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this law of criticisni, by urging our readers to study Bishop Spalding'sworks. By way of describinig this emirient author, we have gathered afew of bis own staternents, which, it seemns to us, can aptly be appliedto hinmself:-
"Original authors; are rarely found interesting at first ; they ratherrepel and give pain 'oecause they eall forth in the reader the conscious.ness of his inferiority.' "In men of genius we rarely meet with any-thiing original ; but we firi in them trnths, with which we are more orless acquainted, grasped with fresh powe:r and set forth with new mean-ing and beauty." "lThose books neyer lose their charm which refiectthe ver>' life and mind of their authors :for a living soul is perennially

interesting. " "'Profound writers have lew readers."
With regard to our reading of bis works, the Bishop ini the saieindirect manner gives us advice :
"The reading of many books gives pleasure, but th-- careful studyof a few profits rnost." "Books are not everything,, but for those whowish to lead the higher life, the), are indespensable." He who lovesnone of the great books reads to littie purpose." It is easy to findfault : appreciation requires intelligence and character." Books makereaders, as opportunities provoke endowvments. They are opportuni-

ties for spiritual growtb2'
A similar seif-criticisu)i of his style runs :-"Detached thoughts,where there is both forin and substance, are rare. and are for miany amore belpful tonic than the even sweep of balanced and harmoniousperiods." That is, hie writes in the suggestive, aphoristic style of

Bacon's Essays.
The subject of his books is ediication. l'he want of a good qys-terr of education is, hie considers. the only thing which bias preventedand stili prevents America from beconiing a reaily great nation. Butthis is far from making him pessimistic. His motto is : '-Never dis-satisfied ; forever unsatisfied,» and Shakespeare hiniself has penned nobetter saying. With Bishop Spalding, «and it is but.the Catholic ideal,education is a training for the higher, inner life of the sou] : hence itincludes culture, conduct and religion. PIt is tbe natural calamity that


