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dur Contributors.

AN EXPERIMENT WORTH TRYING.

1Y KNONONIAN,

We read somewhere the other day of a
novel method adopted by a mother to make
peace among her boys. The little chaps
quarrelled occasionally, just as we all used to
do when we were boys. Discarding the time-
honored use of the slipper this good woman
asked her boys to stop quarrelling, sit down
quietly and join in singing a pleasant song or
hymn. The innovatlon worked admirably.
1t had a much more soothing effect than the
use of an organ has upon a Gaelic congrega-
tion. The boys ceased being angry and rose
up to play m the best of humor.

It nught be objected by people of a conser-
vative turn of mind that putting music in the
place of the shpper, or the strap, or the birch,
or the ferule is a dangerous nnovation. It
might also be urged that music is not so im-
pressive as any of the foregong apphances.
The old methods made a striking impression
and the eflect sometimes remained for a con-
siderable time. In favor of the nnovation it
might be said that the resuit was good. The
The boys were pacified and that was the main
thing arrived at.  Authority might also be
quoted 10 favor of the musical method. Has
not somebody said that

* Music charms the savage breast. -

The slipper never charmed anybody. Some
of our readers may remember that they never
were much charmed by the application of the
birch. Ascharmers the strap and the ferule
were a pronounced failure.

It is not our purpose, however, to discuss
the comparative merits of these various meth-
ods of making peace among boys. We simply
wish to suggest the adoption of the musical
method among men. If the plan works well
among boys, why not try it among boys of
larger growth. 1fit was a marked success in
the family alluded to, might it not be equally
successful in Parliament, in the General As.
sembly, in Presbyteries, and in all other de-
liberative bodies, political or ecclesiastical.

Some day when Sir John Thompson and
Sir Richard Cartwright are indulging in their
usual complimentary exchanges, Mr. Speaker
might slowly rise and in his blandest tones
say, “ Hon. members will please join in singing

« Mary had a e lamb.’

Rrother Foster will please lead.”” Now who
will venture to say the plan might not work
well. Just imagine the whole Commons of
Canada—Tories, Grits, Independents and all
joining in that peaceful little ditty, “Mary had
a little lamb.”  The singing of that little ditty
might bring about a much-peeded change 1o
the tone of parliamentary proceedings.

Ow1ng to the mtroduction of racial and sec-
tanan questions and the establishment of
seme-political secret societies 1o the Province
the tone of the Optano Legmslature s a long
way from what it ought to be and might be.
Ontario 15 one of the best httle countries in
the world and might have and ought to have
one of the best Legslatures in the world.
Providence has done much for us, but the more
that Providence does for us, the more some of
the people seem determined to worry and hate
one another in the sacred name of rehigion.
Some day when Mr. Dryden and Mr. Clancy
are growing angry over such questions of high
statesmanship as tuberculosis in calves, that
mode! Speaker and most generous of men Mr.
Ballantyne might say, * Honorable members
will please rise and sing

*Let dogs delight to bark and bite.’

Brother Marter will kindly start the tune.”
Just imagioe the fine efiect that would be pro-
duced as the winety members—Tory, Grit,
Patron and P.P.A.,—madethe roof of the new
building quiver with their loud resounding
notes. Grit members, with a fine view to the
ftoess of things, night adapt some of the hines
to the situation, and, potating to the front Op-
position row, siog lustily,
¢ Your little hands were never made
To tear out Hardy's eyes.”
For use in the Public Accounts Committee
this would be a sustable line to strike up,
*t Birds in their little nests agree.”

It is sadly trac that parliaments are oot the
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only places in which men forget themselves.
Some of our church courts are at times litile
if anythiog better,

It goes unsaid that Dr. George Leslie Mc-
Kay will be the next Moderator of the General
Assembly  Dr. McKay is a man of original
methods. Should the Supreme Court grow
angry over deficits 1o the funds or over the
heresy tnal that is pretty certain to take place,
how would it do for the missionary Moderator
to say, * Fathers and brethren, stop this wark
and join in singing,

* Blest be the tie that binds "

FORMS OF WORSHIP: AN IMPROLV L.
MENT NEEDED.

MR. EDITOR,--It must have occurred to
many of those who are members or adherents
of the Presbyterian Church, that a great deal
might be done to make 1ts services brighter
and more attractive, so that while not detract-
g from the true spint of worshnp that we
should offer our best to the Lord. We may
retain a hold on the young people, who are
so liable to wander away to other churches
where the services are brighter and more at-
tractive. At the time of the Reformation, so
aoxious were the fathers to get away as faras
possiblz from everything that savored of pre-
lacy or popery, that they adopted a form of
worship severely simple, and which, while 1t
might be the best for those days, is out of
keeping with the wsthetic spirit of the pre-
sent age. The church is not prepared for a
liturgy, perhaps; it is not desirable under
any conditions to have one, but might there
not be a form of service, prepared by a select
committee of the General Assembly, sugges-
tive rather than imperative, and sufficiently
elastic to meet the varying circumstances of
individual congregations? Such should pro-
vide for the people taking a2 more active part
in the service, 1nstead of leaving nearly every-
thing to the munister, as s now done under
the form followed 10 most of our churches.

Having had occasion not long since to
spend some time in Buffalo, I attended,
while there, the First Presbyterian Church,
of which Rev. Dr. Mitchell 1s pastor. A form
of service was 10 use there which struck me
as very beautiful and appropriate. [ pre-
sume it was specially prepared for the use of
that congregation, for others in the city used
forms differing from it. Let me give an idea
of it.

While the congregation was assembling
an organ prelude was played, followed by an
anthem. The service proper then commenc-
ed with a few sentences from scripture, the
congregation standing, followed by the doa-
clogy, a prayer, the creed, prayer, and ending
with the Lord’s Prayer , the doxology, creed
ani Lord's Prayer being repeated by all.

The Hundredth Psalm was then chanted,
after which the Ten Commandments were
read bv the minister, the choir chanting the
responses, thea followed a prayer, then a
hymn, which the choir alone sang, then a
lesson {rom the Psalter, the authonzed ver-
sion being used, minister and people reading
alternately. The Psalms are arranged to
cover the fifty-two Sundays of the year, and
are printed in the form of service n aliernate
roman and italic, so that each could dis-
tinguish their part readily. Then the chorr
sang the Gloria, a particularly beaatiful rend-
ering of it being used. Next followed
the scripture lesson, Dr. Mitchell usually
selecting a number of short passages. After
another prayer the collection was takes, and
in connection with this was followed a
practice whioh I would hike to sce introduced
into all our churches. We do not sufficiently
regard giving as an act of worship, but look
upon it too often as a sort of necessary busi-
ness transaction which has to be attended to.
But in Dr. Mitchell's church (and others as
well) the elders advance with the plates to
the front and stand there reverently while a
chort dedicatory prayer is offered, after which
the munister receives the plates with the offer-
ings and places them on the table.

The announcements are then made, a hymn
1s suog and the sermon follows. At the close
comes another hymn (frequently omitted),
followed by prayer and the benediction.

While the congregation is passiog out ap
organ voluntary s played, and the choir
sometimes sing an anthem, io which case the
congregation remain seated till its close.

The music formed a very important part
of this service, and is rendered by a quartette
<hoir, as in so many of the churches in the
United States, set the congregation join
heartily in the doxology, chauts, and, with
one exception, in the hymns, though I think
the latter are not used freely enough in the
service,

With such a beautiful form there1s no danger
of the young people straying away to other
churches because the service 1s not attractive,
while the true spirit of worship was evident
by these. 1 am sure noue of our congregations
would suffer from such * innovations " as the
repetition of the creed and the Lord’s Praver
and the respovsive rcading of the Psaims,
Perhaps the difficulty about the incorpora-
tion of the Psalter with the hymns might be
gat over by the use of them in the maunner
suggested.

1 was pleased to see that this subject was
brought before the Toronto Presbytenan
Council at a recent meeting in the torm of a
paper. | trust the suggestions therein von-
tained will be acted upon.

Yours, etc.,
J. JoNES BrLi.

CAST-OFF CONGREGATIONS.

MR. Ep1ror,—The discussion as to cast-oft
tinisters has apparently come to an end, but
it may well be doubted whether any of the
writers really touched the root of the evil.
Ministers you kaow are chary atout touching
the heart of the question when the blame lies
chiefly with themselves. Will you kindly
give space now for a letter or two from the
view point of the congregations.

The theory is, the ministry for the church.
But in practice it is too often the church for
the ministry. The fact is well known that
many of the applications for “ hearings” in

* desirable " vacancies come from settled
ministers. What does this mean? [t meaus

io plain English that a large number of the
ministers are ready to cast off their congrega-
tions if only they can obtain a “call” to
charges they think better. Frequently, too,
while seeking a change the effort is made to do
so without the knowledge of their congrega-
tions. Generally, however, these things leak
out, and it is difficult to convince congrega-
tions that such a course is either fair or
honorable. The practical effect can easily be
imagined. Ifthe ministers look out for them.
selves without much regard for their congre-
ations, very soon this spirit gets iato the con-
gregations that they too must look after them-
setves, and sometimes this leads to action not
characterized by much regard for the minister.
Such a state of affairs is indeed deeply to be
regretted. Still it is not fair to look only at
the one side. It makes all the diflerence
whose ox is gored. If the congregations are
cast of, they must bear i* meekly and submis-
sively. But if the ministers are cast off, what
an outcry about the harshoess or heartlessness
of the congregations. Is it the ministry for
the church? Or is it the church for the
ministry ? 1f there is harshness or heartless.
aess, it is not all on the one side. Thereis
no use seeking to evade the fact ; the minis-
ters are themselves largely responsible for the
evil so greatly to be deplored.

Another point, there are times when a
change would be better, even though the
minister fails to see it and has no desire to go.
And a good many congregations have the im-
pression that when any change is proposed or
when “ difficolty” arises, the Presbytery will
side with the minister. Presbyterial over-
sight is strikingly inefficient, and, rightly or
wrongly, the uotion widely prevails that the
exercise of Presbyterial authority is apt to be
one-sided. If a minister desires 2 change, the
Presbytery generally makes it easy for him to
go, even though his congregation may plead
carnestly for his remaining. But if the con-
gregation desires a change, the Presbytery
often makes it far from easy to effect the
change if the minister does not wish to go.
A formdable **deputation " is sent in this
case to visit the congregation, aud they are
reminded of the very serious thing it is to
sever the pastoral tie, but there is no deputa-
tion sent in the other case, and probably not
a word about the scriousness of severing the
pastoral tie. 1s it the ministey for the church,
or the church for the munistry ?
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Congregations want fais treatment at the
hand of ministers and Presbyteries. [t s
deplorable if they are driven to the conclusion
that Presbyteries are one-sided and they must
contend for their nghts. [tistrue—sadly, un.
fortunately true—-that their treatment of the
minister 1s sometunes not as kindly as u
ought to be.  Still it must not be forgonen
that there are cast-ofl congregations as well
as cast-off mimisters, and perhaps in consider.
ably larger numbers. And probably the
remedy lies in that tone of kindliness and fair-
ness and honorahle treatment which is taught
from the pulpit being exemplified with scrupu.
lous care by the ministers and Presbyteries

in their relation to the congregations,
. ALAN.

UNREST IN THE CHURCHES.

—

MR, EpiTor, You have asked for dis.
cussion under the above caption. llereisa
plan that has been in my mind for years. |
believe that i1t would remove a great deal of
the uneasinrss. Of course we may expect un.
easiness su long as ‘‘ My .thoughts are not
your thoughts.” DBut I believe some of the
evils wonld be removed by the plan of which
I give a brief below.

As churches become vacant, let Presbytery
take them in hand at once and firmly. Give
each congregation or charge six moaths in
which to select a pastor. Ifat the end of that
time they bave notyet made choice, Presby.
tery shall place a man in charge for five years.
1f the field calls during the six months, the
pastor shall have charge for seven years,
After the end of four years in one case, or sia
in the other, the session shall invite some
neighboring minister to preside at a regularly
called meeting of the congregation. The
minister presiding shall ask, * Do you wish to
retain the services of your pastorafter theead
of the present year?” If the answer is favor.
able it shall be reported to Presbytery, when,
if that body deem it wise, he shall be continued
in charge for seven years longer. Ifthe an.
swer should be unfavorable the minister has
one year to look about, and the people have
the same time to hear ministers ehgible to a
call, either in their own pulpit, or by a com.
mittee vistting his church.

If the pastor should be called a second or
third time he goes on with the work with the
consciousness that he has the sympathy of
his people. At any time, however, the pastor
has the right 10 resign and may be released
by Presbytery if he is able to give good ar?
sufficient reasons. The congregation shall
also have the right of petition. When any
considerable number of the members in good
standing in that chur<h feel that a change s
desirable they may petition Presbytery, giv-
ing their reasons, for the removal of the pas-
tor.

All vacancies, probationers, and ministers
who are to move at the end of the year, shali
be under the care of a Committee of Synod.

The end of the first pastorates under this
scheme shall coimnade with the end of the
ecclesiastical year then current.

In case a munister 1s not called during his
last year, to his own or some other charge, he
shall be settled 11 some of the vacancies, and
1n case a field has not called, one of the last
mentioned nunmisters may be placed in such
field.

This system shall not affect any relations
now existing between pastor and charge, but
shall come into eftect in every case where a
vacancy occurs afier it has been adopted by
the General Assembly.

ONE WHO SUFFERED,

THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S PRESBY-
TERIAN UNION.

MRk. EntTorR,—As President of the Young
People’s Presbyterian Union of Torounto, I de-
sire to bring to the notice of your readersa
matte: of great importance. Three or fowr
years ago the Union inaugurated a scheme,
whereby the ministers of our Chnrch outside
of this city were requested to notify the offi-
cers of the Union or some of the city pastors
of the departure of any of their young people
from their congregations to make even a tem-
porary home in Toronto. The purpose of the
Union was to throw around these young peo-

. ple helpful mfluences from the very time of




