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"T E RPOSED NEV BiOOK 0F PRAJSE."1

IN the consideration of this bîook of the future, there are twu
great questions of dehate in our Presbyteries. First, shall

the entire Psalter, asL it stands, lie ineluded, or sliall we incorpor-
ate selections only, and soine new versions in ouir new Book of
Praise ? The last word lias not yet been spoken, and perhaps
soine light ilnay corne as we look at the subject froni the stand-
point of usage.

Have w'e any tist for thie cornp'ete Psalter? Most of our
rninisters ihave already made their own books of selections.
Though some have attemnited to use ail the Psahins, vry few
have succeeded. One, who miade a bold start, and proceeded in
regular order through inany services, lost the support of lii- con-
gregoation and hiad to corne to a liait at Psahin 50. The principle
of selection lias been virtually adopted by ail, and many of the
Psalms have heen practically <iscarded for years. Lt -nay be
safely said that one-thircl of our Psalrns are i arely used, and fully
one-haif of them are nat eeui-'Known to niost, of our people. In
one maoderately conservative Presbytery, lists of the Psalins in
use were carefully prepared. Here are soine of the resuits frorn
fifteen reports sent in. Two pastors used as xuany as 100 Psalms
each, the thiird highest nurnbered 99 on hlis list. The tlîree lowest
used 33, 29 and 28 respectively. 11i Psalins were used by none.
16 Psalnis were not in use by more than one. 14 -were, not in
use hy more than two. 15 Psaliiis -were used by ail. The aver-
age number of Psains in use wvas 69. These are significant
figures.


