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status of the legend out of xvhich Aubrev dle Vere dire-,\ bis
materials. Althowugh it wvas the master-ronianice of its cycle, thiat
is ta say, af the second grreat cy-cle bl Irish legend:iry hiistorv, the
foray of Queen Meave iii quest of the Bull af Lath, v.'ai a talc
fiimilia-,r ini tlie Irish under th-- titie af Il The Cattle Spoiling- of
Colony," no more than thiat.

Aithougli aur poet lias added ta the original tale, and exeni-
plified niany portions lie found leaiî enaugir,, mnd there is certainly
much iii bis treatmient thiat left the imtexiials lie used more essen-
tialiy epicai tlîan tlîey were before lie remodelled themii, anîd niost
epics arc taunded on sanie nierely local circurnstance, 1 amn, neyer-
theless more dispased to class the poemi iitlî Romantic Epics, likze

Orlando Furioso,"' the Il Divine Comiecly4 " the Il F.aLrie Quent,"
the Il Idylis of tbe Kingc-," tlîai with Classical Epics, such as the

"liicd' and the 1' Odvssey," thîe Il ;-Eneid,'' the Il Paradise Lost,"
thicIl Luciad " and Il Jcrusalem Delivcred. " X'et Il The Faray of
Queen iMeave " lias nîany. qualities in coniman %vitl grand epic,
and numerous cammendable qualities ai its awn-vivacity and
directncess, for ins:tanice-tha,-tt sanie immartal epies lack, camposefi
as they somctiiiies are of litige masses ofwrswihare to

ponderaus for paetry aidtoo respectable for absurdity. The
essentials of an epic are uniti. andI Progression, and aur poct's
narrative is, indeed, perfectly straiglîtforivard ; the action is single
and entire, having-, as Aristatte describes tbe requirenients af this
part of epic, a beinn.a rnidcle, andc an end ; it deals aiost
ecluctsivelv xvith --reat actors, illytliical and iwtlopoetic bein-î,
and, wifluin thecir limiltations, portentuous eveiîts ; it is character-
ized by perspicuiity and facility of construction ; it lias proportion
and sustainied style, there -arc fcev poemis so transpairently clear
and, more tlîai all, the incidents are brouglîIt out éisîd thezir imi-
portance insisted upon in tlîe cananical nianner af ClassicalEp,
aprapos af wvbicbi the rcader xviii recali that the actions ofilý

44 liad '' and tihe .1îii " were iii tiienîseives short -imi iiîi,i
îîificaiit but -,rie ,so beautifuilly extended anid diversilied by- ibc iii-

ventian of episodcs, andtihe viachiner% of gads, aniid ie ollier
paetic devices, that tLlieN niake up a lengtiîy stor-3. Altlioughi dtb
mndertakzing thai fornîs the buirden af the Iria"can ll.irdliv lx.
teriîed dignilied, bcimg' Mvien dcpriý cd af its mîodern emibeli.-is-
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