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Last month the Rev. George Sprott,
the delegate from the Church of Scot-
Iand at home, held a conference in Nt.

Andre..’s Church, Pictoun, at which most
of our minuters were present, and a score
or two of prominent laymen. Roderick
McKenzie, Esq. acted a< chaivman.  Mr.
Sprott stated that lust General Assembly
desired t e Colonial Committee to send
& deleguie to enquite into matters in
Canada unent union. It was hoped that
the Rev. Norman McLeod, Edinburgh,
or his brother, the Rev. John McLeod,
Go.van, could undertake the duty, but
owing to the short notice they declined.
In these circumstances the Col. Com.
looked to him as a native of this colony,
aad therefore one having a peculiar in-
tetoat iu the matter. He spoke of the
eommittee’s action with reference to union
m Australia; when union was first pro-
posed there the committee objected. In
1881, however, our ministers in the
Colony of Victoria, accompliched a union
believing it was for the interests of reli-
gion to do 80 ; and the Church at home
bade them God speed. Io Canada both
ies asked the ddvice of the Colonial
mmittee, but the committee declined

to interfere. When union was about being
accomplished he (Mr. Sprott) bearing
that some declined to enter it, urged the
committee to write or telegraph to Canada
oounselling delay until such time as-all
could enter with harmony. He desired
the wdion to be accomplished unanimous-
Iy or not at all.  His views however
were not approved of, and we all knew
what had happened since. Better that
théy had notdrivén so fust. Iu Canada
be met mdny people out of union, but
they constitited mere ents of con-
regitions. The Churoh ‘of Scotland at
the time of union expressed a wish that
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it shoald eomprehend all.  The assembly
expressed the hopn that all divisions
might be henled. He was not here to
advise.  The Church of Scotland regards
all those ont «f union as equ-lly loyal
with those in it He fult it naeless to
speak of the law-uit a< to the Temporal
ities tund. ek i many othe < lawsnits
asto chuich et It vas the duts
of the Unted Choo i i the intere-i
righteousiess 1o nogaire ing s these oing
At the confepence with those ot ot
union heid in Torcato, one elder wieer
another 1vom  different paiis of Casely
sto vl up, and declared ho v the mino 1y
had been spoiled of their churches by
the union act. It was dith-ant here
owing to the cool heads in tiese parts,

He spoke of the veso'ution of last As-
sembly us to grants in aid. It was re-
so.ved that the grants to Queen’s Col-
lege and to Halifax Divinity Hall be
withdrawn in two years. Tuere was
a feeling at home that we had too many
colleges  The committe also resolved to
withdraw all grants to congregations in
the olde: parts of the Dominion a: suoa
as corvenient.

He then proceeded to speak of the
State of the Church at home. The Re-
ports given in showed that the various
schemes were in a flourishing condition
notwithstanding the unparalieled depres-
sion. The members of ihe church in-
creased more rapidly than the general
population. Four or five years agoa
return was asked, and obtained by the
opponents of the Church in the ioterests
of disestablishment when it was found
that the adherents of the cburch consti-
taed the wajority of the population. Last
year another return was asked for in
order to discredit the former one when
it was fowd that an extraordinary in-
crease had taken place in the number of
the adherents of the Church. .

A great deal had heen done for church
extension, and the great centres of popu-
lation were now well in hand. He had
o doubt the present agitation for' dis



