wvas made to the visit of Mrs.
Harvie and 'Mrs. Jeffrey of the Toronto W.F. M.S., an
account wvas given of thrc ncw churcli buildings which
with the close of the building season an almost comi-
plcted and speeches -werc made by Messrs. Hlîgh
mcKay of Round Lake, C. W. Whyte of Crowv Stand,
and John McArthur of Bird Tail. Manitoba College
rcported an attendance approaching jx5o and expresseil
gratitude for hclp in the past summer session. The
staff for next summer's theological session includes the
following outsiders:- Dr. Scrimiger and Prof. Ross of
Montreal and Prof. Orr of the United Preshyterian Hall,
Edinburgh. In contrast wvith the general note of
advancemcnt the Convener of thie Committee chargcd
witb the raising of the annual $3000 nceded for the
Theological departmcnt of Manitoba College confcsscd
that the fund was several hundred dollars in dcbt and
askcd that bis resignatian bc accepted. A ncev Coin.
mittee wvas chosen and an attempt ivili be made ta
regain lost ground.

The non-sectarian public school systemn is being
carcfully wvatchcd over ta prcvcnt tatmperisig %vith the
legisiation wvhich allows the rending of passages of
Scripturc and the use of specificd formns of prayer. An
attempt ta secularize the system was checkcd by anti-
cipation. The attendance at the Synod was a good
deal larger than ever before ; thanks partly to the
choic,% of WVinnipeg as the meeting place-a place the

niost con veniently located and the mo3t suitable too
for rmisons of personal or business convenience-and
partlv because thîe Synod lias adopted thie method
of cqunaliing tile travelling expenses of its ministarial
members. The average this year amounted to $5.oo.
Those wlîosc expenlses amounted ta little or natlîing
contributcd to the central fund thie difference batween
their expenses and ive dollars and whoever lind paid
more for biis railway fair lîad the excess rcturned to him
fromn this fund. This wvas the first ycar the fund liad
been in operation and it provcd- very successful. The
meeting %vas chanracterizcd by an excellent spirit froin
Mr. WVrighit's very suitable opening sermon on Tuesday
cvcning tilI the benaediction was pronounced on Friday
evening. _________

Is it Possible.

Is it possible that iny ni who desires the ndvance.
ment of morality, vietle and religion, can be found, ta
advocatc the Sunday nlewspaper? Is it possible that
a minister of Jesus Christ who is set apart ta do aIl he
cati to hielp forivard His Kin.gdom in the world, can be
found, to uphold the Sunday paper ? It secms incrcd.
ite, and yet such is the fact. In tie Episcopal Church

Congress, recently field at Boston, the majority of
ministers present, during the discussion of this subject,
it is said, argued in favor of it, taking tht~ ground, that
thec Sabbathi is a feast day, not a fast day, thiat the
Snbbiath whichi is the rnost sunny alive, and full of light
is the lioliest, andl that the Sundny newspaper, '« vith-
out detaining the few wvho seck thîe highest lîcaven,
saves millions of poor souls from listless stupor, or
igncrant pastimes by drawing their intoresi in thc
wvorld's daily hife to an ampler reading than work days
permit. It is thair onc book, their muscum, their art
gallery." And this notwitlistanding the fact thiat the
Stinday newspaper contains lîardly any religiaus read-
ing! A pious layman stated in the Congress, that ho
liad examined some twenty-one of these newspapers,
gathiared from ten.chief cities of the United States, and
that only two out. af the 'vhole number lind anything
approaching seriaus reading, Mornovcr, he had found
by actual counit, that onc of these papers contained lialf
as many more words of rcading matter than the vhiole
New Testament. No wonder lie added; '«the present
Sunday paper is Iowerng, not * elevatUng. Every for-
cigner coming to this country observes the fact, and
cvcry truc man, be lic American or foreign born,
lamaents iL."

And yet there arceaven clergymen dcfending iL!
A majority in a Church Congress ! Such a thing bas
iever occtîrrcd before sa far as wve L-now. Here and
tlîcrc, it may be, that a minister, hiaving a mistaken
idea of thc matter, or being of a rationalistic turn af
mind, may have advocated thie Sunday newspaper.
But almosi. every Churchi Asscmbly and Conference,
from the Atlantic ta the Pacific, bas mourned over the
existence of this, as an evil af grawing magnitude, and
one which meditatcs ngainst the observance of the
Sabbath, and againsi. religion. And such is the case.
But thc evil must be resisted. Already as stated some
time sirce in the "'REVîswV," a couple of Sunday papiers
have appearcd in Montreal, bath printcd in English,
wvhich are hlawkcd about by boys, even rit the vcry
church doors, miuch ta the nnayance af the wvorship.
pers. We trust thînt this device of Satan may. not
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