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A LDERSI'DE.

A BiORDER STORY OF SEt vicTy YICARS AO Bra
ANNIE S. SWAN.

ChIAPTEX 'r.

à"At %Vatetluo."
Four yeurs broupht &bout maxay changes in Ettrick Vale.

Two chilaire> were barn to the bouse of Ravclaw, but falied
ta nuire saiy lank bctwen the tl].matcbed pair. Their un.
happy lite iras the to.lk of the country side. So alsowias the
second mnatriage o! Mns. Riddell thteilder, to a London
banker, and lier nettoyai ta the metropolis.

About the saine titre Scolttigg test lis bannie flawver,
sircet Maujorie, wlao becat a great lady, the Counteas of
Drylburgh. Ht, brother, true.beartcd Younig Waller, hart
ioved Isaibel Nesbit too deuily to scee!ý another bride, and
iras therefore IlkcIy ta aibide and comione bis father nd
mother for the loss or Mýatjorit.

lui trsquil happinesi et Windyknowe aibode Miss Nesbit,
blarget L>r!jsdale, and the bailnn. He iras the very sun.
sbire of thé bouse, "IAuntit's pet "uandi Marget's I ain, ait
bailrn." lie greir sa tUrc bi mother that many mi time Miss
Nesbit's cyts 611cr! with leus, tblnldng, if sthe hafi but
liver!, irbat a gladness bier boy irouir! have inftrsed ino ber

bruit.
Mis soldier Celtier iras stili flghting in a fortign lsand, for

ther= 5cenier to bc na endi to the irar aind rumnours of wir.
But tht decisive blow irbici restorefi peate ta blood-staited
and exhauatcd EurGpe 3ças struck at tast.

On a (air jute eveaiing, Whoua the ait waisbevywiithscet
of haiwthorne and sweîbniar, ad a great ataimberoos calm
brooder! over the earth, Mr. Douglas, tht lawler, came in
haute ta Witdyktawe. By tht openi diaiing.roam indoir
sat Miss Neabit ai bert awig, with tht baira cbattering at
bis play"hy ber side. t iras ber thirty.secoaid birthday. uind
sire looked ber &ge ta the fun!. Tht lovely hair iras pleait i.
fally streaiked wihgrey, and though ber fatt iras sirect anad
trerquul as af yore, thrcn ias a wlstful drtooping of tht
!rave wamanly moutb, and a continuai yearnarg shadoir

vlttees, irbichid ofda the heart siekaitas af hope deitie d.
1 do arot believe Tibbie iras trer out ai bier beat for a
moment ait a time, and she stil loaked forrard ta a day
comitg rahen sheshould once more set bier face ta face. She
rase svhen the lairjer eratered tht recou, sai ieleomeai hlm
with a cordial attile. Tbey irr ftieaids of long standing,
andrtarit knewi tht othen's Worth. Thera tht littie WValler
ra ta him, claitouring for the customasy tors in the aitr

which Mr. Douglas huit taught him ta expect. Afttr a
minute': gaiy hanter with hlm. be turner ta Miss Neshit and

airer! ber ta tend him tran tht mon for a litt.
"lRit tae Marget, my pet; Auntie 'il senai for ye by anda

by,» siresnid; und the baita, acdustamed ta implicitly obey,
rat off ait coc.

IlPoor chi.ld be ii a very tiny Lairda ai Aldereyde," uid
the lawrn; and Miss Nesbit rase up wath a des-peming
siuadoir inr her cyes

IlHas onythizir bappened taie Captait Neabit, Mr.
Douglas ?

"lThere wua a £rtu battle fought tieur Brussels on Sur.
d2y, Miss Neshit, aind the Captain tonlihbting ai the bout!
of bi$ neziment."

Miss Neshit greir vtry pale. bile coulai not pretend ta
any g=et grief; yet such a sudaien death %vas a shock,
thoui she hait daiuty expecter! it for unonths hack.

Il Xar Brussels on Sunday, did je siy? " thre sali faiter.
riglz.

IVes; at Vatedloo. Napoleon is uttcrly boutoni, but ait
airfut cost. There'»I bc mourting lin many a home to.day.

brsNesbl."
<Sa my miiteriez: bairnIs un orpban b3ia ima o 1" saia

M6issNesbitwrith mounfolteaidenîesa "Puin wtt Walter r'
«IYou wmll haive aitadailtiotal care on jour shoulders noir,

Miss Neabit," =da tht lawlrer, beitning to pa-ce up and
domaithe flac:-*'thelceeping af Aldersyde in trust for its un-
cousciaus helrý."

"Ver loir, aurnost Inaundible, wus tire monasyllable, bc-
cause ai the moment sire wui telle "tr i br boex the
voir aie bad made ta Mary in ber dyaarg beur.

IIHair dots Aldcrsydt stand a-t primiti Mrr. Douglas?"
sire nîkeai by amd by.

..I regret tu aay Chat tht aff:r of Aldersydr trave relaprai
int thre state in wbacb jour fathen fourrd thitaiTIne estaite

as heavily mirgaged againD" :cturned tht lawyer wiîth sonne
hésitation.

".la a short a timei 1 " echotai Miss Neshal in disrny.
0 %Vbaut duid Hugli Nesbit pit ils revenues ?"I

"4Ht was a man of extravagant habits, anda denacai hlm.
self nathing," anuswcaed Mr. Dnuglaa. IlHt couir! haive
spent double bis income, and jet been ina deht."

61God belpfngnre, Mr. Dougls, Welter shaillenternon an
unbrdener! berilaRe, ais bis father did zforc hlm; but i
praip anda hope he'll malt a botter use o'r," salid Wiss Neibit
solcraffly. -sae'l]look ter tht antercts a' Adryeas
bae dane ae faithhlly ta tire past. an !aiy by ail tht rente
tac.pay a!! tht mnonigaiges. 1 can kcep, the baitn brawly ai!!

~' at anyorpairchildi haire sucir unsemfsir deva-
tao., bestairea on the un aii hir interest4," salai tht l.awycr
Vwith a siiu. <Il l, l'il bld yau gond day; We =s have
a tell are: =aiers another timne."

Miss Neabit sca Orly board. SI-- 0aà looking aray over
in the dir:ection oS tht chaipel ai St. Mazy.

"'Tht Lani 'Il rcadily bt bruti irbere be tell," %bc saaid
musincly.

1 Ies; ire ara =a=y thousanais mare bave fauta a &rate
on Wateuloo." rcrumned Mr. Douglas.

An unbiideai toar trcrubleri lin Min Nesblt's eje ai thre
thonght thrit thé tira brief lirez wbich bar! been %o dloscly
liaked. amd bWi driflea se fat unz, %vert: tîti mga t ky

tire great Leveller. Sho shoire the lairjer out hersell, and
then went ta the kîteheai, whre Msre wu baige
auL'stedhby the baîra. It ira anarveltous ta te bo mthe
[et l m midur ber mak, anrd teao bier lle out. Miss Nes.
bit lfttai hlet iran lits atont, and! belailr lose ta ber hbout,
while a dry sobi braire troin lier lips.

"Arrntle's pet, Aunie's aiphan battu " the wlhtsperq.di
anda thaugir tht cila coutl t undcrstani ber, Margot was
tot slow ta catch the mcs.ti of bur word:.

"'What'at an orphanà bain,, Auntie?" I sker! tht chîtai
wondertgly.

"It tans= that ye bac naebody i the arid cola, rny pet,
but me and Ihlarget," salai Miss Nesbit, andi the ebld trestier!
lits bea! an bier shoulder, sayzog canteaitedly thtt bc wainteai
ta more lai tht %mariai.

By atai by irbea the Imita vas leit alorte agait VitirMar.
gtelle wipe! hier floury bands, and gatirerer! hlm clasely

.a ber arma, lIn thre betn enai, Misa Nesbit-could bear the
pîaylarg tender mordp the said over and aven ta hlmn: IIMa-
get s ait, air balrn ; Mtarget's bantie wtt at; Ihere':
haiundsç aind bearts thaton work and lote ye mair- than Chéri
that'S aWI4 MY ait, ain btn t,'l

Sa *he littte Laird ai Aldersyde wau rot likely ever ta
knaow tht lnacrmost desoatiîon of tht word "Ioban."

Neat dey hzviiug sotte uits in Meirose, Mif Neabit
ircat down ta Aldenahope ta catch the aloralng coach.
'%Vhile sirt stood va.iting at tht n laineor, she beirelai tht
LairdI o! Ravelair comiarg doaa the -village on bis bisack
hanse. She was ready ta aicknowledgt binm by a bow; but
bie aligirteai th lieuti dooir, titer hi: reins ta ait estien, anra
came toirards ber.

Tiry siok bandai i lenc; tiren Misn Nesbit saaid lu-

YVenl bae boeard tire news, I allita doot ?"
"Ves ; Douglas tld me," returrier Ravelara.

"rDiai you kaiow that my bratherin-law, Louis Reyzaaud,
(cli aira ?"I

Miss Neshat paleai ta tht lips.
Il1-idis kren ire vas a aodgtr," she snlid wmu difi.

crulty.
"*Every Freaiciman le a salier," amswered Ravelir

briefly, atnd tiret stoor! looking ait ber li silence saif waltlzg
fer another question. Il camne ait hst-tira falteriag,
czger words vrung <tir thé ier>' sgomy ai bor boaut.

%%bsur'a Tibbit? I
"la Pais; ait least aire ira there wila Reynaund andi Choir

little daugirten mot many months aga. 1 bave mnary, a tirei
been on the point ai speakarg ta yoan about yonr aiter, b"«

jnawysavoideai me lin a vry pointeai way," nid Raie.
eair:itir a ligbt bittenness in bis deep volt.
"lSre could irzxdly tame haine hersel' frae Fance ?"I salid

Miss Neshit more ta htrself tban ta hlm.
IlNot airt it tht present trouber ate of tht contry,"

ire marte unaivr.
Thon Janet Nesbit turuer! ay froua hlm, for tire was

somuetbing lin ber heart like ta oerwhelm lier.
Oh, wby vai lfte se bard ? Tht foarging ta flee ta bier ont

aister, kit mîdomeai and friendies in a strange lanai, swept
ove, btr; ama jet she bal not lin aIl tht warai as mucli
urouey as tht journai woulai cea. By andl by abt turner! ta
tht Lzird of Rairelai again, ama forcer! hersai.! ta change
tht subject.

[s Mis. Ridiel weel, a' tht baris ?"I the aialed.
" 4Yes, pretty weli ; but my mit is ocrer strorag. jon

knowl," szid Suady Riddlau discoaittmtedly.
"Youn little Laird ivill bc growang a big felor noir,

A %N alttr tbrives brawly, an' a dear bain, be la," ne-
tunaer! Miss Neshil irait the rilas o! bier heurt. IlTre
coacis la tait late trat %w=sitret tht day sixrely ?"I

IFit:- miLtites behitil," said Rvelsir, glanxg at hia
ercir. «Well, goad.bye, Janet. '%Vis me lock in my
Frencirjo!anayr :I go ta-morroir."

Miss Ntesbit's stanilcil eyes loche! atralghir bis, but
thé spalne neyer a ward.

IlMy wife desires me ta Icaai sonme paziralara about ber
biotire's dett anda iris efaira:; andi irides, rame ont musat
sec ta Isaibel," be cotincer avivadiag ber- keen glance.

lriirîely tht gaieseai trat Isabhel vua tht cif abject
of bis journey.

" 0Samdy Rirlaeil, I thaink ye,"slbthéaid sinuplyad franly.
Ve hae lister! _ heavy taud a«f an> heurt wn' thema

mords2"
I lsire is alive unda abljejitl âal brnag ber back ta

jon," said Sandy Rialdel. bis volte sllgbaly tremulous. Il
teed noirmlcs. God knows, amything 1 caz do la little
enougir ta atmt for my mainteu bandin la our alsicrs mai.
happy' rarraagc."

- Nevethcles I do tir=ak je, as onu>' a sister cuai." re-
peatcd Mliss Neshil gently.

Loa'king upaon tht sireet, truc wannl> face, andl tht torn-
der, paithetiai eyts upliacai ta bis, a great agny ai regret
swaept actais tire heurt ai thre Laird oai elow ; and rt
irnomlrg irbat tilghc mîght be temptar! tozay, it beboveai
hlm ta gel ama> out ai Jamet Ncsbit'a presence as f=i as
ixtVIrible. "hel bcaid with apparent carelasaesa
lTa about a monih tran nom, anl bclrg iront, yoxsays ex-
pec laabel at Watdykurowc viti aimothar charge foi you.

Th'he m in bc larcly enough, surely, witb Iwa lUtite oncs

A tender amile cSept about Mis Nesbit's lp.Tlk'
bain> 1 Oh, w1bat a trcaxure it mouai bc t =be beazt 1-
neare, dcarer eveai Char the hein of Aldede.

"CcGd prosper Me jott, Sandy RideU. un' bni je
saifly haine; '* il lie * 'ta xc=. tac look upos My i.stes'a
face zgain. majire fllbelp my> tae thanu ye bettez moi I
tan tht dry," tht salid la ber carnt =aY.

TMon tht> pauta, as lbey bar! mot partei for maay jesus,
andl abe vent an ber way, lgh b é aiut, to 24elro=e

rTeo day accinea ver> lonig; for aire was cager ta bcý ut
hoce ta taf Marget tire glai atm-, ama t-3 %p.i te Walter

about thelitie playtazt lu would bay.e bjt andb1y.-
Thé aitercoon wu W'el 1at 1a tiré ca=Ch agilà art ber

daim rM Aldentopé; sira unià *àsber iîaýzema Io bi-,

halai Mairet and thre baîn, atandiug banai lai banai at the Inn,
waltîmig for tht cach t

WVheteveash abcdligirneai tht bain, tao> ta bier, and bld bits
face in the (aid ai the gowa.. Neyer lais ie hart
IlAuttie'a pet"I beeai sa long parte! troin the being bc love!
malt on ari autnmd lt tittle heuirt iras frIL

DIBr... tht baîrai," saîr! Mingel wl a tritél andi a te".
"1 bac bsen a banale liCe a't the day. NexI liie je gang

a iva, ye'll tek lai>i ri' ye, 1 mak sure. For peste' sake,
w as obligtd tae btlng hlm tae meet je."
MiSS Ntshit 11(1er! hlm in ber arn>; tbsanirg Cor! for tire

clliging of tht Ilte bands abGut bel' necir. Orily Hie knew
bora rîci ht bc t heniit ta tht lovc ot thetaai.

"The days betai à tamg dayiem as elMreî"il
MISS Neahit as they tutd beîratops towards'%Viaidyhtowe.
I hafite grest atm: ta tell. Tabbie'a man ivas lailler! in tht

gîtat bati nrd sbeli bc Carling batte tae me by and

Margotltoakeai dumfouaiderel anda iarctedulau.
"Tht Lord bc thaukil 1" she ejatulateai at length.

"Waun isashe ?"I
IlFaur awa lin France. Margert," salai Miss Nesbit iviti a

:1gb. "lLett aima it li' er little bain> in a atrange laid lin
the titre o'wr."

lHa3 she a bairn,?"I akeai Marget ini au aire str>rck
Veoue.

Iya wtt laisie. It'li be grand, Margant, taie ste
IN'alter anad ber play tiregither t"I

I cana tl'.nk o' Tabbie wi' a bain o' bier ain. She vas
but a batita bersel' la My ecai" salai Marnge.
" lI amn thlrty-twa pasa, ana Tabbiels twcnty-seveai. i'fa

sic a bairit aillers ai Il "Miss Nebit remindeai ber.
"lMet>' me, ba lirme fiee, 1 Was't Mn. Doaglas telt je

a' tbisathe dary?"I
"8Na, Margel ; I met lire Lainai a' Ravelai bis marrait

lin .Aldtrthope. an' be'a gan ama tht mon taie b:iag Tibbie
hatte."

«'That' ver>' wee! dune al tire Lainai a' tavelai," said
Margot.

IlAy, it'a racel dune. if he badna offèeta I moulai hae
beet oblet ac 6i maya ad' meaits taie gang mys*l,"
salid Miss Nesbit.

Mlarget luftta up ber banda la borror anr! surprise.
IlMy certy, ye're ta (tarer!. Gang aa amang Hottentots

lui a foreigai kmitry, irbaur tbert's naiethiaig but mars an
wbolesle mundera, air' that airlu' Ilotapait i That irad

be a gawk's jaune for a lane vummin 1 "
Misa Neshit la.rghed la tire ligirtaess af ber heurt, aud

turged ta talk ta tht baisa ait her aide about tht litat
stranger iran> aver tht seo.itb whoas coming bj andl by la
shate their hoiroaa

Firr tirat 'tory &ysr he ga ta maire preparations for
Tibble and ber chutai. Tire emfng ont Would fluai a warm,
velcome wailting bier, ar.d woulai sec irbat Ioving baude bar!

vorkeai for bier, andl miraI Inving iroutsl had loake andai
loned for bier netun.

Tuent vais ta bittcernes in ber thougirt o! thre -sistei irbo
bar! Zn il repaid ber unselflrh love anra cane, Orly a
great umspeàJiahle thankfulness Chat lin God's mtrty sire
Wouldi bc pemmitteai ta abelter once .-lote bier aira kit bie-
ncath ber aira roof-tree.

Oh, but tht ilays vert long t-naot orly, ta ber, but ta
Maiges andi tht bairn as won., Ia was an airusitg andl
tauthing thing ta sec hlm lay aside certain ai bis playthings
for tire txpe-ctei stranger, ama ta bes.r bis constant carneait
tantkofaier.

Sbamly fon then> July anet tois close. Agzln tht Sang
o! tht reapers tebocri over bll andl dale, airai againa a bar.
vest mon shane on EtttlcWh'sulyv crasu, anal on tht rush.

irug Varraîr. Th=n tre' began ta courit banta inastear! af
ass and sire bairai wouId ait bail thre aime an tht gale

warchiaig for tht coachr micr W2s 3 long la coming.
Ont evenang, irben Auguit ira bal! gnne, bias Nesbit

waisaittlng b>' tht fine lin rire gloaang. wtbn Wailter on ber,
knee, whbex tiret came a great rumbliaig ai irbeets on the
avenue. Mlarget ileir ta tht doar lire a bcing possesuea
lM-ra Nesbit set davra tht chbldai anda rose, feeling for tire
mumit si if 3trtngth sud conscranes woulai louve ber la
tht siekaeas of bier suspenise. She conla not morie, eren
virea tht steps came toards tire ravin. Sire looke! up
wheai tht door ap=med ; tutu bier tyts ten again, ama abce
presser! ber band ta ber heant, for tht Laird ai Ravelair
enterer! alont. Ht came towards bier, carrying sornethiaig
w=sppea in airal lu bis sixrms anra spoke a 1ew brie(, but-
lied words.

"I asobigei o ear hr.Janet. Heres tht clii."
De ravn', dad jelecave ber?" Il in a wbisper fran>

Mis IIsbits bodetlapa.
l'Sire diai tIvra daija ailier I reacita lier. 1 staijea but ta

burj ber in tht Englisir carrer oi Pere la Chat---, tiret came
home witir ber poor luttIe r-ila.,'

Tirtuai a mamemtts intense silence.
11Gods mll bc dane 1 " salid Misa Nesbit, tir, lin a

stranige irroke voici-, anda stretcherl ouI bier arrus ta taire
home aimotirer arpiran baint
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Soi 15 as ou thas paraicular nuarning: Chat Judithr ment anda
gaI hold of! fittIc e t Hall, aid quickly aunairter up bcr
costme, arai cariteiber ont into the gardoni. Then sire
lwent ta thé ban, outside o! icr mas tht dog's Inenelj
tire rnclaspeal tht chir ana l et fret tirelage, slaw-siep-
plng, dran-catourtid lcst. tChat seemer! ta- kuai as voit as
an>' ant irat was gatg t.-..zad ; %bre 2ffixeai ta 'ris collar
tira pleces ofa k ruibbo tirat diai ver' volit for roin=; amd
then sire sat uIt Bis Hall au Don Radtrigo's baclu anrd
gave ire tht reins ta iroba, zcnid sa îbcy sat out for tir sain
=nr.irou=t

on tiraa mamnieg tht vide ama gracions reslm oiEug-
Ird- icr t soine mirda, aimai espeelalljt Chat paxtcalar

2easn o! théreux anemi the mout beautliul country o! any
la the warld-this ritU aira rarigater! Eoglaad lay baiskng
in the sunlight. Imi ul l)is Inui mcaaiows and « oods anda
heaige ih. tht full aund fresir«. luurianc of thétp= spr ; aira

.tbC =-"u qu!et banleaz ent bus> ira a drowsy and easy.


