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singing and speaking, then Chinese assemble, listen and
believe. Il is possible ta go through dead ionms, immtate
noted mien, and regard tht whale affair as daing " duty.Y
What is duty ? I conceive it ta be doing cne's wark in a
business way and doing one's business in a dntifui way.

IAnd I will nake you ta become fishers ai nen." I
renember how we used ta fish in /.arra, an -bc I" Mud-bnanch."
With touser-legs tled up wt waded through manshes, stoad
an bar.ks, crouched under bushes, seached for pools, and,
with a broken bnanch for pale, bent pin for hoak, but goad,
piump carthwanns for bait, caughit the brîlliant traut, big-
headed chub and siuggish sucker. And that to by usîng tht
sanie hait difféent ways for ail thnee. "lFishers ai men.»

Hcw cdean aur duty is I Back ta tht point then. We labourcd
at tht stations abave mentianed for concited literati, busy
trader, appressed peasant and ignorant «amen and children.
We vsted at places iran bouse te bouse, extractd tcecth in
cliapels, temples and streets ; prcachcd ta ail classes, always
hearing in mind their environment. Cambatied, rebuked and
exhorted ; canversed, sang and praycd. In addition we gave
four phantasmagantan exhibitions ai fully 20e vîews each,
enhnacing bîblical, astronamical, bîstonîcal, zooIogicl,
gengraphîcai and geological. Insîde tht Tua-tîn-tia church
were 583, hesides a large crowd outside. Tht former in-

- cluded merchants, students framn tht Governor's English
schaol, literati, pe2isants and officiaIs, mnr and wantn.

There can becfia daubt about tht spread ofiknowledgc here
dunîng ail these past years. As soon as eclipses ai sun and
moon were tbnawn on tht screen converts and others sbouted
IHaw plain." Il Who can doubt now? " IlWonderfitî tht

skill aofareigners." IlWhere's the dragon eating tbe*moon ? I

I thaught best just ta remaîn slent and let tht people have
their awn say. Ail were delîgbted wîth such vîews as ' Ice-
bergs seen by Dr. Kane," Qutbec, Thousands Wsands,
Montreal and bridge, St. Lawrence River, Mebourne, Edin-
bungh Castle, Mts. Vesuvius and Stromboli, Hecla and
ALtna. They were eiîthisastîc aven " The Charge zt Bal-
aclava," Il Strning tht Malakhaff," etc. But six vews ai
tht aid n.an and is son gaing te market wth their ass ta
selI taok the audience by stanm. Tht moral ai course
tauched a chord in buman experience. Really what a fool
the man must be who tries ta please evtrybody when ne twe
are simîlar. Inspînîng thaught, aur bîghest aîm should
bc aven tht beads oi mcn te please aur divine Master I

By tht above-stated conined means wc worked durîng
thetrtip for souls-laboured for Christ and stired up tht con-
gregations (net wt hope and we hope god may result, etc.).
We actually gatbertd in seuls and stîrred up tht churches,
wcrkîng as far as aur part was cancerned as if there were nc'
hclps fran above, but confident that ail was for Cbrist's sake,
and neyer mare cansciaus than that ail things were accani-
plished by Hîs Almghty powcr. 1 an ever youns sinccreiy,

G. L. MACKAY.
Tamnsuî, .August .4, îço

L1ETR FROM. REV. JOHN JAMIESON.

I)EÂR DRt. \ARDROI'E, -1 have lately been able ta vîsit
ail tht stations in tht Tansui district. heginning at Pat-li-hun
an May 8 and finshing with Sn-Tian an Sabhath, J uly 6.
I was at tht chapels and beld services chiefly an Sabbaths,
but at a few ai them I had meetings on week days. When
practicable, wbîch was at nast places, we celebrattd tht ordi-
nance ai tht Lord's Supper, thtenenibers cammuning vary-
ing, in sont cases being only a tew, in others twenty and up
te foty.

Tawards tht end of june, I aise made tht round af aur
sautbern stations in the Tek-chhan district. At Ang-mng-
kang, anc ai tht waiîs of tht chapel but af sun-dried bricks
has partiy falen down, nain having ieakcd down inta it from
tht roof. Aise tht roof ai anc ai the smaller apartmcnts in
tht peacher's roans lias falen in. These wiII have ta be
repaired, if passible, befaî-t tht typhoon season canes on.

At tht chapel in Tek-chhamn City an tht fonenoon ai Sab-
bath, june 29, there was a gond congregation of tram sixty ta
seventy regulan heaners besides outsiders. Divine service
being aven, ater an irterval vie partok oi the communion,
about twentvsitting dawn te.thc table.

Tht preachers framn two cf these stations were at tht tintaif
ny visit at Tamsui for a pcriad ai drill, but in tht eveninîgs I
spent at tht Chaptîs a iew gathered, te whom i had tht appor-
tunity oi speaking. Ase ait wayside ride shops and halting
places, 1 generally find there is an optn door for making
known te tht bystandens mare an less about cur calling and
message ci peace ta mea.

On return I found tht mission premises much quitter
than when 1 left, and na wonder, because 1 had been accus-
tomed te being present at cantinuaus nightly meetings afiter
tht work cf tht day, whtn preachers and their wives, students
and chldren af canvert3 bting drilled by Dr. Mackay filled Ox-
ford College Hall te its utmest seating capacity, and engaged
in theit difféent execiscssinging, speaking fran the platfotm,
reciting, reading, etc. Alter six months af such wonk, tht tint
having coe te dismiss thtmn, they had dispensed, and Dr.
Mackay himsnlf is away in tht country'.

These mteetings during tht past months, as nany such in
tht sainie hall, will bc long remembcred by ail whe attendcd
them, and I wish that sont fiends of the Chunch fran Canada

coufldave been prescrnt te h2ve their htartn cheentd and
encaunaged by, seeing what diligent training, cambintd wth
faithioltcaching ai Bible tnuth, is able td accamplish. Yours
respectfully, JOHN'JAMIESON.

Ta:nssd, JMy 9, 1890.1
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Christian Apoiogetics bas for lits function ta vindicate the i
divinity of the Christian religion. Christianity baslits centre 5
and fouindation in lesus Christ. It is a divine religion il He t
is a divine persan jesus Christ is set forth as the culmina-l
tien of a lengthened series of revelations from Cod. By diversa
portions and in divers manners, His word was spoken ai ldad
tume, but when the fuiness af the tme came, the Word
became flesh and dwelt among men. If lesus Christ is a
divine persan, then the Old and New Test'iments are the
record af a divine revelation. H-ence tht vindication af
Christianity is the vindicatian af the divine character af
lesus Christ, its founidation, and af the Scriptures whicht
testify af Him. Moreaver, the reality af the Christian religion
presupposes thte existence af Gad, a self revealing being, ande
cannat be contradictory ta any disclosures He may have madeç
apart framn Christianity, or the preparatian for it in the Bible.s
Hence tht vindication of Chrîstianity ither includes or pre-1
supposes the establishment af the discoveries Cod has madet
ai l-imsell ta man in the natural exercise ai bis faculties, and s

frein natutai abjects and events. Thest constittte the spbete i
ai natural theology. The Christian religion gathers inta
itscIi ail that is truc ai natural religion, and consequeritly can-t
flot disregard external nature or the constitution ai man as
sources ai truth concerning divine things.

The revelation, which nature and the Bible contain, is f
justly callcd divine, flot simpiy because Cod is tht author ai
it, but aiso because He is essentially the substance ai it, thet
Ont wham lit makes known. Nature is a source ai religion,
because God reveals Hiniseli in it, and for that reason alone.
In the tessons it teaches ta the receptive mmnd, it gives indica-
tions of His hcing and character. Scripture is the record ai t
a special histary, in which ail the earlier agents ai revelatiaii,
as well as the only begotten Son, declared God. Its doc-
trines and marais bath are a disclasure ai the persan ai Cod.
Despite charges ai vagueness and generaiity, the statement
is rit once coroprebiensive and exact, that Ilthe Scriptures1
principally teacb what man is ta believe concernîng Cod, and
what duty God requires ai man." This duty alsa embraces
knowlcdge concerning Cod, since it connects itself with His I

revealed will. Christianity bas a grnund for continued exist-
tnce, simpiy as it realizes the promise ai Gad ta manifcsts
Himself in the hearts ai believers. The rev'elation an which 2
the Christian religio'n rests, and which apalogetics lbas ta
vindicate, is alike in nature and Scripture, anc in which the
Revealer is identicai wth what iîs revealed. Apologetics,
then, bas ta establish that the foundation ai Christianityi
is a seif-revelation af God. The character ai that revelatian
will guarantee its truth, its authority, and its adequacy.

Tht self- man ifest ation ai God impiies that man bas an
intelligence capable of apprehending Hini. Hence a power
ai cagnizing the divine must be assumcd. This dots fnot imply
that previaus ta, or indenendent of A experience, nman pas-
sesses a tharoughly developed idea af God, which can bc used
as a touchstoet ttst the reality of professeci manifestatinns.
It does imply, hawever, that wben the thaught ai the super-
natural rises inta cansciausness an occasion ai apprapriate
experience, it springs out ai the depths ai the mmnd itself.
Beholding the attributes displaycd in His works, it is able ta
recagnize that these are attributes ai a Divine Being, and in
this recognition ta rise ta a mare adequate conception ai His
character. Tht actuai discernment ai God, in nature or
Scripture, is the highest assurance that man possesses thel
power ta discern H in, just as by actually looking at the sun
we inay know assuredly that we can sec its light, an assurance
that would nlot bc shaken, tbough saine should refuse n lcok,
or others insist an looking witb their eyes shut. If t' c r xam-
ination ai the iacts ai Christianity, and the graîinds an wbich
it rests, convinces tbe candid mind tbat the excellencies ai
Cod are displayed in it, then tht function of apoloCetics is
accomplished. The evidences ai naturai and reveaied religion
are really a setting forth ai the different ways in whch Cod
has manifested Himself. Cod manifests Hîiseli by the dis-
play ai His attributes. Accordingly a passible classification
oi tht different uines ai Christian evidences would be ta
arrange them in graups corresponding ta the divine attributes
prevailingly displayed in each. The variaus branches ai cvi-
donce are sa many manifestations ai divine agency in the
things ai which we can take knawledge. It is not necessary
that they should exhaust ail the attrîbutes ai God, or, indeed,
bear witness ta any save sucb as in sanie measure may be
posstssed by creatures. When these are displayed wth a ful-
ness and perfection flot found in any creature, they must be
ascrîbed ta God. Apaiogetics seeks ta show in every subject
it embraces, that God is cniodying sanie traits oi bis charac-
ter. If there is a Supreme Being, Creator and Gavernor ai
ail, it is no mare than reasanable ta expect that the invisible
tbîngs ai Hîi may be understood by thethtbngs which Ht bas
mnade a.d dont. Hence tht contents of the universe through-
out aI i te nay be expected ta show forth tht agency af itî
ta whom it is dut.

Tht order oi these variaus manifestations may be called
an evalution, if tbey are faund ta bear witness ta an agtncy,
,cantiîfliats, progressive, and gradually attaining fuiler develop-
mnent, se as ta reveal new features and deepen tht definiteness
of thase already reveaied. Tht idea oi evolution is ont that
has but recently risen over the mental horizon. Applied as a
theary under which tht iacts ai bîoiogy miRht be braught, it
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bas been successively extended te other subjects, tîntil naw it
claims ta embrace the phenomena and genesis ai the entire
universe. Accarding ta this theory, everything commences
in a rudinmentary condition, and passes tbrough a series oi
states, each slightly varied (romi and slightly more developed
than the preceding, until a precise and determinate fan is
ieaclicd. In sanieai its applications evalution is nat at vari-
ance with the existence and pravidential oversîgbt ai God. As
a matter ai fact, however, it is prevailingly presented in an
atheistic fari, as a theary which furnishes a substitute for a
Suptree ing. Wben so presented it labours under tht fatal
defect ai contintially assuming uncaused iesults. If there be
no God, no one ta imoant His awn efliciency, then whenever a
higber product is evoived onît ai sometbing lower, that part ai
tht product which is aven and above tht efflciency ai what
praduces it, is an effect v.hich bas no cause wbatevcr. If,
however, tht operation af God is diîscernible in ail created
existence, and is even a necessity ai thought in arder ta ex-
plain it, theîî any rcality that mnay be asserted i evolution is
simiply an evolutian in tht manifestation ai tht supernatural.
This is tht necessary basis on which ail theories concerning
the facts ai existence must praceed in order ta have self-con-
sistency. The facts ai existence not ont> supply us with a
stries ai manifestations ai a suptrnatural heing ; when rightly
initrprtted they make knawn an osdefly pTogtess and increas-
ing develapment in these manifestations-an evolution. 13Y
this is net meant that supernatural qualities came inta fuller
being from tume t in t in tht history ai tht wonld, or attain
a fuller self- con scîousness, as if tht supernatural gradually
became clothed with greater divinity, or gradually came ta tht
full consciousncss ai that divinity. But it may be maintained
that the hîstory ai tht world is an increasing disclasure of God
through His attributes, su that as tume advances those pre-
viously dispiayed become mare distinct and fresh cnes risc in
its prominence. Thus tht evîdences ai natural and revealed re-
ligion may be groupcd, flot simply under tht variaus divine
attributes, but aise in an orderly sequence, correspnnding ta
the actuai order in whicb these attnibutes appear. Tht super-
natuaalcames witb încreasing fulness inta the spbere ai nature.
The entire phenomiena ai inanimate nature, tht existence of
lite and ai human reasan, and.tht iacts ai what is speciaily
denominatcd revelation bear witness ta an increasing onderly
dcvelapment in tht manifestation ai tht divine character.
Even thase who deny tht possibility ofiknowing anything super-
natural generally acknowledge that tht phenomena ai be-ng,
as known ta us, bear witness ta a Being abova and behind
them. Spencer, the apostîe ai modern agnosticism, is con-
strained ta pastulate an infinite and eternal entngy iran which
ail things proceed. To characterize what dan bc thus de-
scribed as absolutely unknown scems a contradiction in tcrms.
Mareover, the acknowledgncnt ai so much as tbis is flot logi-
cally consistent with the denial, that futther manifestations ait
passible irom tbe samne source. It is impassible ta arrange ail
tht phenamena in wbich evidences ai Gad may bc traced,

sttyaccod 1ng ta their appearance in tint. Certain broadiy-order is knawn . ly means ai these can be ascertained
whctber, iran stage ta stage, tbere is such an increase in tht
manifestation ai supernatural agency and sucb an orderly pro-
gress as may be designated an evolution. Three such pcrsods
are matked by tht beginning ai externat nature, tht appear-
ance ai nan and those special occurrences professcdly looking
iorward ta, and conntcied with tht caîning ai Jesus Christ.
Science and tht Bible bath deciare that these three stand in
successive order. No ane doubts that tht external world hadi
been gradually shaping itscii, in accardance with tht !aws ai
nature, inta its prescrit fanm before tht appearance ai maan.
Equaily witbout doubt is it that man bad lived ages an tht
earth when Ont appcared iran whan history took a new be-
ginning. These successive periads require ta be interrogated,
ta ascertaîn what disclosures they make oi supernatural
agency connected with thern.

WVe ask first, what maniestatiun ai a divine Bting is te be
found in external nature, as it was before tht appearance ai
man. Placing aurselves in thouglit, at tht very thrcshald ai
tht existence oi matter, dots any supernatural agency
appear ? It is difficuit ta fanm a conception ai what that
condition was- Wt must think away ait cnteriag inta aur
idea af externat nature froxu ts cafnectton, with man. We
must tbiok awvay ail tht character itpassesses from
its adaptation ta the nteds ai lufe, animal or vegetabie.
We miust think away ail crderlincss or cxactntss of
fanm. But when we reach hack ta tht primitive form-
less void, we find existence. This demands a cause, and
declares itseli ta bc tht product ai a power which created it.
Tht supernatural commences ta bc deciared as a power,
through which tht natural cames inte being, and by wbicb
ait things are upheld. Any attempt te evade tht evidence of
a supernaturai power, continuous iran tht dawn cf creation,
must spring tram a denial, either that a begincing oi exist-
ence demands a cause, or that thene ever bas been such a
beginning as creatian iînpiies. That every event must have a
cause can be dtnied only by daing violence ta human reason.
A cause is flot simply a phenonenai antecedent, in'variably
and unconditionally prescrit, nar yet the substance ai the
effect existing in an carlier forn. If tht idea were thus lim-
ited, its unî,rersaiity mîght plausibiy bc denîed, or ati east
made a question for further investigation. But besides being
a substantial existence, preceding and cannectedl with its effect,
a reai cause gives forth an efficacy adequate te tht produc-
tion of that effect. Thus understocd, tht jqdgmcnt that
evecffezt itas a cause is a ntcessany native principle ai tht
mind, neither tht ofl'spring cf experience nar a deductian
iran any higher principît. Even those who seck ta deny
tht validity of this judgment cannot and do nat deny thal it Is
a nece.ssity oi thought. They set themselves ta explain why
men universally think it. Tht explanations invoive in sont
farn or other an appeai te tht hact that this ciusai cannec-
tien bas aiways been found in expericnct. This, haweter, is
insuffilcient, because expenience, ne natter hew wide and
uncontradicted, can tell us oniy what is, neyer what must bc.
Tht judgmet is in fa.- tht indispensable condition of ail
experience, se that its necessity is invoived in thte existence
ai reason itself. Unless this judgment be acknawitdged as
valid, tht mmnd is self-cantt-adictory, its utterances are untrust-
worthy, and tht only lagicai restinq.place is an abselute scep-t
ticismn about evtrytbihg which na man in bis rîght reason
ever consistcntiy carritd out

(To be coginued.


