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THANKSGIVING SERMON
e Y W ::::.I. AtTTAWA
*Dut sock yo Ant the kingdomn of Lod, and T sight-
dousness; anxf all these things shall be nulded unte you,™
Matt v, 33

PERMANENT CAUSES POR THANKKGIVING.

\Wao are met to-day to give thanks to God for His
groat gooduess o us as a nation.  And we have much
to be thankful for. \We have the truest hberty ; such
liberty as by 1he defimition of one of F.ngland « great-
st jurists, “consiats 1n the power of domg whateves
the Iaws pamit.” \We have a responmble govern.
ment which Is sensitive to the alightest 1wouth of the
popular will, the people themselves make and un
tunke, sct up and overturn munisters.  \e have the
fullest freedom 1o worship God according to the duc-
tates of our own conscience. For while the laws of
the Innd prescribe nothing as ta the form of behef or
the mode of worship, they dedlate that the peace and
quict of the Sabbath day shall be preserved nviolate
for the commnun good.  This 1s the mhcrnance which
we have received from our fathers, of which we are
meanwhile the custodians, and which st behuves us to
pass on 1o succeeding generations, unproved if posw
ble, certainly not impaired, + To sume these things
may appear to be merely the fruits of reason and ex-
perience, and therefore things for wlich we may more
naturally take credit to ourselves than give thanks to
another. But it 1 to Le remembered that hutnan
reason, in this instance, owes its frutfulness, and ihe
institutions it has devised, and their siabiliyy, to the
quickening and enlightcning influence of that divine
truth which is the dircet and supernatural gift of God

TEMPORARY CAUSKS.

And besidee these permanent causes for mutual
congratulation and devout thanksgiving, there are
things which belong specially to the current year 1t
is true that the country still suffers {rom the severe
and long-continued paralysis of trade, and that the
present moment is for our city one of great anxiety
But even this pressure and distress will not prove to
be an unmixed evil if it teaches us a much-needed
lesson of econoiny, and drives men back to the anvil
and the plough, to become produrers instead of mere
consummers 2nd agents in exchange. In times of in-
flation or prosperity we insensibly learn to think that
moncy and pleasure are the only things worth hving
for; and in the race for riches, and the hot pursuit of
mirth and laughter, we are in great danger of losing
that sclf-collected power of sober carnest thought
which is the true glory of mankind.

In such times as these we sce cleasly that “a man’s
life consisteth not in the abundance of bus possessions.”
There is a life of the soul, a harmonious cultured
development of the man himself whichis a far nobler
object of pursuit than material wealth or sowial dis.
tinction, and which yields a satisfaction which the
wreck of adventitious happiness can not destroy.

CHEAP FOOD.

But while even in respect of hard times the present
scason is probably not scriously worse than s pre-
decessors. It has this mitigating circuinstance in its
favor: food is plentiful and cheap. There have been
times and places where the quantity of food decreased
in proportion to the demand, and where the price n-
creased in proportion as the power to purchase de-
creased.  Famine prices have ruled when people’s
pockets were empty, whereas now,if we have but
little money to spend, its purchasing poweris increased
by reason of the abunudance and cheapness of the
supply of bread. Absolute privation is thus warded
off. While the farmer though not recciving so much
per bushel, is in a large measure compensated for the
lowness of the price by the plentiful harvest.  Things
arc thus matually adjusted so as that without causing
the labor of the fanuer to go unrewarded, the priva.
tion of those whose wages arc greatly reduced may be
cased off to an endurable point.

GENFRAL GOOD HEALTH.

We have also been free from the scourge of cpide-
mic. The plague which has desolated towns and
cities, and filled the hearts of multitudes with fear and
trembling, and made the air heavy with cries of
moyrning and distress, has not come near our dwell-
ings, The health of the country has never been
Letter.  And while we sympathisc with those who
have been called to suffer the ordinary ailments to
which)we are all liable, and which must come to us in

the course of nature, wo may well, as 1 people, give
thanks fer deliveiance from pestilenre and disease.

It iz then with good cause that our rulers have
called upon us to give thanks in this public assembly
to Almighty Gad, the Father of all mervies and IBoun.
tiful Giver of all gond far the blessings which have
been so richly enjoyed by us during the last twelve
monthe  The fact that we have come together for
such a purpose i« 4 public declaration of our depen.
dence on Divine tavor, and cnnsequently of out inter.
est and duty to adopt such a course of conduct as tnay
sccure the 1Mvine blesuing

HOW T CONTINUF PROSPRROLS,

National prospenty depends on national righteous.
ness.  Nationsan thewr corporate capacity are under
law ta God, and tesponsable to Tim fur ther conduct
If, thercfore, we wish to secure the blesang of God,
ot what, 1n our corperate s apacity, s much the same
thing, to se< ure asoid and lasting prospenty, we mast
be cateful to amvaid thuse coutses ot 1o amend those
practices which, as they are stranonal and wicked, in-
cvitably entail upon us disaster and nuseny.

Cottupt practices cannot prosper.  Nesther men
nof nauons can hive by hea

In these ciccumstances, | am led to-day to direct
your attention to what [ concelve to be

AJLSES
which scriously endanger the welfare of the body
poliic. I by the blessing of God 1 am enabled
trace these abuses to thewr true causes, and to pont
out suntable remedies, or at least to arouse you to
search fur such remedics, I shall have accomplished
a work swhich, as ot will tead to sccure our future
prospenity, will be thuroughly mn keeping wuh the
purpose for which this day has been sct apart.
DISHOXKESTY.,

L. 1tlunk that there has beenan the last few years
an alarnung increase in dishonesty, or to put #t other-
wise, a faling-offin that sterhing commercial integnity
and honor which is the secret of genwine and per-
manent success in trade.  There are few men who are
prepared to affirm that the vast majonty of cases of
bankruptcy are thosc of honest upnght men, who
have been dniven to the wall by stress of musfortune.
The real nature of the transaction s too well jllus.
trated by the language which I am told is used by
intending bankrupts to their reditors,  The creditor
asks. \What can you pay ? The cautious and evasive
reply is. What do others pay 2 That is to say, the
debtor does not want to pay to the last farthing of lus
ability; Lut he willgive bis creditors as littie as he can
persuade them to take, He will get property from
others in the way of fair trade, and then cheat them
out of as much of 1t as he possibly ¢an, Such a
transaction is downright robbcry, all the worse from
the fact that it is perpetrated under the customary
forms of honest trade, and consuinmated under the
sanction of law. There was a time when the very
naae of bankrupt was a stigma ~when men feared
insolvency as they fearcd dishonor; when the dis-
grace of nsolvency was to some extent inherited by
the fanuly; when to tell a man that his father ¢ had
failed® was as kcen an nsult as that he had been a
drunkard or a debauchee. In fact, insolvency was
regarded as prima facie evidence that a man was a
foul or a cheat.

But 1t is not so now. Insolvency has become so
common as to have lost its stigma, and rather to have
gained a sort of standing and respectability. Mendo
it and retain their social standing- do it and hold
their hicads on 'Change as if nothing had happened,
Nay, men apparcatly resort to it as a convenient
and clever way of making money It is not unire
quently the case that when a family moves into a fine
housc or scts up a carriage, men say: Ah, yes:
he has gone through the court! Do I need to put in
words the stinging, damning disgrace which such
phrases insinuate? Now, how is this to be accounted
for? Ishuman naturcworse thanitusedtobe? That
1 do not believe. Taking one generation with ano-
ther, the natural condition, the native, inborn state of
man is much the same. If in one generation, or at
any particular time, we scc a community visited, as it
werc, with an excess of wickedness —we see vice walk.
ing the strects with brazen, shameless face—we may
not account for it by supposing an unusual intensity
in the morbid conditions of the soul,

DEPRCTS IN INSQLVENCY LAWS,

We are to look rather to the external conditions of
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the times I think we will usually find that the relax-
atian of reatrant, or the softening or temoval of the
natural penalty of sin and the abounding of un are
co.relative terms.  In other words, 2in and «rame in-
crenso just Asthe restraints are relaxed and4he penal.
ties camly excaped.  1hae bemng the case, we have not
far to look for the occasion, at least, of much of what
we now deplore. 1 heheve the present practice and
feeling in the matter of insslventy mav be traced to
some defect in our legislation on thes sutject, | do
nat need to recount the preame proviswns of the law,
nor do 1 know that | am competent to do so. It is
enough to say that the present artangement makes it
exteedingly casy to procure a discharge trom the dis.
ability and tneonvenience of insolvendy, | beheve
that 1y a'mont cver) 1oapect the law s as perfect as
the wisdom and goud sense of s framers can make
it But itis just possible that a tenderness for the
debtor may have un«<onsciously caustd them to lean
rather much to that mde, and that, un thewr desire to
assist really honest and deserving but unfortunate
debtors, and to protect them from the exactions of a
merciless crediter, they may hase made the way oug
of nsolvency so faciie as to make it at once a loop.
hole and a temptation to dushonest and mcompetent
men.

Before bankruptcy laws were passed, 1 believe a
creditor might follow his unfortunate debtor until the
last farthing of his lawful claim was paid. In those
dnys it occasionally happened that one stroke of mis-
fortunc, or one single nustake, nuned a man for life.
Having once failed he could never hope to enter the
lists agan until by paying over his surplus camings,
through along term of years, he once mare found him.
self square with the world.  Or possibly enough he
might be vindictively pursued with vexatious prose.
cutions, which had but ene purpose, viz: 1o bandicap
him into such a burden of debt and expenses as would
cffeciually crush han for ever.  The ternibie hardship
of such n position was no deubt i seme instances a
temptatton to dishonesty.  But suil the very terror of
the siwation had a wholesome etfcct. The penalty was
so surc and hic-long, that incompetent and inexperi.
enced men were afraid to run the risk; and really dis.
honestmen who countedthe costof failurethought st bet.
ter to keep within bounds rather than run a wild goose
chase which might entmlsuch trtemendousloss,and thus
became practically honest as a matter of policy,

When a2 man went into business he knew that it
was do or die, and he wonld strain every muscle to
make ends teet and to keep his credit.

But now the way out of debt is <o casy that men
without cither adilify, apital or experience do not
hesitate to undertake its responsibilities.  They have
nothing. If they succeed, they count themselves for-
tunate. 1f they don't succeed they have nothing to
lnse, and they can go into court and get a discharge,
Their debts are then paid without inconvemence, and
themselves, having a clean sheet, they are soon ready
to start again. Meantime, they have had an easy,
carcless life, and perhaps something more at the ex-
pensc of their creditors. Not only 1s this facihty of
discharge a temptation to men knavishly disposed,
but in many instances it becomes atewribic temptation
1o men who are sincercly and truly honest, They
deny themselves and thewr fanulies, hive close and
work hard, rise carly and sit up late in order to pay
one hundred cents on the dollar.  But their next
neighbor, whose principles are of softer fibre, saves
himself all this vexation by a composition; and then,
having got goods for fifty cents for Which his honest
neighbor paysonc hundred cents, he can with an equal
margin of profit so greatly undersell him as to have
his counters thronged with customers while his ster-
hng neighbor’s counters are almost deserted. Thus
the honest man sces hmself placed at a serious dis-
advantage by his integrity and the action of those
very creditors who-c interests he sceks to conserve,
When to such a2 man the alternative is begging or
composition, is it any wondcr that cven at the loss of
his own selfirespect he falls into compliance with the
casy morality of the times. In this way, 1 think, the
present unsatisfactery state of things is in good mea-
sure accounted for. Now, what is to be done?  Are
we supinely to let things drift 2 1fso, we shail destroy
mutual confidence between man and man, and thus
undermine the very foundations of credit. We shall
make the British name, now the synonym for honor
and fair deahng, a hissing and reproach among the
nations. Nay, for our own comfort, for the honor and



