
"ECONOMIISr' ON HOME MIdlfSSIONV WORA.

MRi. EDt rOlt,-YoUr columuns of the issue of April
5containcd a latter signcd IlEconomist," containing

suggestions for tl;c botter working af missions in the
North*-Vcst. If miy remory is flot nt fault, 1 replicd
tu a sirnilàr commnuncation flot vcry long ago. But
lest any rentier, or iriendo ai ome Missions slîould :mn-
agine that thc Assenibly's Cominittee rc recklcss, or
unwise in tha administration ai thcir trust, i venture, at
the risk of repeating myseit, ta miake a fcw plain state-
ments oi fact.

WVith vcry many of your carrcspondcnt's sugges-
tions, J arn in sympathy. If, as lie alleges, greater
econonîy can bu cxercîsed in the administration of
Home Mission and Augmcntation Funds in the
North-WVest, and thc saine, or greater cîticiency bc
maintained in thc prosacution af aur %vork, by aIl
means let us have it. Evcry incmbcr of Uic Home
Mission Committee îs willing ta do lits utmosi. for thîs
end, ccnsistcnt with a truc regard ta thc reasanabla
maintenance oi our mînîsters and mîssionaries.

I arn certain iliat Il Economisi 1-dues flot rcgard tie
stipends paîd aur labourcrs in the iN orth-WVast as ex-
travagant. Taking into account the expense ai living
in the North-West, they arc in innnv cases poorly
paid, while in othiers, through the poverty or indiffer-
ence ai thc people, they do not aiways recciva the
minimum whir.h the Church has flxed. In only anc
direction, it stems ta nie, can a saviîig ut lunds bc
possibiy effectcd, namcly by abolishing cntîrciy the
Synodical Conmittec oi the àNorth-Wýcst, and the
office of buperintendent of Missions. I take ît,
that this is wbat your correspondent mens (why
should ha flot say sa ?) in his last paragrapb, whiclî îs
as follows . "Return ta a puraiy Pre5byterian regîme
in the North-WeVst. It is the most economicai, as also
tha most efficient forin ai administration. WVhatever
reasons may have axistad in the past for tha systcm
now in use, zhere cam ha no dafensibie anas adctuced
for its continuance. The growth ai thc %vork as
iargaiy internai, i.e. by the reduction and re-organiza-
tion ai aid and large congregations. W~ith such a
large numbar ai scîîiad pastors and efficient mission-
arias engaged in the Church's work, and the telegraph
and railway touching the limits ol almost cvcry con-
gregatian, rnucb ai thc extraordînary administration
and its consequant expenditure might ba profitabiy
dispensed with, at ieast in Manitoba."

Now, as regards the Synodical Committee, tha ex-
pensas ai its maintenance have been very matcriaily
redur.ed during the prasent ycar. Farmerly ail
xnoneys for the différent Presbyîeries in the North-
West %vore transmittcd through tbis cammittce,
necassîtating thé payment ai a sacretary-treasurer,
and othar incidentai axpensas in Winnipeg. But by
the act ai last Assembly ail moncys are naw sent
direct ta the Presbyterias, as is done in the aIder
Provinces, leaving to the cemmittea simply the work
ai ravising anîd judging oi the applications and dlaims
sent up by Presbyteries bef'ore they are sent ta tua
Home Mission Committea in Toranto. The expenses
af the members ai thîs Synodicai Commîttea must ha
paid. If tha Genarai Assembiy sec fit, i can still fur-
the!- reduce its fuaictions or biot it out ai existence.

The appointment ai 'Mission Suparintendent inManitoba and the North-WVest was the act ai Assem-
biy. I arn airost ashamed ta repeat thîs suofalen.
It did not su much as ariginate in the Home Missian
Committea. At the Ganarai Assambiy beld in King-
stan in 1881, the Manitoba missiunarias prescrit
piaadcd for the appoîntment, and in deferen.-a tu
their opinion it was made- If the Asscmbly thinks ts
IEconomist " dues, that there are no longer " defan-

sibia reasons" for the cantinuanca of this office, and
that the pastors and missionanes in the "4orth-West
can withaut " extraordinary administration,' and Ilas
consequent expanditure, carry on the work su crner-
geticaily bagua and prosecutad dtirang the past seven
years, it cartaaniy tiali t urt.til t-e.pn*b In thiâ dite.-
tion. Sa far the Presbyterics and Synod af the
North-West have been anything but united an their
opinian on this mattar. If wc may judgc tram tlîc
discussion that took place in tuc Asscmbiy ai Hamil-
tan in 1886, a large number deprecate any change an
the presanit mode ai adminiâtrattun. But in .iny (.tLc,
suraiy atis batter ta hava tis question corne up in pro-
par form ta the Genarai Assernbiy, than a otiu
desultory discussw.. ir out paliers, iviier i as airnost
impossible for the niost i'jardad writer ta avoid per-
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sanal raicretices, and create l wrong fFeiing towards
falitfui anti labarlous servants ai the Church.

I agree vcr mluci with what Il Ecanomisi says,
tlîat, "oniy Presbyterie3 shouid have power ta take
the initiative ii arganizing nercw flas. But practi-
caliy this is the rail- .,,resent. Nr. mission station
can ba arganiizeci, noir congregation erectcd, wvitiiout
the approvai and sanction ai tue I'resbytery. WVhile
1 have flt that Uic wark in the North-WVest bas nt
tiiiias been trio rapidiy pushed (flot as regards its
needs, but aur iansX I ',1(car tlîat the work ai ex
ploring and suparvising new fields is still toa great
for tie ministers in the North-West 1'rcsbyteries.
If, liowaver, they can succcssfuily undertake il, and
canmi et the Asscmbly ta adopt thecir views, cartainiy
tha Ilome Mission Commitîc ivili flot objcct.

Thete is iniu..î tu --utntncsd an the suggestion~ cf
Ecaonîist " regarduîag the giving af su'ppiy ta ncw

fîelds, for tue firsi year oniy, in tie sunimier season.
But an the other hand, the statistics cf last wintcr's
iwuik In the Nortli-We'ct shioiv that the stations have
been more rcgularly suppied witli Gospel ardinan-
%.es tiîan those an Ontario and Qucbec.. This again
is a uiatter under the direct coritroi ai Presbyteries.
%Vc sturely cannot imagine that missionaries wera
enmpioyed andi paid, wherc there werc (civ or no peo-
plc ta hcar thean.

àMost gladly woulc the cainittec. utilize Il iay
help' » n the lNartlt-%Wst. Indced i may freeiy say
that wc ladl that inin amy distrits, mhere ordaineti
aiiisbionarics lirc at present cmploycd, aur %vork
could ha sast.iinet equally weil by tatcchasts, under
time supervision and direction ai the Prcshyterias, or
nearest ardaîned mnissionaries. But liera again ive
arc met with the stateant quoteti by 'l Econornist ":

Il Our people %will flot hava lay preaciîng 1 " Again
andi again %wu are toid that botter prenching is neediti
in the North-WVest timan in Ontaria or Quebec, and
that it must ha liad ai any casi, if aur cause is ta
inaintaiiî its hold upan the people tuera.

1 hava îiîus hurriedly gene aver some ai tha saiant
points iii your correspondeat's letter. Our systenm ai
Home 'Mission Admîinistration in Manitoba andi the
Northi-West may flot ha perfect, but every year,
guidcd by exparienca, we ara trying ta make il bat-
ter, andi if Il Econamist»' would oniy ventilate his
griavances an the fluor ai tha Assarnhly, or append
hits narne ta his communications, ha will, I lbumbiy
submit, much botter serve the cause hie has ai bieart.
1 amn, yours faithfully, W-LLIAM COCIIRANI.

Braniford, Aj5riI 6, rSS.

Dlastou anb pIeople-,
GOSPEL WORÂ'.

RENIARRAILE CONVERSION.

Twvelve manths ago 1 was inviteti ta the nortit ai
Englanti ta, conduci a Gospel missioni in cannection
wvith the apening ef a newv chapei erecteti under
rather extraordinary circumstainccs. The gentleman
wrho buit it had baca for many years a deacon ai a
church and superintendent ai a Sahhath schooi-so
hae toiti me (on thecevening af my arrivai ai bis bouse)
-but thaugh liaving a (amni ai godlincss hae hati
neyer been borcl again, andi consequcntiy know noth-
ing afi*:he peaca andi rasi ai those who have passed
froin death unta lufe. Siowiy but sureiy bis truc state
hafore God dawnad upon bîm, and hae fait hîmself
envaioped in terrible darkness and daspair. Oniy ana
voice scernet ta speakl, and that bade hîm cursa Goti
and dia. Ha fait that ta do ibis in tha town where hae
had talion such an active part in religiaus work
wouid cause great scandai. Sa hae madie up bis mind
ta gel far away from ever onc who knaw bim. On
a certain day he found hirnsaif at the railway station
with is coat linangs full af bank notes His ieawas
tu gel tt ....me 5scapurt toawn, take ship for Amenica,
whe:e hie couid dia and ha burieti unknoivn. But tue
express (or London had jusi steamed inua tha stationi
s-Larcciy knowing what ha was about, hae took, a
ticket, anti entered a carniage. in a few hours ta flnd
himseif in the surging crawds cf London streets.

Fur two moutlus hae wandared about hither and
thither, feeling =if hae %vore aiready ana at thc
damneti. Nat a glimmer cf hope cama ia his poor
tyeary saul. Ha îhaughî avery day must ba has lasi.
At times ha was temptat t spend bis m2oney in pro.

digality anti sin before ha comaîittad suicida, b~ut lie
fait the dcvii liati enougli in having bis soul, so n-.
slstcd this temptatian. But brightcr andi botter day,
%voere in store for iini. h so ha.ppenati na daywLen
haell itscif seemet i moveti against birn, that ie b% pped
at a secand-loanu bookatali, and picked up a book with
the follov'-. printed on the titie.page :

TiE JERUSALEM SINNER SAVED:
OR, COOl> NEWS FOR TUE VILEST OF MEN.

Beinr, i bnpl fur despairing sauls, showlng that Jesus CtigI
would have mcrcy lu the fmrst place offereti ta the biggau
sînners.

DY JOIIiN nnNYAN.

1 le began ta reati li tears blindati his ayer, anti thina
and thon wvas enableti ta rest his weary saul on
Cbnist's runisheti work. Ha was soon filieti with loi
unspenkable, retumned bomea and taid what g=ea
îiîings Gati hati donc for hirn. Ha soon rifler pne.
senteti an organ ta thc churcli as a kir.d ofi thamks.
giving altering. But hae fait ibis wis flot cnougb. it
was intenseiy desireus cf preaching the saine kind of
Gospel that Bunyan prcacied in "The Jerusaitim
Sinner Saved," which had been the means af bla
conversion.

Sa bie bought a piece ai ground in a. vcry poor
meigibourhood, anti put up qpiîc a hanýsorne build-
ing, and invited ma ta canduci a ten..days' missionmin
connection with tue opening. Quite a number aI poor
people wcre brouglit oui cf darkness iat iigbt ; they
foraied themselves iat a Clîurch, and eiectad mlm
iniend who liati put up .ho building as their lay pastor
There hae ray ha found week by wveek preaching tn
the people Il ilat Jezus Christ wili hava mercy are,
an the higgest sinners.'l J. B. NV.

BE STRONG, 0 HE.4RT1

De strazmg ta hemr, 0 heait ar mine,
Iainî nat when sorrows corne;

The smiamits af these his ai eanth
Touch the bitue skies ai borne-

Sa many burticeti anas there are
Close toilimg by thy aide,

Assist, encourage, camiont them,
Thint: u*n deep angmish bide.

What îhougb îiiy trials may scmr great?
Thy strengîla as kaown to loti,

Andi pathways stccp anti rugged ieati
To pastures green anti broad.

lie sirong ta lave, 0 beart af mine,
Liva nat for self aione ;

But find, iu blessing othcr lives,
Compieteness for thimme own.

Sck evcry hungerimg heart ta fccd,
Each satideneti heart ta chzcr ;

Anti when stern justice stands aloof
In mercy draw thou near.

Truc, loving words anti heiping hantis
Ilave won more sauts for hecaveai

Than ail mare dogmas andi mea creetis
By priests or sages given.

Be strong ta hope, 0 litait ai mine,
Loa1c ot on liias dark sida ;

For just beyonti these gioorny hours
Rich radiian.t days abide.

Liko hope like suminer's rainbow bright,
Sentier thI., failing tears,

Andi iei God's precious promises
Dasa îy anxiaus (cars.

For e ar riajoy will corne,
For every toi a test ;

Sa ho p a, so love, so patient hea-
Gffaiticth ail things hest.

A SA VO UR OF LIFE OR DEAZT.

The .Gospel preacbed produces dioeerenî effet
upon different mca. Some grow indifférent mca
its operation ; sortie hardea their haarts uader à-,
somne sit undar i for years and neyer respond ta ta
spiritual influence, îhough intcre.sted in its inteiectail
or moral phases ; some are caavictcdl oi sin as its
minataxy aspects are urgeti with earnestnessbut ma
no effort tu gel aven ta Mercy's side wlien the Cro
is lié' d up ta, their view ; some are taucheti by uts love,
and yicld a happy-sort ai aasy-gaing consent to %,
but neyer ioiiow it up wiîh a correspon *ding heart and
lite culture;i soe open ta it a full saut and thorargi
assirniiaî,ng susccptibîlity anti sa becarne ils cardial
grawing and iving exarnpiiers. But whatever tbi
charactar and dagre ai î ts misuse or improvemet
it finally issues cubher in our cantemnation or our sal'
vation. WVha a tremendous facita ponier '-P*ý,'T
ferlan' Observer.


