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the chccring influence of her beamis.
Strike lunar imagery from our best poe-
try arid what a blank 1 At such n
spectacle the shade of Slîake.qpenrc would
cry sîa:ne!1 Inmagine the extinction eof
sucli n passage as the following--
Ro.-Lady, by yondcr blessed moon 1 swcar,

That tips with silvcr ail those fruit
tres tops.

JuL.-O0. swcar not by the moon, the incon-
stant nîoonn,

That înontlîly changes in its circlcd
Orb,

Lest fhuit tby love prove likewise
variable."

Our satellite is a body 2,360 miles ia
diatineter, rclccting tlîe liglit of the suin,
and being, distant from tlie earflh about
240,000 imiles. Many ycar have clapsed
since the writcr vie;wcd it tlirouglî,I a
powverful telescope, and neyer shahl lie
forget the wonder and excitemient of' the
moitent. It seerned so near that lie Celt
tenîpted to haill" the inan in the mnoon,"
whose lioiely visage lias been se long
familiar to the world, but wiosc mnate
modesty shrinks frein the too prylig
scr-utiny of' the telescope. The surface
presents the ronghiest pice eof sceery
imaginiable. Divest thec rugyged preci-
pices and jetting rocks eof the celebrated
Glen Coe of ail verdure, and you have a
section of the view in mîiniature. Apart
froin the surface yon sec fflashing Qpots
whieh art- the tops eft' nintains reflect-
iag the0 liglît of the sun. These are flot
in ranges like thiose of the eartli, but rise
from the surface in tlîe forni of a, sugar
loaf, iii net a few cases te, an altitude eof
five iniles. Tliere are aiso fearihul cavi-
tdcs, net Jess than four miles ia <]epilh,
whieli are ce'idently of volcanie enigin,
and froni wliese bottom malter lias beca
extruded wvhieli lias solidified into steel)
andi rugged ininor eminenees. Tliere
are aise plains of great extent similar te
the sancly deserts of the eartli. There
are ne trace.c of water, and ne atiines-
phere îvhieh en be dctected. An emi-
acat astronomer supposes from tlîe pecu-
liarityý cf the curve describcd by the
nioon ia revolving round tlîe carthi tliat
te side turaed te' the cartlî is a prottu-

h)erance te whicli there is a correspond-
ing compression on tue opposite sitle,
whieii nay, enjoy tue benefit of an at-
miosphere, and niay eonsequently bc the
theatre eof animal and vegetable life.

The reason why we only sec the one side
of tîte mneeon is t'iat the peniod of lier re-
velution.-27 days an sone heurs-
round lier prniiary is l)recisely the

1erof e'lier revolution on lier axis.
goc pepic are oftea puzzled Iîow the

meomen an go round the enrth revolving
on lier axis witlîout sliewin g tlîe otîter
side eof lier thir face. To make tlîe inat-
ter plain, strip an orange etf hlîf ils mkia,
and manke it describe a coîtiplete circle
round a jet cf gas, la the saine timie as
it turas tîpon ils axis, anîd a chilîl will
tît Once Sec tîmat starting witli tic pealed
side turned te the gas a spectator at the
jet could net sec the otiier side during its
pregress. Tlie îîîoas days and iglits
are alteraately abeut a forînigbit longi-
tiiat hall exposed te tue sua )-iniv in
thie opinion cf one cf the lI-ers(cieUs in
a state of lieat exceeding tlîe tenmpera-
turc oflhot water, îvhiilst. the opposite liall
is correspondingly eold. Ali attenipts,
liowever, te deteet radiation frei its
surface sufficient te reacli the earth have
failed. The cartit appîv«rs la tic lunar
sky thirteen tinies lai-ger tlîan tic nicon
appears te us, presenting siimilar phanses,
but in the reverse order as tu, tiîne.
Wlica the meoon is full te us the cnrth is
invisible at the moon, and vire versa.
Our lcmowvlecge eof the nîoon's sur-face
lias been greatly augînented by iticans
cf Lord Rorse's magnificent refleetor.
That wonderful instrument reveals
blocks cf rock at the bettoms cf tue
craters whiih abound on it, and is cf
sufficient power te showv buildings the
size of St. Paul's la London, if sueli ex-
isted on tlîc Satellite.

Te the astrouiozer the nmoon is the
niens cf extcnding lus kîîowledge is in-
valuable. It was inainly by observations
of the inoon tlîat Sir Isaac Newvton rea-
dered himsclf inuiortal. To questions
as te the %wciglît cf the cartit, tlîc excess
of its equatorial dianieter over the polar,
the distance ofthesua, tlîe permancacy cf
tlîe axis cf rotation, and the uaiforinity
of tlîe revolution eof the earth on its
axis, our saîtellite furnislies satisfactory
ansivers.

At the outset cf tlîis paper ive recferred
te tue bulging of' tic earth at tlîe equa-
tor as afflectiag its motion ia space. h
ridge of inatter wliiclî girdles tue globe
is produced by its niotion on its axis.
And if se it niay be asked why dees net


