
broughit ne food, but I could cat nothing. 'l'le 'acurs passed
slowly, but I took little note of theni. 1 did not cven know
that it was dark utitil one of the iaids came and asked if she
should light the lanip. I let lier do it and then rncchanically
took a book froni one of the sheives and atternpted, to read.
ht was only a 'mockery of reading, but it acted as a sort of nar-
cetie, and I had dropped inte a doze when I was aroused by
knocking on ni> door-sharp and decisive knocking, as if the
persen wbe did it was not asking, but was demrandiîîg admit-
tance. Just as the knock came the clock struck twelve, and I
knev that I miust have been sleeping for nearly tiarc bours. I
ar3)se from nîy chair, openced the door, and inqitired what was
want2d of mie. Standing ina the liited hall were the three ina-
doer servants and the old nurse, and the faces of ail werc
blanched with terror. One of the girls, in her agony of fright,
caught my siceve and panted: 'Oh, sir, do corne'

'Il shook hier off a-id addressing the nurse, inquired:
W~hat's the meaning of this ?' She was clearly as frightened

as the others but was more seif.possessed, and repiied: '«If you
pilease, sir, Jane and Margaret say that their mistress îs stand.
ing at the side door tapping on the panels, and that the,' iill
leave the bouse if you do flot conte and se.'

I told themi they were superstitious and bade thean go to
bced, but they cowered behind nie as 1 bastiiy crossed the store-
room and strode through it to the side door. I approached the
portai and I confess that ni>' pulses bounded as I distiffwtly heard
the weil-known tnp. 1 groped for the boit, wvhich 1 drcw back
and flung the deor open. If I were to five for a century I could
neyer forget what 1 theai behield. TIhere stood my wife, witl
bright, open eyes, a flushed face, disheveied hair and ber gar-
aiients stained with large spots of biood.

Il'James,' site said, ' don't be frightencd, it is I.' She nia>'
have said more, but this %vas ail 1 beard. Thîey told nie that I
gaspcd ' Kate ! rny Kate ! 'and feul senseiess.

IlWh'lin I recov'ered consciousness, I found inyself in bced.
My %vifé, dressed as was her custom, was sitting by nîy side, and
I lookcd around and wondered whethcr 1 had been awakened
froni a horrible nightnîarc. At last the rcairy of tbe events of
the past fcw days came back Io nîe-niy wifes iilness, her death,
her sirange retura fromn the world of spirits.

"When I suninioned strength for thc task, I asked what it
ail meant, and though she could tell but little, thiat little was
enough te solve the niystery. Site said she had feit as if she
vere being rudely awakened front steelp, and that when sbe*be-
came tborougbiy aroused, she discovered that she was sitting up)
in an open coffin at the bottom cf a grave, witb the blood run-
ning froin a deep cut ina lier ring fingcr. The grave was shi.
iow and site liad managcd to clumb out, whcn she observed that
she wvas not twenty yards froin the door by wbich she was ac-
customed tu enter the liouse. Site mmnde her way t0 it, and wc
knlow the Test.

I t had been a curiorts case cf trance, cataiepsy, or what
ever naine mnen of science ana>' give te those inexplicable simu-
lations of dcath in whicb ail the functions sccm- te be arrested
white the vital pi~ i ciple reniains intact. She had been restored
to conscieus animation by a cut upon lier finger by a ruflian
whose cupidity had tcrnpîed him tu a deed from wbich many
a hardy scoundrel wouid have shrunk in horror.

IlThc perpetrator was, of course, one of the undertakers

assistants, wlio, talle te resist tic tetaîptaticai offered by i>'
wife's beautifuil diamiond ring, lîad broken into lier grave and
wbite attenipting te rcinoec tic jcwcl awke lier front lier trance.
My gratitude te thc fcllow, whocvcr'he wîas, evercaie an> sense
cf duty and 1 made ne attcmpt whatever te discever lus iden-
tity.

I lived happiiy w'ith ni>' wife aiin>' >'ars aftcr îlîis occur-
rence, and whcn sitc dicd, soane miontlis ago, I trmnsfcrred the
ring to aîîy finger, aand tiacre it shahl reiaiin the rest cf auy
days.".v/une

INGENIQUS DIAMOND SWINDLERS.

RZOOKS and clever
swindicrsgreatlywiaste
tlicir genius for illicit
i)urpcses, sorry te Sa>',
becauise, really, several
of theaîî îossess and
evince a degrec of
talent, which, if de-
voed ta lîest pair.
suits, weuid scen
aîîmke thîem noted fer
tlîcir actitencss. 'l''he
followving twe ira.
stances, crac of whicl
wc translate froant an
ialian iaî,cr, the oîicr

freont an uaiptabiislid
priv'atc Frencht diar>',

forcibly support our assertion:
Tbe farst case, by whiciî tue ccdebrated jcwelcr, Mfellerie,

%vas defrauded otat cfa large suaaî, occurred in I>atis. Accerd-
ing te the tcstiaîîony taken, thc chieat %vas pcrpctratcd ira tle fo!-
lowing maniner:-

A ver>' cieganti>' drcsscd lady issued frein a carniage drawn
up) bcfore Mcllerio's store and antredaaccd laciscîf as the Count-
tcss Salice. Sue told hani that she liad cerne te select niarriage
prescrnts for lier sistcr, whicb werc te be iîresented te tlue latter
by hier future husband. lier prespective h)rotlîer-iii-iw, D)r.
'Manuel, liad rcqucsted ber te do it. This gentleman was the
famous directer of the private iunatic establishnment ina thc Rue
de Lengclianîîs. The lady selectcd tue diarands, exlîibiting
:nuch taste ira thc sclections, and told the storekeeper to wrap
themn up. She was not surprised nt licaring that the accounit
was a little over aoo,ooc francs, and askcd the jcwcier te conte
at twe o'ciock te the office of *lie justiy cecebrated î>h>sician te
rcccive payraicnt, as it was very iikcily that her future brcthcr-
in-iaw wouid desire to insl>ect the îlîings. Me\Iclerie callcd the
cenfidentiai clcrk cf the establishîment, a mîani therotghl> tricd
and fcund capable by inan>' ycars cf expe.rience and practice,
dclivcred te hirn tbe package ccanairaing tlîcdaaicnds, and sent
li te the asylim supcrintendcd b>' Ïr. Manuel. 'lli cicrk,
whcra he arnived there, said that he %vas sent b' Nlellerio,.and was
told that tue docter weuid reccive bini ira a fcw moments.
While waiting, the countess cntered, greced liii ver>' affably,
zand asked him te let lier have the diaanends, as site wisbed te
show therai farst tu the doctor, who was ira the gardea. 'lhle


