388

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

Bon &onTRIBUTIRS,

RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCK IN AUSTRIA.

My last letter contained some facts regarding the
present condltion of religious matters in Bohemia,
The came unhippy state of things prevalls in

MORAVIA,

which has had to pass through pretly much the sama
cxperiences, both 83 respects her churches snd her
schools. Moravia coatains some three million infiad.
itants, but only in the east and west are any Proter-
tants to bs found. The central parts are eatinly
Popish, Thko members and adhereats of the Re-
formed Church ars scattered amongst three er four
bundred hamlets and villages, and amount {n all to
perhaps thirty thousand-—old and young—with tersaty
poorly-paid pastors.

In passing through this country, we could not but
think of the story of David Christian, the RMoravian
carpenter and preacher~-dsscendant of an anclent
snd persecuted race—who went to Dresden in the
beginning of the last century, to inform Count Zinzen-
dorf of ths remnant of old Waldenses who bad fled
from an cxterminating persecution into Bohemla, and
thers joined the Hussites, forming the Taborite party,
But here, tco, they were soon doomed to sullering,
when the Jesuits and Ferdinand II. began their
bloody extirpation of Protestants. Finding zesistance
in vain, once agaln they emigrated, and one hundrad
yeass afier a remnant appeared in Moravia, and were
looking for a place of refugé and rest. The Count
promised them & cordial reception at his estate in
Uppar Lusatia.

COUNT ZINXENDORP'S

histery is too well known to neced repeiition here. |
shall ohly add that he was dezcended froman old and
distingdiched Austrian family that had settled in
Saxony, that he studied at Halle and Wittenberg, and
from his youth kad a desire to do something for the
advancement of Chrislianity. Here wan his oppor-
tonity, which he gladly embraced. David set off with
tho good tidings, and soan after appeared 2t tha Count’s
estate, {n company with a band of pilgrims who had
sxcrificed gll they possessed in Moravia to sesk ahoms
where they would be at liberty to worship God

to the lictates of thelt owa consciences
The lands were then all covered with forest, and the
spet where the colonists cut the first tree for the

buildidz of
BERRNHUT,

.1 the 17th January, 1723, Is indicated by a granite
monument. The coluny flourished, the faith of the
pilgrims agresing with that of the confession of Augs-
barg. Of the missionary ceal of this little colony it i3
not necessary to say anything to the readers of THE
PRESBYTERIAN, nor of its marvellous gesults, con-
sidening their means and numbers.  Herrnhut, I may
fay, is only fifty miles from Dresden oa the railroad
to-Breslau, and can be easily visited in the courasof a
summer’s day from that city. It is & neat lntle town,
each commurity of Bret! ren having its own prayerand
assembly room, in which music is grestly cultivated.
In the Friedhef, or ¢ Ccurt of peace,” as the Germans
designate their cemeteries, s the remains of Count
Zinsendorf and bis family and friends, The house in
which the Couat lived is now the direction oz govemn-
ment bouss of the missionary colony., Tbs people
cultivzte the lands, which include zzveral estates, and
all is neat and flourishing.

THE THIRD JUBILER
of the Moravian Misslons was calebrated on tha 2135t
Auzust fast year at Herrnbat, and at the
stationsin Germauny, Eogland, Holland, ond Switger.
tand, foo all these countries and many others proated
largely by the religious lif2 and missionary seal, which
weve- re-kindled Inst century by this little colony, ata
time ¢ great dexdness in Church life, whes, a3 it has
beer caid, “ twe sa,. seemed to have almost czazed to
flow in the graat tres of the Reformation.® Evea Eng-
1and Berself was indebted to the movement 282 onfoot
by Comnt Zwzendorf, for be hzd a poweriul Infieence
upoa Wesley, and thus contributed to cpo of tha
greatest awakenings recorded in the histery of the
Churck. The following passage from 2 letter wrilten
by Dr. Presseaté, of Paris, on this subject is-so inters
estitz that I am sere yeay renders will thank mo fez
quoting it. Itoccurs in an account ho gives of the
celebrmation of the jublles ot 2oaimirall, a quist Swiss

village in the canton ¢f Neuchdiel, at which he was

present) "hrngm({: bo says, “}lst after the ¥lc.
tory galned by the Piotestants ovir thé refropfade
Catholic policy of the Stuarts, the withering wiid of
deism began to blow. In France the revocatlon of
the Edict of Nantes was bearing bliter fruit.  Adber.
ents of the Reformed falth were wandering in deaert
places, exiled or proscribed, while Catholiciam, dia.
honouted by its victory, provoked a tesvible reaction
of Infidelity, which found its most formfdable exponent
in the profane lrony of Veltaire, ln Germany and
Halland the doctrines of the Reformation became
wore and more transformed into arid scholasticism,
which madeorthodoxy a whited sepulchre, from which
the living Christ was fied. TheScribes and Pharisees
of tho new synegogue had succeeded in glossing over
with their formulas the words of eteroal lifs and
of infinite love, It was then that, gathering around
him the selics of the Churches of Bohemia and
Moravia, a young nobleman of Northern Germany
guve a living exbibition of tho truth of Christianity—
the truth which loves, and worships, and saves. It
was as though anocther Moses had struck the rock,
and there fowed forth into ths desert a stream of
living water, It was, indeed, the same living spring
which was revealed to the woman of Samaria—-the.
fountain which Christ opens in the heasts of all who
are truly Hin The most striking features of the
religious movement among the Moravians wis the
central place given to Christ in their theology, wor-
ship, and religious life. They brought backthe Chris.
tian soul {rom the cold and foggy region of subtle
metaphysics, to the highest realitics, even td Him
who said, ‘1 am the Truth)’ and who reveals ard
restores to us the lovs of the Fathor, At the same
timo the Moravians gave a powerful impulse o
apostolic zeal, ond inaugurated the missionary move.
ment, which has since then been taken up by all the
churches, [t was juct becauso they exalted the ever-
lasting Gospel above &l human preliminaries that
they were the initiztors of the Evangelical Alliance.
Their aim always was to unite instead of dividing the
Chusches, and they steadily sot their faces against the
thealogical controversies then being waged with so
much bitterness, Lastly, thess Christians, who sought
above 1l things to foster the simplicity of a living
faub, did much to aid the revival of evangelical tsach.
ing, sesing practically, as they did, that Christianityis
& fact——an historical rzality—the supreme manifesta-
tion of the love of God tn the person of Jesus Christ,
they prepared the minds of man to uss the Bible, pot
as 2 collection of verbally inspired sybilling oracles,
but a3 the testimony of God-- revelation communi-
cated through ouman lips end human lves—whichd,
as we have it n the Bible, is sometbing more thaa &
mere book : it is & Diving work wrought by the God.
Man, It is well kuown that Schleiermacher belanged
to a Moravian family. To this influence he owed all
that was true and useful in his theology (mixed, as it
was, with so much that was misleading), all that he
has transmitted to his followers, who on many points
have corzected thelr master, To his Moravian edu-
cation I tracs the pre-eminent place which even he
assigned to tha person of Christ in his system of Chris-
tianity.® It will be readily understood that for ail
thess reasons the third jubiles of the foundation of
Moravian Missions was celebrated with joy and grati.
tude by all the Churches, 2nd your readers will, I feel
sure, share in the feeling, T.H.
Florence, ltaly, Zay, 1883.

THE SALVATION ARMY IN XINGSTON,
(Concluded)

Theslizhtestandlysisofthe “tactics” of the* Aty ?
impresses 38 observer with the thonghtand thifl with
which the whole is planned and arranged. The Army
leaders are certainly not open to- tho repreach of
belng 138 wisa in thelr generntion than @ the childron
of thig world” Tkareis profocad knswisdse of humss-
nature, scpecially of the-natare of.tho sutlylng-class
they chiefiy seelto reach, 2nd who in-mentaiand spire
{tuzl davelopmentare to 2 great extent still chiidren, It
is not ¢ refigious rowdyism,® bat & religions kindergar.
ten, or infani school. Orsdirary preaching passes over
ths heads of thesa anceltivated natures, end crdinayy
appeals do not touch their often hardened frzarts, Bt
there is something in tho stiring choruses, thellvely
tambonrines, &2, ths soft angd sweetly sung plaintive.
hymns, which first attract-and then impress them,
in
goftencd, and dworght {ato an impregsihleor omov

5i%s of thonszlves, Then, whea ther have-ban

{June 20th, 1833,
tigdal .come%o earnest ':pgd thl testiflony
ol othefy, the praytre, which t§ bilog thY im.

pressed to the deciding polnt. ‘FHaving once tome
forward they feel that they have taken a decisive step
~have, usually under the influence of strong emotion,
pledged themselves to the service of God instead of
that of ein and Satan, The emotion passes, bot the

plesged feeling lasts. They aro taught to look in
faith ta Cheist for the Geadok fromy 514" {aéinion
over them, and what they asé they ;ind.  Elck tay’s

rejoicing In this discavery is & great step in tha up-
ward road. Thelr public *testimoay ¥ giving is an.
other decisive act, which further commits them to
their cholce, and they at once begin to by workers
themselves In bringing in their conmipanfons aad
friends. Then, {f they wish formally to jola the Army,
they must bocome total abst2’aers, rencunce tobaces,
and don the Army “uniform.” Young women must
give up every ornament.  Thess saturally seem to us
unwarranted conditions as complications to add to
the simple ideas of salvation. DBat the Amy iz a
schoo! of discipline, and if we consider what are the
special snares of the class from which the recruits
chiefly come, we shall see that thess rules are not
withont sound reasons. Tha meén stas/ have & st ag
barrier against the temptation of strong drink. To.
bacco, too, is & snare, Aud no greater subordinate
styvice could be done to the young woren than to
remove from them thé temptation (6 tAwdry finéry,
and array them in the simpld, even tasteful, costums
of the female recrults,  Moreover, thevery weating of
the uniform gives = senseof esdritdz corgs of Chtistian
brotherhood, which in itself must be a great belp and
safeguard. And the recruit feels that ho must not
disgrace his uniform, consecrated to the servico of the
Most High, just as the earthly soldier feels that he
must not disgrace his, Then the marching together
to some church to partake, as a body, of the Loxd’s
Supper gives a further and still closer sepse of
brotherhood ; and the frequent mectings, the lively
singing in unison give 2 nzeded play to the social
instincts, a beneficlal outlet for the emotions of their
vew life. It is quite possible that they may overdo
this, that the pleasurable excitement of thg mestings
may make the quiet, steady path of homa religion and
self-denia] seem somewhat flat and mcogotonous,
‘There are evils attendant en every system, butJet as
bo thankful whea the good infinitely preconderatss
overths evil And we may trust that God will cars
for His own, and maks His gracs sufiiciens for-them,
In the meantime let us rejoice that in homes, bt
1ately hells on earth through profanity and intemper.
ance, pareats and children vow gather rpund the
family altar and worship God, with stammering
topgaes it may be, but with full aed happy hearts.

Eut all the advantages which their methods can
supply for aitracting and impressiog the class among
whith they beat succeed woald avail bug little withont
the vivifying power of the Holy Spirit, and fhaf has,
in tho most signal and unmistakeabls maneer, blessed
tho earnest workers and thelr work, Notrusshearted
Christian, I thizk, could -attead thicir meetings, hear
the thapksgivings of the converts, know of ther
changed lives from parents, brothers, comrades, best
of all, employers, ko feel i8's wost8 thely while ta
subscribe to the Avmy's funds on accournt of ils influ-
ence oss their men; and rafuse to acknowledge the
presence of more than buman ageacy. *No mae can
do these miracles, except God be with him.* It {snot
a mere temporary excitement, howsver cdused, which
can trapsform hard, reckless, eiciqus heartg and fives
into penitent, loving, child-lika otes—can touch even
intellectual sceptics, as hasbeen done—and 1éad them
to rejoice with the simpla faith of a child, or change
careless young men, just like thousands of others, ina
few wesks, into enthnsiastic missionaries of the Cross,
For the converts eard/ They hyvp already beguns,
toge into “the villages sourd about,” following closely
in ths footsteps of the first disciples; snd it is ae
lghtful to s20 and hear the joy with which they relats |
the success which bas attended their first effortsin,
the coaversion—apparently, at least—of a.pumber- of
their hearers.  And these mission expeaditiona—some
of them fiftecn miles in length—come after 2 bhard
day’s work, wind and 5ain proving no ohstade! If
we rejoice over Dr. Mackay's converts from- savage
Leatherism in Formosa, may we not well rejoice over
thesa coaverts frem “ cvilized heathenism ” o Cane
ada? -

A porallel movement has been golay o intha vl
Iags-cf Porgmonth, a-subuth-of Kingeton, It @ag



