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* -IEREVER tic Christian religion ccames
itls hrings ual oalyilis simple meussage

k aif sinan id salvatinn, oai iiiaiwaaîder
ing anud God'ls set king, but also a quick-
vaîed iatellcctual iîaieiiîeat. Tite tmoral

S teaclimng nof îr ILordl aiid Ilis apostîrs
is givenai ualinithe fbrin ni direct
defiaite riles, huit as livinîg prnaciples

%vhich cali for lîrayeritai stuady aand tliouightiail
application. Thiio is disfressiaug ta tîose wlio îlaiauk
that religionas teaching shoiîld £lways be the saiane
tiimîg ini cxacfly thc saine ivord-, cd limaI worship)
sbaiald forever cansist ai cxactly tlhe sanie ceremion-
a e I. lvent fl i miot intelligenît people necd a deep)
rootcd faithi if tiacy arc toa aajaislt tîcr relig'ionis
belieis, ira a hucalîifiil faqhiiot, ta thie intellcctî.al
chianges wvliclu are imevitable in civilized Chiristian
Societ y.

[na areccut ecs-la 11otheflc piction, Il Il; Tlere
Aimof ler Lufe ) ' " roiesscmr Goldwin inîitla lays stress
tapama fwo stroaîg infueces îvlich have cntercd intt
mîodern fhuglt, from heelmai t attural scienîce.
Tliese influences lie seenîs ta tlîiak tend ta aîîakce il
moîre difficialt for miem ta clieniqh a clild-likc faillai in
a persoral Ciod and a ronfident hiope conceniag thie
Futuire Uice.

Il ias iîadecd a greal change ivhienmenci first
graspedtfacttfhat flic stan is flie centre ai aur
solar sylsf cm. anud instead aiflIme sui movamue rouind
thec cartha as if seemtiad ta dIo, thae artha re'.aIved
rounîd flic sait, as wieli as rounad its awai axas.
\Vicn this is ncentioned noîv ivfe ldimcitied ta
say vhîal lias this ho do îitli religion or witli aur
faitli in God ' This is ackniawlcdged as scieatific
iact and is t auglîf ta nuir yoing people in tlîe schuols
as part oi tlac ardinary intsruction which does aoî
require special coammuent. Truie, but if ive go hî.ck
a little îvlile, histrically speakiiug,wie finu ihaf ecia
fIis ivas a burning tiieological questiona iiithe li. of
Europe. No doubit sanie opposcd tlhe îucî scieiufific
teachiiig becatîse they belicved Iliat if was false or it
Icast that il ivas flot demonstratcd;'but mauy denouin
ced it because they were canvinccd that il coîîlradiLled
tîme Scriptuares and led ta iaîfidelify. 'Ne, ta da3 - %% li
staad tapomi flicshoulders -)f aur iorefathcrs and (akhi a
%vider vicw ai tiiing,arc asîonislied ah ftic ignorance
and narraîvmess displayed by fh lic fîci leaders ai
sadicty, thi9ugli in sinilar circumistances atm conduact
woimd aîo donbt have heen flic saine. Galilea. tflie great
astronoaner. ivas sized by flic Ranan Inquisitioanamd
coiîipclcd ta refract lus traublesamne doctrine. The>
voild nat lîinder lini frot thinking thuat flic cartla
uioved. hut lue iîust not say 50 unless ic wvanted ta le
a aîartvr for science. Maai3 Protestanîts '1wcrc
equally sîroaîg and bitter against flac neiv doctrine.
\\'li the trutli prevaaled in spite ai intoierancte, ,und
good nien began ta sec thiat ji puttinag forth tlir
hands raslily fa defemid the ark ai God they lîad
becai bothi caward[y and irreverent, thîcuniens
tlaoughts ai the world vere enlarged. Slips cross.ed
flac Atlantic, a neîv confiaient ivas discovered,
adventuarous mien circlcd thie globe, in onue directiona
kmîawedge ai the round carthi ias increased, vhile
in another direction nmeni studied thie rder ai
tlîe celestial splieres. Inîprovcmiicnts iiii f elese;opes
aînd microscopes iveat on and men learned that
the wonders o!flice universe were inexlîauastible,
liofi in the infinitely great and tlîe infiîitely
mai. 'l'ie ver 3' greataîcss aiflice universe canme as

a surprise and a sbock toanmy Tlare ivere iliase
wlio said, Il Seeing that ftic îorld is s0 greaf, if therc
s a (Cod He niust bc sa great that ive cati kmiaîî ver3

littie about Hinu and He is probably sa great thaI Hie
does nal rare anyliig aiboautts." Eventliere wc
meet thie isual diversit aiflaunian thouiglit anid
learn tîat the way in vhich liceoîtsidc îvorld affects
us depends very Iargely upoma aur spiritual condition.
One says, - Ana andevamit asîronomier is nad," the
grandeur ai the universe and the laws ofithec planets
are sa votuderful fluat lie wiuo, perceiving tlis, does not
ioîv in aive and Nvorship before God, is not sane ,
ivlile a man ofidifferent spirit utters flic foahish, say-
ing, that Il tic heavens dîsciase no glory but tie
giary af Newton and Kepler," as if thiese great muen
were flic creatars ai tlue aîs tlîey laad discai'cred.
Tlcy îvould iadeed bave b en flei ast ta make suich
a1 foolishx clajm.

This question docs nat distîérb tluc Church naw as
it did iin the days îlien the great Chalmers preached
bis astromomical sermons ta show that the greatness
oi tlîeîvorld does muai destray but rathier increases
the glory ai the gospel. The intellectual ile ai
Clîristian maieni ater mucla strifé and annuanîrable
Ilharmonies"- has adjusted itseli ta tufs great change,
we féee thal these discoveries have nat abalishaed or
banislied God but enharged aur thouglits ai Himn,
amnd niade us realize more fuihy thte saying ai Paul,
tlat Ilina Hlm ie live and move an have otar ieing
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and Hle is iot far frona anyone ai us." We cati still
say wvtl Lord Baconî. "I l laJ rathcr helieve ail the
Fables in the Legend, the Talmud. and flic Alcarata
than tlaat tis universal franie is iithout a mind"
an.d that Il a littie philosaphy ncliaeth man*ns mind
ta atheisn. but depthir in philosophy briaigetia man's
timid about to religioli."

\Vlîcaî wveloak up inta the st arry sky aur thoughits
inay bce diffrent frant those ai Abrahiarn, vha.listen-
Ing ta (iod's promise, stooti under the Syri an bine sa
rnaaîy centuries aga. but we iinay have a faitlî as fiin
and as cliild.lake. It il;mutch (to be feared that aur
sloth, oaur pride, and aur greed ai earthly things play
a greater part naur unbelief titan any speculative
dîliculties about thec greatneqssai the Warld. Our
canfe';sion would thlnlie more apiiropriately made in
the Iailguage o neof ai ordswarth'snost beautiftil
sonnets,

The wvorld (s too intich witlî us- late and soon,
Gettigand spcndaalg. we lay waste aur powers
Litle %vi;sein Nature that is ours,
We have given our hearts away. a sordid boon
This Sea that bares lier bosùm ta the moon
Tite %inds that will be howling at al l hurs.
Andi are îpgahered nov ie sleeping flowers;
l'or thas. for everyalaang, wc are out of tune.
It noves us not. Great Guti . 1 d rather he
A Pagan sîaekled ini a creed out worn,
Sin iîght 1. standing on this pleasant tua,
Have glimpses that would inake el<cmess forlorn
I-lave siglt of Proteus rasing from the Sea.
Or hear aid Triton blowv his wvreathued horn.

Tite other distutbing influence ta vhicl Mr. jalil.
win Sinith reicrred cones frorn vhat is called the
doctrine of Il evolutiaa.' The ward evolutian nmeans
ta unroîl or ta rol aut, and if naw represcuts tlie be.
lief that tie worid vhich wue sec araund us canie ta
its present iorm tliraughi the slow niovenient ai counit-
less ages, and ivas nat suddenly called out ai nathing
6,ooo years aga. There were anticipations of this
doctrine nin arlier times, but it s in the present cen-
tury that at lias played its great part. hIf as set
forth lîy Mr. C. Darwin wittla asterly skîll ai argîi-
ment and vast wealtlî of illustration. It as flot possi-
ble "In a short article tu atteiiipt any explanattan ai
the '.ariois iarnsb that this tîeary lias assurned, or ta
prescrit even ai briefest outimne tue discussion that it
lias caused arnang scaeitists aand tlîeologians. As a
theary at seenis ta have a hili ieastire ai prababilaîy
aud as nový acçcpted n sartie iarmi by rthe great major-
ity ai scaeataflc men and by nany religiotis teachers.
\\*lientis thieor3 tlaat aitlflie varicties o! lie tupan tlie
cartlî laa'u cone do%% ii by tinbrakeai descent irom a
fevn, simple farttis was first elaborately presented it
e.aused great exctenent and canrrrversy. The con-
traversy is periectly justifiable ; oiiaew revolutaonary
doctrine shotuld be received withoul. carelul examina-
tion and severe craîicasrn. Tite excateii-t also caai
be .iccuuated for wlîen ive renetiaber tlîat ta rnany
peoiple rtue neîv îeachang seerned ta be subversive of
ail that tlaey liad finierly believed caaîcerning Gad
and man. Tite ioolisli jokes about thic relattaaashîp)
hetîveen mien and nankeys wvhich dad fthe duty af
argumntts an nîany platiorrnsiv ere sanpy vulgar.
uaiwortlîy ai the digity and salernnaty ai the subjeet.
Triis heated discussion lias fallen very largely witlîîa
out own generation. The influence afi a s still at
work in every sphere afi nvestgation, and it as stil
too early ta gather tip the final resuits, or nîeasure
ts reactian an plîilosophy and thaclogy. It lias

caused beildermient and perplexîty ta many, and lias
staggered the fitl ai saone. The trauniplant optami-
asiai ai Praiessar Drunmaaîd's prase-pacan an the
'Ascent ai Man " as a thing wlaci by maxîy of us as

nat easiiy attaiaied. StilI it waîîld be quite easy ta
fi11 the pages af thas journal îvtlîthe nanles ai mnm
%%ho, %witli t.oasiderable knawlIedge bath ai science
Itaid thcology, have came ho the conclusion that the
ductrine ai ciolutian ini any forni an winch il cani be
acceptable ta fair-aninded, antellagent men does flot,
anîd cannat, touch the realîties ai fath. The dis-
cussion stilhl ges an, and tlîe scicntific camp as
divided inta Il pure Darwinians,"- ultra-Darwinians,
Laanarckions, Neo-Laanarckaons," iollowers af Weas-
marnu, and sa forth. Some, lilce the late H. W.
I3ecclier, have preached liis doctrine froan the pulpat,
ailiers regard it as probable, thougli not safficiently
proved for purposes of preaclîîng, whale athers stîli
condeuin il as a dangerous error. The îvhole subject
wall becnmade clearer by-andby, but in the nîeantime
we are prepared ta maîtaai that a daes flot neces-
sarîly îveai<en fith li God or an the Future Lie.
Tliose wbo cani ignare the wiole maî'ement have no
daul>t a liappinebssai thear awn, those af us wvlo feel
that such tlîings cannot be ignored have hiad aur
moments af intellectual struggle and strain, but there
as nîaî general and campetent testimany that the
fierceîîess af the shock lias passed away and that the
present century in its closang years itnesses a re-
action iram materaalasmil and a return ta more ideal-
isîic and spiratualistac modes ai tlîought. Some tra-
ditions ai the eiders have passed away, and if lbas
been made mare clear that the Scriptures ivere flot
gaven ta teach Natural Science but ta reveal God,
and show the way througli the Christ ta righteauis-
ness and eterîîal lie. Tite great saving trutlis af the
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Gospel are as iresh and living as ever. As ta ftae
future life, in tlis cannectian, ive maay reaîîark tlaat i
God lias spent sa, long ini briuiging the lie of mian ta>
its prescrnt forni He is not likcly ta cast it rîîtllessl),
away.

The twao great chianges an the antellectuanl staand-
poinat oai rny meni in modernaimîes are only speca-
mîens ai changes tlaaî have beemi takang place aianai)
lufe ever since nmen learaaed ta think great tliotaghts of
Gad and the warld. Ignorant, superstitions mein
think fliat ever> great change waill destroy religaian
anad tlie Clauircli. The Greeks decreed for Socrafes
tic fatal lemlock on the charge ai being an atlaeîst
and leading yaung mcii ta despase tlie gods, ivlien,
indeed, lie ivas a àaîan ai larger intelligence, deepea
religion, and nobler anorality tian tiose îw'lo judged
and condemined hlmii. The jeNvs crticifaed aur Lord
on the charge ai blaspliy aaîd seeking ta destroy,
the tenmple, but ive can iaw sec clearly fliat He
brougit lieé and inmortality ta ighit and freed the
lîiglaest religion frontthie narrow botands ai a bagoted
nîationa. WVinust face tlais îîaceasing change and
coaîflicî tiotaglit becauise man is saîaall and Gad is
great. Thîere-,are truitis îvhicla cannot came dovn ta
tas . ive must grov up ta tlieni tbromagl i îuclî tal anad
travail. IltIl signafiethi thie removing af tiiose things
tlîat are shaken, as ai things that have been uîade,
thiat tliose thiîgs wvlicli are iiot shaken aaay reanain.'

'Make knowliedge crdle w:th thc wainds;
But let ber heraldi. Ievcrence, fi>
Before ber ta whatever sl<y

Ifear seed of men andi growth af minds"
linliais canmîectioaî bnifreterence nîay lbenade ta

a life which lias attracted nînchi attention. Mucti ias
berri said recently about tlîe late Mr. G. J. Romnaes
because flie intellectual struggle in lis case ivas typi-
cal. \Ve ktaow more about tlie battle in fiis instance,
but it couidriat have liad so nîuaclî interest for us i
ive did not know tlaat many mîinds have had ta face
prccisely flic sane difficulties ; a newv conception ai
the wvorld lhonestUy entertained bas coinpietely ab-
sorbed the mind and paralyzed aId beliefs. Theai
lias conie the struggle between mmnd and heart, be-
tweeaî knawledge and failli. Here ivas a man whli
for many years laboured under flie pressure ai intel
lertatal daubts and difficulties, wvlo could not rest in
careless indifférence, and could nat be content
îih a Il religion ai science." At thie timiae îvhen lic
drifed iartlîesî ironi the Chiristiani faitlî, and îvhen,
accordiaig ta lus own confes;siami, there ivas ini hini
nîost f aitle arrogance ai scepticismi, bis negative con
clusioir- yielded only sadness and disappaiaitrent.
He did nat rest in agnasticisrn but lcept at thle prob-
lemma umtil lie ivas in santie incasure led through the
clauds and couid say, «"I have came naw ta sec that
failli is intellect ually justifiable, it is Christianity or
noîlîing " Thiat failli is intcllectually justifiable does
nat deperîd apan thc testiniony ai any particular iridi-
vidual, but ive knoiv tlat the sanie baftle hias been
fouglat by many %v ha have dcsired ta be fearless and
open in tlîeir treatment ai new truathi aad at the same
lime faitiîfuil ta the aid, everlasting principles ai the
Gospel.

Irennyson's prayer expressed in the folloîving well
knawn lines is thc prayer ai a poet wvlo reads aighît
the signisai the tlncs. Ve are alnîost afraid taquote
îlîeîn. tlîey are sa faniliar; but is nat the secret ai
this fariliarity ini thie fact thiat they express tlic aspira.
tionîs ai every devanit soul inu a time ai transitiaoi

Let knovledge grow from maore ta more,
But more nf reverence in us dwvell
That mind andi sot!], accardang %vell,

May make ane music as before,
But vaster."

«-Wliereiore, receiving a kimgdom thiat caniiot bie
sliaken, lcetms have grace whereby ive may offer ser-
vice iwcfl-pleasing ta Gad with reverence anid aive
for otar God is a constinaing fire.'-

Stratlaroy, Ont.
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- N Saturday, the i 4 th it , ini St. Andrew's
SManse, Taronto. tlîe Rev. Dr. George
*Sniehlie, sonevhiat -suddenly, closed a long

aand itafluential fie as a minister of the
* Presbytenian Claurchi in Canada, lîaving

attained the 86thî year aiflis age, aîd flhe
6othî ai bis ninistry. He ivas a native ai

* Orkney, and a son ai the nmanse. His
father ivas tlic minister ai the panish, and

liad been spared ta a good aId age. and gave haif a
century af successfui service in connection with the
Established Church of Scotlard. Noi unfrequently
Dr. Smellie referred f0 lIis, and ta the fad tluat hie
ivas brouglît up and edlucated in the manse, till flic
lime came for lis entening the university.

At the eariyaýge af sixteen hievas faund qîialified
ta bc enrahled in thie classes of Edinburgh Uni-
versity, and -ta proceed, apparently withaî.t ini-
terruption, ta, the completion af the prescribed


