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TJiYE ECONOMY OF MACH'INERY.

HE wonderful scientific inventions of recent years are ini-
mense factors iii the material revolution which lias taken
place iii the conomic world. They hiave simplified the
proccss of agyriculture, lessened the liardslTip of labor,

and incrcased tic productive power of eneray and industry, and
facilit.itcd more perfect w'ork. Even the soul is rendered more fer-
tile under the treatnient of effective niachinerv'. The great major-
ity, if flot ail, of tiiose inventions xnay be classified as cléments of
wealth and aelargely instrumental in incrcasing tic prosperity
of nations. Tliev hiave flot only improved tic conditions of nian,
and raised the standard of life, but tliey have also stimulated labor
and capital into greater activitv.

To tlic different inventors the greatest lionor is duc. Thiere
is no calling or occupation more admirable than that of flic inventor.
He -who does that -,vhich lias jiever been doue before, and shows his
fcellow-nîen liow to niake improved use of the forces of nature,
confers an unlimited favor upon the w'orld at large. .Tlie nuniber
and value of inventions have increased s0 rapidly of recent vears:
that the people hiave come to accept the nîost wonderful innovations
wi%,thý readincss ; nevertlieless the triumplis of tliose discoveries are
the results of the labor of thinkers w'Iîo haive kcept in advance
of the crowd and addcd to the suni of lîunîan know'ledge. Wecaui
easily inmagine the inconveniences wvhich wvould exist without Uic
numbcrless labor-saving nmachîines now in opération, and suich
would bc tlîc.casc Nvere it flot for the geenius of tlîe inventors.

A spade or a lianîmer, in Political Economy, is considered a
machine in as mucli as it is an instrunment to facihitate thc work
of production. But such simple instruments, in geuîcral, are called
tools wvhiile tic more conîplicatcd ones are spoken of as miachines.
The latter usually us applied to a construction rcsulting, froni flic
combination of several elenients ingeniouslv disposcd to czisily and
efficaciouslv obtain a certain result. Both machine and tools are
used as a nîcans to couîtrol tlîe natural forces and direct thcmi to-
wards thc acconîplislî nient of our designs.

The division of labor lias been to a certain extent the cause
of inventions of nîacliincr. ELacli mîachîine perfornîs oïily onie part
iii the production-of an article. Wlien one man liais to labor alwvays
to Secure the sanie object, and his NvIiole attention is ccntred on
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