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porance and wretchedness that were prevalent in England about
1735 «~—*“ The populace of Lordon were sunk into the most brutal
degeneracy by drinking to excess the pernicioun spirit called gin,
which was sold so cheap that the lowest class of the people could
afford to indulge thewselves in one continued state of intoxication,
to the destruction of all morals and order. Such a shameful
degres of profligacy pravailed that the retailers of this poisonous
compound set up painted boards in public, inviting people to be
drunk for the small expense of one penny; assuring them that
they might be dead drunk for two-pence, and lhave straw for
nothing. They accordingly provided cellars and places strewed
with straw, to which thoy conveyed those wretches who wore
overwhelmed with intoxication. In these dismal caverns they
Iay until they recovered some uso of their faculties, and then they
had recourse to tho same mischievous potion; thus consuming
their health and ruining their families, in hideous recoptacles of
vice, resounding with riot and execration.”

The following paragraph, referring to medieval homsage to
women, i3 from a contribution to Harper's Magazine by James
Parton :—* The ill-opinion entertained of women by men during
those ages of darkness and superstition found oxpression in laws
as well as in literature. The age of chivalry ! Investigators who
have studied that vaunted period in tho court records and law-
books tell us that respect for women is a thirg of which those
records show no trace. In the age of chivalry the widow and
fatherless were regarded by lords, knights, and “parsons™ as
legitimate objects of plunder , and woo to the widow who prose-
cuted tho murderers of her husband o: the ravagers of her estato !
Tho homage which the law paid to women consisted in bnrning
tkem alive for offences which brought upon men the painless
death of hanging We moderns read with puzzled increduhty
such a story as that of Godiva, doubtful if so vast an outrago
could have over been committed in a community not entirely
savage. Let the rcader immerse himself for only a fow months in
the material of which tho bistory of the Middlo Ages must be
composed, if it shall ever be truly written, and the talo of Godiva
will seem credible ard natural. Sho was her lord's chattel ; and
probably cho peoplo of her day who heard the story commended
him for lightening tho burdens of Coventry on such casy terms,
and saw no great bardship in tho task assigned to her.  Pooplo
read with surprise of Thomas Jefferson’s antipathy to the poems
and novels of Sir Walter Scott. Heo objected to themn becauso
they gave a view of the past ages utterly at varance with the
truth as revealod in the authentic records, which he bkad studied
from his youth up.”

Hero is an extract af a lctter from a friend who went to the
Black Hills: * Had you been with mo you could Lave learned
how to get rich whero there is no money—nich 1 expericnco and
washed gravel.  You might bavo added to your stock of informa-
tion thet which at some future time would bo of inestimable value.
You might havo added to your geographical loro by becoming prac-
tically acquainted with a great country that no geographer who
has any regard for bis reputation will hercatter darv placo upon
hig atlss, Yeu might bave realized—what you and I havoalways
reganied a8 ficticn—the truth of Milton's description of tho
‘httlo unpleasuntness’ that onco occured between Satan snd
Michacl wherein they harled mountans at cach other, &c.  Some
of thuso black sombre hills dropped iato Dacotah and God didn't
deom them of sufticient valuo to bave them replaced. Deadwood,
that gorgoous metropolis of tho hills, with its broad streets (abomt
10 fect wide) paved with gold, yon would readily havo recognized
2y being tho veritable New Jerusalem spoken of hy “old unclo St.
John " the Rovelator, whom we always belioved & crazy, old coot.
Yon wotld have cnoonntered a stylo of high-toned living in the
hills, tho luxuriant exbuberance of which weuld bave startied you.
The daily dict~—ambre iz and nectar—of the Olympian dictics was
wero hask compareu with the precious freight usually conveyed
through the alimer- .ty canal of the average Rlack Hills' boarder.
That classic Greei . dish wentione? on often by Homer in his
Odrssey, is tho chicf tablo ataplo of the hills; and its conaumess
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aro not all Greeks oithor. Ithink the dish is called ‘sow-belly.’
The hygonic qualities of the country ar of a superior order, con-
sisting chiefly of wholesomeo gulch water filtered through admirably
arranged carcasses, forty-rod whiskoy, cyprian loveliness, diarrhogg
and pistol practice.”

COMTE'" POSITIVE PHILOSOPEY.
) A Digest.

BY R. B. BUTLAND.

From Comte,John Siuart Mill, H. G. Lowes, Harrict Martincan, M. Cazelles,
Speooer, and others,

By discarding from his philusophy every pro-judgment that is not
scientific ; by banishing across the frontiers the probloms of substancoe and
cause which humnan intelligence is incapablo of solving ; by %asing on ¢x-
perience the whale doctrine of the general scicaco which unites tho special
sciences, and, aboveall, by co-ordinating poaitive knowledge according to a
law of cvolution into a senocs, the gass whereof are_skilfully covered by
hypotheses that reason may accept, and that reason does not contradict ;
by all these features, and by the last cspecially, Spencer presents to us one
of the most completo types of the philosophical apirit of the nincteenth
century.

To :{:thors who maintain this class of doctnnes, or at lesst such of them
as are considerod fundamental, it has been the custom for some years past
to givo tho namo of positivists, and they havo been regarded as tho disci-
ples of Augusta Comta,

The public, from the midat of which this J)on erful mind bad gzthered
with difficalty a small carclo of followers, had allowed him to hive, thuk
and die, without giving to his work the attcntion 1t deserved, and without
tf:hcrishing toward him personally any feclings but those of utter indif.

crence.

A fow yvears after Comte’s death the opinion kept gainiug ground in the
scioptific and philosophical world that Comto's Positive Philosopby would
catirely supersedo and replace Uhnstianity and the old beliefs of mankand.

Afterward, azd without very close consideration, Comto received credit
for tho grand mwovement of contemporancous thought which he did not
create, and which appearcd to pursuc another route than that ho would
hi co wished it to foﬁow.

This term ** positivista ” 13 ad.irable, it appiics well to that general
group of thinkers, savanws, and even mero amateurs, who baso their general
ideas on the positivo scicnces as a whole, and regard as wnsoluble the
problems that the pomtive scieaces can do nothing to explawm.

Still 1t cannot be sud that these savants and thinkers belong to Comte’s
achool. A school supposcs a master who has foundod it, and disciples
whuse chief care is to Teprodu se faithfully the master's ideas of processes,
allowing themselves more or loss liberty in details,

Hero wo bave certamly beld lines, fundamental doctrines, but points of
divergence canuot be called details.  Besides, the grand lines en which
thero is agrooment were traced ont slready beforo Comte.

If, then, it was well to give tho name of pusttivists to all those who
adopt thosc cssentisl principles, it was wrong to connoct them with Comte,
a8 if they were his disciple: \nd he was their master. A confusion wonld
ariso from such thoughticssness that would mistepresent their respective
attitudes.

In =pito of tho resemblances, and analogics and agroement on cascatial
points between toe ideas of Comto and the wntings of divers contemporary
authorities who adhere to Spencer’s synthetic, experzmental, cvolution
philosophy, there exists 2 prefound disagreement on peints that aro cspect-
dlﬁcbmwﬁﬁc of the philosophy of Comto.

cnoe the protesta that have ap {rym all quariers, cspeaully from
John Stuart Mill, who writes with 2 Food nature, growing out of an
acceptance of many of Comto's views, from Herbert Spencer, whose im-
)luticnco is minglei with a prefound rospect for the illusticus thinker Lo
differs from , and from Huxley, whoss assaults go to tke extant of .
jectice.

What Comte meditated was a systamatic clasufication of cur knowladge,
that might serve in the interpretation of clastes of phezomena that have
not been atudied in a scientific manaer; a Infty idea worthy of all praise.

Cemto revived the conception of Bacon {30 astonishing at an epoch
when kanwledge was so 1ittle advanced), it contemplated nothing less than
an onzanization of the sciences in a vast &ystem, in which soaal saeace
should appear as a branch of the treo of nature.

In the place of a vagae, indefimite conceptson Corzte has given a defimik,
carefully atadied conoeption of thewerld. ¢ has displayed 2 reach, a
fertility aud an criginality of mind truly greas, as wall 38a rare power of
geueralization.

Comte's Positive Thilosephy was an immcnse progress; it marks an
cpoch ia the evolution of human intelligence. .

They who rejoct Comte’s pecwliar doctrings, and adbere to positivism as
it was belerg Comte, o33 1a oommon With kim ofsniens that the oot
has hequeathed to the preacnt ; bot this adbhcaion sheald net be reckonel
in faver of the Qoctrines permliar to Comie Snch is the pomtion !
Spencer, and of the main body of the aciontitic philosepheraef to-day

Comto himacli always txxsit. that tha positive mothod in philosen) 5 bad



