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L AST Sabbath inight.almiost bc rcgarded
aq Presbyterian day inî titis city. It

w~itnessed the removal of two of our congre-
gations from thecir veilI-known sites, and the
opcning of buildings wli have just bee~n
erected for theiii. The f-(ould Street congre.
gation held thicir regular Sabbath sen ices in
tlhe Suniday School room, ani wvil continue to
do so until the fine church on Gerrard Street
which ks now going tip is finishcd. Vie con-
gregation of old St. Andrew's also occupicd
thîcir new building on Jarvis and Carleton
Strccts for the first tiînc. It is gratifying to
say that the thrc services hield in cach of
tiese buildings wcrc largely attended, and
that they %wcre of a very intcrcsting and ini-
structive nature.

The building of the Gerrard Street Church
which was opened for the first time on Sun-
day last is well worthy of the careful attention
of congregations who are thinking of erccting
newv structures for thcmselves. At first siglit
it appears as though some mistake had been
made in appropniating one and the saine
room for both Sunday school and praycr
meeti'ng. And ccrtainly if there could hîavc
bccn two rooms of about equal suze for these
without sacrificing the accommodations on
the first floor, it would have been better in the
end. But it was evidently a question with
the co:îgregation whcthcr they would sacrifice
the lecture-room, and provide suitable apart-
ments for the vanied work of a large and
active coîigrcgation. They have donc well
in this, sèicuring thus a number of pa lors to,
be occupied by the ladies' society, young
rnenss association, Sunday school teachers,
and by managers and session. The infant
class room is a perfect gems being in semti-
circle form, and having serni-circular seats.
Having a rooni specially adapted for this
work, the teacher is at liberty tu makc the
class recite or sing, or to illustiate on the
blackboard or by picture lessons, without dis-
turbing the othecr classes. The roonis and
passages are ail beautifully carpeted and
matted. As we sauntercd through these the
other day we çoul4 not: help contrasting al

this with somne of thîe chiarches in the mother
land, whiclx bi the bare grotind for thîe .loor
and had no hcating apparattîs, and wlîc bc-
yond a little vcstry for the session there w,îs
no extra accommodation whatever. Arc wve
%vise in lîaving these comfortitble parlors and
betttifuil scllol-rooms ? Unhic.itatingly% wean-
swcr, ir is the bcst tblng a congregation can do.
It is better forthc Church to enitcrtainilîcryoting
peuple tlîan to Icavc thîcatres to do so. It
glvcs a lîumc-like feeling to thc congregation.
The work of instnîction and bcncevolcncc wvil
go on %vlth mucli greatcr cnthusiasm than
otlîenvisc. Thec Chiircl in fact, can hiave its
own Iiterary treats, its owvî conccrts and
social4, and it %vill become a grand absorbiîxg
power to tie world wvithiott. It clravs by'thec
influence of a stîperior attraction. The Rev.
Mir. King and bis congregation arceto bc con-
gratulated on hiaving sectired sucli ample and
i.plendid accuînmoelaitions fur thte social work
of the Church. Wlîeî tilt main building is
also completed, they wvili have a structure in
ail respects wvorthy of thin and suitable for
the grcat work they are doing ini this city.

The congregation of old St. Andrcw's have
contented themsclves meanwvhile with the
erection of their church, leaving the Sunday
schiool buildings and one of thec towers to the
future. The site upon which thecy have buit
is a valuable one. Thle building is solid and
massive, and is wvcll desigticd for thc ground
on whicli it stands. Thie platform is on thîe
long wall to the cast, placing the speaker at
an1 equi-distance front the int-Lrscctions of tlic
other threc walls. Tie scats are circuilar,
rising ont an inclincd planc froir the plat-
form tu the %valls. A splendid organ is placed
in a recess bchind the platformn. Tite entire
floor is carpetcd and beautifitil gas ýcndants
faîl front the cciling, and also from bencatx
thc gallcry. One lias the feeling of cosy coin-
fort whicn looking around and seeing nothing
but soft carpets and crimson cushions. 0f
course, there is wisdom in furnishing a churcx
in this way. Mlost of the pcople îvho go toit
have just such furnished puinlors at home;
and those who have flot will bc nonc the
%vorseg of a soft scat on Sundays. It
inaies the church attractive; and whilc per-
hiaps there is some truth in the saying that in
Toronto it is no longer a question as to what
minister you wvill go and hear, but as to which
church is neîvest and most corufortable, this
is not tu be grcatly deplored in a city which
is se weIl supplied with able preachers. It is
certain that the sermon will be none the
ivorse because of the cosy surroundings, and
wve question but that cushions are even less
favorable than barc boards to that sound sleep
which the poet associates with moral and ne-
ligious discourse. For such is the depravity
of humait nature that if it wiIl sleep du ring
sermon, it will do so in s9pite of evcry obstacle.
Rev. Mn. Milligan and the congregation cf
old St. Andrew's anc also to, be congratulated
upon entering their neîv building under such
favorable auspices, and we trust they wiIl ex-
penience such a large amourit of success that
they will soon bc coinpelledi to go on with the
nemaining portion of the building. They twill
never bc night till they do so, andi the sooner
they are able tu do it the better.

It is a question with many whether we are
not in danger of having too many Pnesbyteniarî
churches in Toronto. So far as existing

clurclîcs go, wc do ot thlnik th:xt there will
bc too niany In the long run. It ls Just pos.
sible thiat Prcsbytcrianism in the city was
suifcnéing because of not kecplng abrcast of
the time-q. M1cthodism anîd Episcopacy and
the liaptist Chxurch wcre making great hcad-
way in thc matter of beautiful churches, corn-
fortable accommodations, and instrumental
music. But the P'rcsbytcrian Clîurch whil not
suifer for want cf tliese now. That lu quite
certain. Ilut it is intercsting in this conoc-
tien to look at srne uf the churches in tlîis
city. There is Bay Street from which Gould
Street and thc Central Churches spnung. We
believe its miembership is largcn than even it
ivas. Mceanwhilc the Gould Street Church Is
itself an cverfiowing one, and has given off
sonie shoots wlxich have takeil root In other
parts of the city and are growing into sturdy
congregations. Thc Central Church was or-
ganîzed in 1875 with fifty.five mcmbers. WVe
learn from its pastor thxat at the Cominunion
on Sabbath week one hundred and thirty
communion cards werc taken up at the table.
Takiîîg the proportion of attendance, there
%vill be thirty or forty more membens on the
roll. So that in that short time the member-
%hip cf this church lias more than tripled.
The pastor states that the increase bas come
from within itself and to a large extent from
families coming into thxe city, and that tu an
almost inappreciable extent bas there been
-in), addition from otlier Presbytcrian congre-
gations. Thxis is surely very gratifying, and
.tlso the fact that the Charles Street Church,
thec ne.trest te, the Central, has been growing
ait the time, as i% shown by the± ainount it
raises for missionary and benlevolent purposes.
WVe believe that Presbyteriaîiism is destined tq
take a Iîigh anîd commanding place in this great
grcwiîîg city, and these new church erections
are accomplishing a great deal in this direc-
tion._______ __

THE TR UE ISS UE.
[From the stand-point of the IEvanical Churchma&'

the î*rue :~iu" between the Rittiists and the Làow Chumil
partîy in lthe Church of England is stated as follows:]

D OES the Chu rch of England recognize a
hurnan priesthood,ordoesshenot? This

is the neal question at issue between us and the
sacerdotalists. For this latter terni is the
correct nanie for those who are seclidng te-
subvcrt the Reformation, and to bring back
again the corrupt doctrines and stiperstiticus
rites of the Chunch cf Romie. 'a Ritualists "
is a misleading terri. There miust bc ritual
in Christian worship; ail depcnds upon the
character cf thc ritmai, whether it is «'unto
edification,» or sensuous and synîbolical cf
false teaching. IlPuseyltes " is correct, for
without doubt Dr. P>usey was the founder cf
thc sect, although some cf his younger follow-
ers have, through lacc cf caution and cf that
duel'reserve" which hehimself inculcated,gone
apparently beyond hini. " Tractarians " is a
soubriquel which thcy have accepted for them-
selves, but like the last mentioned titie, it fails
te define their rosition or te, explain the irre-
concitable opposition of Protestant Church-
men. But the terni " Sacerdotalists " sets
forth at once the kcy cf the position, the real
nature cf the controvcrsy. It is so, accpted
by men on both sides. Thus Dr. Pusey hinm-
self says, " that upon the principle cf Sacer-
dotalism hangs the future of England's
Church." But ia this very saccrclotalism, de-
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