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The Puritan settlers iacrecascd ia nuinbars rapidly, and continuai acces-
sions wvere made to them. But the rulers of Nova Scotia began to look upon
ttîcîn ivith a jealous eye. The littie junto at lialifaix, the irresponsible
couiieil that was not responsible to the flouse of Assembly as the executive

<~vrnînent is at the prescrit day, saw ia these iPuritan settiements a source
of danger to thein and their power. In the Puritan settiements the old-fiish-
ioned customi of town meetings, to which they and their forefathers had been
accustomed since the days of the Mayflower, was in full operation. They
were told that these town-inectincrs met flot with favor at Hlalifax aînong the
g0verning classes, but to the warnin- they gave no heed. Town-meetings
thcy %vould hold, and as B3ritish subjeets they ivould discuss the affairs o? the
colony as tlîey hiad been accustouied in the provinces from which they came.
The authorities deterînined that these town meetings must be put down at

ailhaards, and the following order is on record in tlie archives of Nova
Seotia: IlApril 14, 1770, Rcsolved, by the Governor and Council, that the
pirocccding,,s of the people in caiiing meetings for diseussing questions rela-
lin- to law and uovernment, and sueli purposes, are contrary to law, and if
persisted in, it is ordered that the parties be proseeuted by the Attorney
General." Ia spite of the abolition o? the town-ineetings, new arrivais
contiinued to corne froîin the older provinces, and it is stated that in the year
1772 the population had increased to 19,120, and when the colonies revolted
a few years biter, it was eveni stili more.

New EnLfland and Old England had stood shoulder to shoulder ngain-ýt
France; and at length, after a century and a liai? of war, France rcsigrned, 'with
a fev trivial exceptions, ail dlaim upon lier North Amiericain possessions, incdu-
difig Canada, Acadia, and NecwfoundIlaiid. Tflere was no ]onger a coninioa
cneniy to confront, and soon they bega-nn to settie affairs the one wîth the
other. Tliecwere jarrings and bicherings for a few years, and tiien tea wa.s
destroyed, blood wvas Slîed, and t'hose wlo ]iad fouglit side by side ait
the arumiies o? France, met cachi other in deadly combat. It is no part o? the
aiui o? the w'riter to justify one side or the other; but he cannot fail to sec
iluat liad the spirit o.f the statesmen o? the Commonwealth actuated the
btatesmnea of Engiland in the ciosing quarter of the 1Stli century, Oid E igf-
land and Neiv Engiand, Old England and ail ber Aiuerican colonies, would
liave beca one to-day, and the 1kag o? Old P.n-]and would have vaved as
pruiidly over Boston, New York, and Pliuladeiplhia, as it does over Quebec,

IMfî,and St. Jolin. Had British power and British liberty gone hand in
lband as nowv, no cgStars and Stripes'-> wouid ever have lloated in the brceze,
and thec ships 0o1 everýy sea that carry the American banners would have
wvaving over them the Union Jack o? the fatlîerland. Had Puritanism beeni
as domninanit in Enghind ini the latter part of the lSthl century as it was in
tie muiddle o? the l7th, England would have been the possc-ssor of ail bier
Ainerican colonies stili.

But whoever was to blarne, tliere was soon the claslîing of steel, the
liasliiug o? musketry, and the roar o? cannon, miglt deciding upon the cjues-
tion of riglit. Brothier became -irrayed against brother, father aantsn
fricnd against friend, and fur several years did the contest go forward. Thie
hu>und of the cannon rcaclied the settiers in thecir quiet homes in Acadia, and
large nuzabers synipathised witlî tli revolution amuong ail classes of thoe
inixabitants, whiether bora in the old world or on this side o? thec water.
Martial iaw was proclainîed, and ail intereourse prohibited with the revolted
colonies; but this could not stop the exodus. Even nîinisters of the gospel
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