
TrHE CANADA PRESB1YTERIAN. [AGu- as, 1886

- _Our. coîtriblitors.
COiVCFRNVING( d,1!1 4V1S7PRmiA RPSTLISS

UV~ KNOXONiAH.
Those gentlemien wlia arc cbargcd with the duty of

finding supply for cligibie vacanicies tell us that the
number of applications for a "lacairing" is reaily
astounding. They tell us, ton, that sortc of tiiese
applications flot unfrcquently conte frontii ministers
titat ne anc wvould suppose hiad naiy dcsire te movte.
Ycars age wc asccrtiined the numbcr of 'I liearingsl"
that 'vere arrangcd for in thre vacancies. They vwcre
flot spccially desirable as fields of labour. Tlîc record
of two of the congrcgatians anight bc classed as Il fair
te niiddling." Trhe third coutl scarccly bc classed se
bigla. The towns in wlaich they were~ situated coutl
flot be dcscribcd as enterprising or progressive. One
tvas perlaaps growing a littie, but vcry little;, the
second liad not grawn for ycars, and tlîc third 'vas
going back. And yet therc wera betwecn terty and
fifty Ilhearings " arranged ror in cach of these va-
cancies 1 In ont of thein-thie poorcst of tte thrce-
the number was, if we remnember rightiy, tivo or three
over fifty. It should bc rerncmbercd, howevcr, that ail
the ministers who preach, or cven ask for a hcaring,
in a vacancy are net candidates. A man niay wvish
to, take a short holiday, or visit friends in the iocaiity,
or do any ane cf haîf a dozen things andl take a day
i n a vacancy, with a view of meceting cxpenses.
Friends in the vacancy may wish te hear in. He
inay preacli without the reinotest idca of candidating,

r cf accepting if calted. Out af fifty prcachers pro-
babiy net mare than thirty are candidates in the
strict 7ense cf the word. It is a gress injustice te as-
sume that cvery tuinister who, fer ane reason or
another, preaches in a vacant congregation is burning
for a cail, or w-.uld accept ane if lic got it. Congtc*
gations have found out before nnwv tiîat sucb is the
fact.

Making ail due ailowance, hoecvcr, for sucia cases,
it must bc admitted that therc: is a good deal cf min-
isterial resticssness. A considerable nuanbcr cf bre-
thren actuaiiy do want te move. Let this be assumcd.

Tt is about time we bad made a peint. The point
we wish te maka is that the reasens for the restless-
ness arc in many cases entire/y cr&zillble Io the mini.
ter. It has become cruelly enomman to assume that
if a minister wishes te change bis ficld of labour the
wish is presuimptive evidcnrc of indolence, incapnciny,
unfaithfulness, or santie other badl thing. The as-
sumption is, in niany cases, ungeneraus, unjust and
as thoroughiy faise as anything aid Satan ever sug.
gested. Were ail the facts known it would bc found
that in many cases the mnan shauld ha honourcd
rather tItan contemncd for desiring a change There
is quite as much nonsense taikeci about long pastor
ates as about ".ny other cccicsiastical topic. Why
should antylminister claim crcdit for a long pastorate
if he bas tried a dozen tiianes to gea a caîl and failed ?
He tried hard eaxougb ta inake it short, but couldn't
In sormi cases a long pastitrate proves the very higliest
roinisterial attaintrcnts - in others it proves thi the
minister bas marvelaus staying power, and the peo-
pie mari-cilous patience- lieforc any aninister is con-
demnncd for seeking a change, or any oe catioauized
for ncver making a change, ail rite farts should be
known. The reasons that lead the ane te sck a
change in-ty bc quite as praiscwanrthy as the reasens
that kcep the other front making a change.

Now, let us mention somne af the reason£ that lcad
good men ta desire a change. and sec if thay are net
in the bighest dcgrcc creditabie.

Here is a brother twhe ]ives twenty miles out in the
count.y-purha.ps fifty. Hc bas a famiiy grewing up
around him for whosc education hc is rcsponsible.
Ali the gond man can give tbeni as a start in life is a
fair edlucation. They have icarned ail thcy n icarn
in the country school. Their father bas no moncy te
pay their board in tie neighbouring town or city.
Now what is the man te do ? Is there anyihing
more natural or more proper than that ha shouid
seek a position wherc ha can edurate his cbildren?
Ougbt he net te be honeured for se doing? His
chief reason for seeking a change is entireiy creditabie
te hitm as a Christian, as L parent, as a citizen, and
as a man. The Cburcb and the country will bc ail
the richer and better for having those manse childrcn
weii cducated, and theair father shouid bc commcnded,

for try[ng te give thcmi ail lie can give tiaem-a fir
education, as a start in the world.

Tt as vcry easy for tewn and city ministers, sorte cf
whoi perhapa don't preach as wciil as the aural
brother, te talk about ministeriai restiessnens, wlien
theur owiî chaîdreai arc ithin easy rech of scitools,
colleges and gond situations. A ini wito woaid flot
feel restlcss if his claaldrcn are not gatting a fair start
in lieé as vinft for a mnaster cf the Gospel.

1 lare is an unfortunate minister scttled over a smaiI
congregation tîtat is practicially under the controi cf
anc mnan. Let tas caîl the man Smithî. Smnith i a
coarse, purse.proud, ignorant littie tyrant. He lias
ail the bad qualîties cf a littie pope, witiîout any of
the good ocs. The aninister is flot kng in bis
charge until lie finds that lia must obey Smiithî. He
titotglit lac was tue servant of Christ and the Cliurciî,
but for ail practîcai paarposcs he as the servant cf
Smîith. He was educated, iicensed and ordained ta
preacb the Gospel, but lie new finds that his principal
business is ta de wnhat Smith orders. Can anybody
blame tduit ministar for dcsiring a change? It is
quiteceasy te say tlîat lic slîouid stand bis greund,
and that the people wiil stand by Iîim. The people
whose namnes are in Smith's ledgcr, or on îvbose
property Smith bas mortgagcs, may flot stand by
him te any great extent ; if they de, sornie cf tlacm
wili stand very quietiy. Tbey will probably de the
principal part of their standing aftcr tht niinister lias
gene. Sonie cf the pope-a majority cf themn per-
baps-may want pence, peace at any price, and ns
pence can only be obtained by ailowing Smitb to bave
bis own way, Smith must triumph. If tbat minister
were your son, or sen.in-law%, could yeu blama him
for wishing te move ?

And lîcre is another unfortunate brother, whe bas
ta contend against a Ilring " in his congregation.
Tlacy oppose laim in cvery way, belittie bis efforts te,
de gond, try te turn the people against him, persuade
the people te witiQ.i their subscriptions, and use ail
the devilisb arts known te such cliques te hinder
tiicir pastor in bis work. lie could fight the world,
thc flcsh and the dcvii bravcly enougb in the ordin-
ary way ; but when the devil takes the fonai cf men
who have~ sat down at the communion table w:th bîm,
or, possibiy indeed, !berved the communion table watb
lîim, the conditions of warfarc arc cbanged. Tht
pastor beconies discouragcd and disheartcned. The
mcn %tho shauld hcip-same cf whaaî perhaps took
ordination vews te ielp-hinder ail they can, instcad
of helping. If that paster were your brother, or yeur
brother-an-Iaw, your son, or your son-in-law, would
you blame im for trying te escape from that rang?
Not you.

Here is a case e! anotîter kind. A minister bas
bten several years pastor of one congregation. Ha
is anxieus te do gond, lie feis ihat lie bas little time
or opportunity for liberal study, and is in danger of
getting it a rut. The people arc bacoming used te
bis medes o! prestnting truth. He has flot niuch
money te buy books, and nonte te travel, in order ta
kcep bis mind fresb and bis style well up. He as
curascious, perbaps morbidIly se. Hcgraduallywerks
himscif inte the balief-possibly, indeed, without any
sufficient reason- tiaat a cbange would ha benafacial
to bimself and bis cangregation. Acting oit that be-
lief, ha puis bimseif in the way of getting a change
by preaching in vacancias. Now, before God and
His Church, shouid that n-an be blamred for se deing?
Is bis ccanduct flot infinitcly higbier than tbat of the
man stho is satisficd te remain in bis pasterate,
wbhether doing gond or flot?

Tt may ha grantcd readiiy that soe few manasters
arc always on the move, bacatase, hey arc useless or
worse. The tact romains, bawever, that many seek a
change frein the bighcst and purest motives, and
siîould bc ioiaoured and helped for se doing. Say-
ing bard tbings about cvery man wio seeks a change
is as unjust as it is calions. There is a raineta possî-
bility that saie wbo de it would be cbanged thein-
selves if their çongregations wcrcconsulied. Itofien
shows a tbousand-fold mxore nîaniiness and self re-
spect, aye, and more godiiness tee, te rce.ign or scek
a change ihan te hold on. Let the braîlirea who
vant a Ilbcaring" b ave fair play.

A SERIOUS view cf life is always a right one, But
seriousraess is flot ineiancholy ; on the other band, it

iis cheerful hepeful, and semetianes even iight-bearted.
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WoVans work bas frem tue bcginnlng been re.
cognixtd anmnng Christian institutions. Net oniv
werc there in tîte turne cf Cliribt tiiose wvli, like Eliz.
bath ani Mary, were *.rat in the greatnass of their
sons, but others who publiciy ministcred unte Christ,
and gave cf ticir substance, whe fcariessly came,
whcai the disciples sverc hiding, te note the place lit
His burial. Tt has ofteia beca noticcd, and shouid lic
the greitcst encouragement te us to-day, that Chribt
time aller time commendcd titrise woanen wbe servect
nnd foilotnved Mi, tius opcniy appreving their labour
cf lova.

In 1 ndia, wlicre it was found tatterly imîpessible by
,hc aiteans used te reacli the i2s,eco,ocof etwomen
there who wcre living in forced seclusion, the Ciîurca
reaired that sometbing cIse mnust bc tried, and thus
opened up a great work for Chîristian wenîen. At
f'arst the plan seîed littie nmore succcssfui tItan the
ndi. Wben MIrs. Murray Mitchell began workiaig
thera, site tells us tîtat the uttnost liberty cf acccss te
the ladies cf the zenana site couid hy nny aneans oh-
tain, 'vas te stand for a few miniutes opon the veranda,
and spcak ta tîte occupants af the zenanatbrougi the
lattice. As site turned awny site couid sec a servant
carefuily sprinkîing the place wbcre she stoed, te frce
it front th2 defilernent contracted by bet preseace.
Contrast avith tiais the prescrit state cf ihings, ini whiclî
semti 2,500 zananas tire openad te the lady mission-
arias, and over 4,o cf the inmates are iearning ai
Christ, and who wili say there was ne place iii
Gad's plan for woman's work? Many are the jnyful
becarts in tiaat ]and to-day wvit, but for the Christian
women, wouid ha stili in their liîpciess anisery.
Many wiII ha tue rcdemned seuls singing praiseb
around the tbrone cf Ged forever, who under Goal
ivilî nive their saîvation te our female missienaries.
And India is not the eniy land that blesses their
efforts. lai Persia and Syria female seminaries are
senaing eut medical students ivho %viiI doubiy bloss
thoe peor ones te whom tiîey minister and de iniesti-
mable good.

If, then, we realize, as we sureiy must, tbat ibare is
a direct call for woman's work, that it is a necessitv
laid upen us, cin we for onie moment suppose thai
the rcsponsihalîty rests aIoe upon these noble self.
sacrificing anas who give their lives te this work?
Dare wve say that because they give ail we need give
nthng? Can wc ba truly thankful fer ail cur Chais-

tian privileges and flot want othars ta be blessed
likewasa? WVhen we tliink o! those peor degraded
creatures, dragging out their weary existence without
comforti n the present or hopte for the future, iet us
rememrber that our lives wouid he like theirs but for
tht hiessaci Gospel, and then sitail we tvant te keep
ai te ourselves?

If we are content ta enjoy aur elevation, paace and
beite thaîs selflshiy, without carang for ethers, then let
us fcar tuiera is net much cf the Spirit of ourbMaster
in us.

There are sorte, wve beieve, who bonestly desire te
heîp in thi> work, and yet tbcy fel thear service ton
small te offer. rhey say tbey have se lattici lame, se
litile means, that their service is not worth giving;
but Ict us reinember tbat il bas net been teld for zo
years o! the peor widow an the days o! Christ, how
site would bave cast iet the treasury if she had had
anything wertb wbila, but that shte gave whai site bad.

When Dr. Duif was collecting means Io carr on
his noble work tnio-.ig the Hindus, over $5,ooo werc
gathered an pannies by ladies in Scetland for thas
fund. it is toidofapoorblindbaisket-makerîhai she
brouglit a pound note, representing the candle mency
she did net nted, te scnd light te daiktncd seuls.
Shahl we flot give o! our abundanca?

Our work individuaiy may ha snali ; aur work in
sociaties may ha siaai ; but wben we feel dascouraged
at titis, lai us remember ihat Christ neyer despises
aur wcakest efforts if our motive bc enly pure. Wc
neyer read cf ihe blessed Master rafusing te sho%
men the way cf lifé because His listeners were fe,*.
He as willingiy taughî lb! waman ai tht weli wbcn
weary and wcrn wvitb the day's work as Ht did the
multitudes wbe came te hear, and if Ht thought a
uitile wortb seeking surely we anay.

There is nauch in tht reports cf tht %Voman's
Foreign Missien Society ta strengthen us in our ef-
forts. -Last year $224,598, Or ever one-ihird of the
amaunt contributcd te foreigît missions by tht Pres
byleriait Cli h in the United States was zaiscd hy


