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Let me say here that fair warniing wvas givc.î
to the Cliinese autiiorîties of the existence of
-tlis spirit. In. many quarters the inissionaries
liad the eiearcst evideiice of its prcseîîce, and
,vore rcady to furnish flho naines of the guilty,
parties< wcrc there auiv (lesire to prosecute thein.

W.hile suchi a spirit was showîi (o exist among
the people, it înustlhave surprised miany inGlChiia.
and out of it, to hoear of whiat was nion becbg
(lotie at headquaî'ters in ]?ekiiîe. There the Eîni-
peror granted anu audience to t he forelin .Aîiias-
sado.rs ini the capital. This bas appincd but
seldonm in fltc histOryV of Chinlese dm»ploînlacy. It
lias led to a great deal of trouble l i)y.gone days.
More thati this was done, howevcr. Soon after

ne udinc ~vs ranedan in)eraiediet was
issued. This ediet professed to express aj)provai
of the laudable object the umiissionaries have iii
view and wvas a plea for tolcration. Need it ho
samd that wvoail rcjoiced in this evîdouice of thie
Imiperial good xviii. Tt wa.s understood that the
ediet wolil<l speedilv be posted up1 ail over the
Empire, and thiat thus Christianity Nvouid have a
fair fid ini China.

Soon afterwards Mhe riots br-oke( ont iii fuil
force again, and niatters were carried to suchi a
pitch that the homoe goveriurnonts hiad to inter-
fore. It was ovident to ail th-at the cdfict wvas
poweriess.

Few ]owever, expectcd tiîat it was a kind of
biind used by the Chinese diplinats. WVhen Sir

,Toiîî Walfhin, th ritisli ininister to ]?eking,
announiced th-at " this edict and its publicat ion
in tho Gazette wvas obtaiuiec by us witli great
diflictilty," i. becaîne apparent that tie document
ineaît ninclh less thaxi 'as; at fîr.st thouglît.

Up to this tiime <about August, 1891) scareiy
any of thie iiis.iionaries, undertook to -%vrif.e on
tho niatter. It Nwas now tie that they shoulci
ho heard froin. riortunatciy for thiein one of the
inost coinpetent aud ighiy resl)oCtedl mission-
aries in China, took the mnatter Up anmd -wrote
several letters regardiii-iL. Tbis Ivs ley. Dr.
Griflith John of lInKo.le is a Wclshmniani,
iaboring under tie London Missionary Society,
lias been in China weli nigh forty ycars, iost of
tîmat Lime iii the Yangtze region. lis communi-
cattionis-at once attracted atte-ntion. It was cvi-
dlent tlîat lie lîad beca a close observer of ovents
and 'was cîîtitlcd fo ho ieard by ail on the sub-
jcct. Discussing tihe Iiiiperial edict, Dr. Johni
said,

"Tihis cdict is the iost sat.isfactory docu-
illent of the kind that lias cvcr bec» îssued froni
l'eki. ain dciightcd with it. o, awr i
it* to ndicate on Lthe p art of the goverrnnent,
doublcîmoss of licart, \Vhat shah 'vo say thex to
thle stato of things thiat e-xist now? Are the
Chiimcsc officiais w îoliy insimcee i One hecsitates
toe answer iiiIe affirmlative. .A.nd ycthow isit
Possible todo ot.herwise 1 Tho principal instiga-
tors of the iriots arc unarrcstedl yet. No pub-
lislier or disseininator of the aîîti-Christiani
phmeards and pamphlets lias becit punîishcd.
.fheir naines are well Icnown to thxe Chinese

Ionor authorities. Wýe-e thieir arrest plcaising to
ollicial chiief, crinaiiais %votild long ago have beei
trrested and Puilîcd)e. Does it îîot look as if

thie edict anmd i)rocu-itons are issue<l ierely to
amiuse tlh eiirsai that the real inistruc-
1 ionîs gli-cia to thie Ion or offiiails lire, "Doil't; ho
tou xcatlot.s."

Suchi is t lie deliberiate conclusion ofthis votera»
iiinssiommary. Tliere is too good grotind for heliev-
il ng i t coi-mer L.

[t ilmay be %v-eli to lo(>k at sonie of the uxplania-
f;ions giveil of tie miots by iliose mvlio hiave
attei<leçl to the subject.

1. ]'opîîia- dislîke of imissiomîarh±s aui the
Christian religionî, wvhiei lias licen simnering
for yeaîirs, biaving î-suto hoihing. point and
hoiled Ovm*.

'2. A suddemî accession of race hiatred of
fom.eî.ner.

:3. 'f lese; outbreaks are part of a political iove-
ment foi- tihe expulsion of the present, dynasty.

IL is probable imat all Of thiese reasons dIo not.
account fuly foi- the disturbances. Oue thîng is
ctaim'n. Thle educated anmd inflinential classes
ai-e mnore te Maie ini tha mnaLter than the coin-
mon pecople are. This is adinîtted on everv
lî:mîd. Afanv of the coîninio people hiear the
gospel gladly. Very few-t of the schioiars or
oliiciais ever tlîink it worth tlîeir w'hile to listen
to wha.t a nuissionairv liaLste say. k isnxotuîmiike
thme position of aflfairs ini -udea in Chiristfs dav.
Have anmy of tho gentriy or oflicials believed on
Ilium i is thli question asked licro.

Thie feeling of uneasincss, as I have saîd, spread
beyend thme Yangtze region. For this therc ivere
good groumds. IL was discovercd that hunidreds
of rifles '%-crobeîug siimugglcd into the country.
Large seizures wvere made at Shanghiai anîd Tien-
tsim. Iii tho latter city tie foeiga rcsidoîîts muet
and took stops for theo defence of tiîeir homes in
rase of an outbrcak. So urgent did the situation
appear to the foreign consuls there that they
petitioncd thme Viceroy, Ti lMng Chang, not to
leave the city as lie is ini the habit of doing cach
n-inter. Hoe decîded to stay.

Soomi after thmat decision was murivcd at the
coumntry w-as startled by niews of an outbreak in
Lihe far xortb, umot mnmmy day's journey f-onm
Pekiîîg. There a robe! force made a raid on a
certain town anmd îniassacrcd mny of the inhabi-
Lants. lai another town it is reported that a
large numbor of Rlomanm Catholic-9 and sortie
Bolgiami îriests -wcrellcd Iy t.hem. A mission-
ary whoin 1 kîmon wvehl happenled to lie iin the
toîva wviere the rebels conmînenccd thmeir plunder-
ing, but w-as. fortumiately enabled to escape unin-
jured.

Latest accounts reported the Iniperia-l forces
victoriens ovor the rebels. Wc trust this is the
case. News travels slowly !il China and is net
aiways, reliable Nvlmen it docs corne.

So far thîcre lias bec» no indication of anything
ini that hie in this region. 15 is to ho boped Limat
the niovement will îlot spread ini this direction.
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