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not truiv saY-must wc flot ho foreed to
say-God is as a stranger in the earth, as a
mighty mail chat cannot qavc

A few words hcaritig directly on our own
littie history. Four years aigo, it tell upon
me to urge as a duty on this Synod to ne-
gotiato union whi the other Presbyterissn
Churches of thse Dominion At that ciume
the obstacles in the way scemed as n.o-
thing in coînparison witla the obvions bene-
fits. Aiîd withi raie uîaanitnity, the vicwçs
presentcd werc adopred. Withîout a dis-
senting voice, we pledged ourselves te enter
on the task of adjustintg our relatiuns to
thse other Churthes, whîich wcrc also simi-
larly pledged witls ourselves. Why are we
now as far upart as ever ? How is it chat
resolutions unan imously accepted by
influiential comnmitccs, tise as:!ent of thse
aeveral Churches is partial, languid, or that
in many cases tlaey are hostile?~ Did
the God of peace visit us just for a
moment, and then withdraw as a wayfaring
man 2 las le resolved tu be to us as a
man astonied, as a mighty mnan chsat can-
tnt or will flot aave-a stran6rer in the
land ?

I ]cave timese questions to be aniwered by
every one as lie listeth, and pazss mcanwhile
to consider,

Il. The view indicated in this pas-
sage of the religious life. - 0, the hope
of Israel," crics the prophe, « thse Savioar
thereof in time of trouble." And again,
«Yct thon, Lord, art iii the midst of us,

and we are called by Thy namne." WVhat
these expressions suggest is, the dirert per-
sona! char-acter of thse relation between Goid
and man, insistcd on by thse prophet, and
this *lemcnt o! personality, of beart to
heart, froni God to mnan, as tise essence of
religion, secans to me to pervade and be thse
life of thse whole sncred volume. It is not
cf creation, but of a creating God, nor of
tise fail, but o! fallen man, nom of edemp-
lion, but o! Christ, nom of regeneration,
but o! the lloly Spirit,-no&, in a word, of
abstractions anywhere, but of God anad
man evcrywhere, that tise Bible bas to tell
ne. I cannot dwell on this feature,-must
hoe ccritent merely to indicate ita existence

and paramonnt importatnce. 1 say para-
mount, bevause neglect of this personal
element has been one leading cause, in my
belief, of the dcadness hieretofore or now
existing in the Christian Ciurch. We
bear mucla of Chiristianity,-as a creed,
a philosophy, a rituat of Low Cburrh,
Broad Church, liigh Churcb, of dogma,
liberaism, borin, of aIl tiiese ach, of Christ,
an comparitkon, nothing. 'rake each sepa.
rately as vour weapou to figlit the world.
Take Christianity as a creed. Yon are
simipiy getting dogma against dognia. And
why, asks the worl-1, should not my
ipse dixit bc as serviceable in the business
of life as thine ? Take Christianity as a
philosophy. It hecomes a ca,ýc of reasoning
against retssoning. And 1 know flot why,
ini cime to corne, as in the pasc, on the basis
of mere reabouing, the world tihould Pot
bold its own, or even carry the day. Take
Chrastiauity as a ritual. Sooner or later,
every religion, trusting for ite influence to
forusif worship, becomes an effete thing,
the subject of ridicule and scorn. Caris-
t.ianity as a creed opens tIse door for un-
lirnited scctariauisi and selizioe. This or
that doctrine becomes, for thec ime, a Shib-
boletb, and, in trying rièghtly to pronounice
is, the very aneanincg o! the Sluibboleth jaseif
is forgotten. Christianity as a pbilosopay
muns headlong into scepticiam, and with
it into sensualaty, and lifas's motto becones,
ILet us eat, aud drink, for to-morrow we

die." Chrîstaanicy as a ritual degenerates
mne' itahly into superstition and sacerdotal-
isus, with their sure rebound to infidelity.

Oh, thait we could ail attain to the Bible
vicw, IlChristianity is Christ " To lcam
Christ, live Christ, put on Christ, love
Christ, preach Christ, dcpart, and be wath
Christ,-bow shall 1 express it 1 Jiow
make it more plain chat the Gospel is the
Jife of Christ, that prophecy pointed Io
Chribt, that evcry epistle has for its aim to
tell of Christ!1 Jeans and thse Resurrection,
-Christ, and Iit» crucified-another King,
one Jesus,-the kingdom and patience of
Christ,-not "justification by f aith alone,"
but by faith in Christ ; nor adoption wo
obedicnce alone, but t'> be joint heirs with


