
ROI) AND C11W AiV CAI)A

The " Ross" Rifle.
It is said the rifle invented b3' Sir

Chxarles Ross lias been adopted by the
Departmnent of Militia and tixat it wvill be
nianufactured iu Quebec, liezce a descrip-
tion of this ari iii, doubtless, interest
uzanv of our readers, especially as it iay
also be sold inisporting iirndel ère long.

The weapon wvas receîîtiy tested at Mr.
Charles Lanicaster' s private rangt- near
Lonidon, azîd, subsequeutly, Aruis and
Explosives pîxblislied tixe followiiug ac-
colna of the trials:

Sir Charles Ross has beeii wisely iii-
spir;:d iu producing as his sauxple Britisli
w'ea-poîî mie whiclî is adapted for the ex-
istiiig .,-03 Service aiiununiiition, sixice this
at once places it %vitini the region of
practical politics as a xnilitary amui that is
well worthi the careful cousideration of
the Sîniali Amis Coniuxittee, aud allows of
a ready coxupamisou withi the Lee-Eufieid
on ail couints. But beyond the leadiug

wood-worl, iii one uiubrokeii piece froni
butt plate to inuzzle lockiing-riig, iii place
of the ugly and unpractical clividing of
the stock j ust belinid the shoe iii the Lee-
Metford and Lee-Eiifield rifles, whiclî was
adopted, apparently, for no other reasoni
thail because the Maàrtiiui-Henry iiad, per-
force, ta be so divided. These are feat-
unres wliich are at once to be appreciated
by a practical observer, but as regards'
othier external charactenistics it iiiav be
said that the rifle whlîi Sir Chxarles Ross
lias brouglit aven f roi Canada is ivhat is
terzned a "shop pattern. " and inay be
capable of souxe miodification, as, for iii-
stance, iii the niiatter of providing a hiaif-
pistoi grip to, the stock. On the other
baud, this weapon iu its present foni
-handles'" beautifuili l evemy respect,

anci the wood--womk, is flueily nxodeiled
witlxout sacnlficing any of the strengtlh
requisite iu au ani destiuied to the un-
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conditions of liaving a barrel of Service
calibre chauîbered to suit the Govenuniieît,
cartridge, the rifle lias few points of siuxi-
larity withi tixat îiov issued to thie Britishî
Armyv. Even iu external appearauce the
differences are sufficientiy strikilig. For
exanipie, the magazine of the Ross rifle is
flush witlx tie wood of the stock, so that
tizere i-, no lunsiglîtly inietal projection lu
front of the tnigger guard to norry the
soldier lu every conceivable way, and to
prevent hlim froni <'sloping anus"- ac-
cording to the tînie-honored, custoni pre-
vailing befone 1892-. It is well-kuown
that the îuethod of carrying the Lee-
Ezîfield sicieways at the ' siope, " which
is inecessitated by tlxz obtrusioxî of the
miagazinieatthie place whlîihshouid nat-
ixrallv rest ou the sixouider, proves exces-
sively tlring to the w'rist and hiand durixîg
a long march, and tends to cause a
marlced unisteadiness,ý if any firing lias ta
be doue subsequently. Aýnotiier feature
ta be xîoted is the con.tinuation of the

cerenionious tmeatmnent of a -"Tommy"
under Service conditions.

Turiig to the mneclauisin of the rifle,
the boit is of the fmont-iock strai-lt-puil
variety, a single nectilinear niovenient
backwards and fonwards serving ta lock
and unlock the breecli-action and cack the
firng-piu. Thxis sinîplicity of opemation,
which is very inar1ked iu firing the rifle
ab conipared with the usual turning-bolt,
is attaiiied by xnaking the bolt-head sep-
arate froin the main portion of the boit,
the twa engaging by a series of volute
grooves% lu sucli a ixianner that the push-
iing of tixe boIt lionie rotates the head, so,
tixat two iugs ixponi it enter into contes-
pouding necesses iu tixe front end of the
breecli-bliie as in the turning-bolt sys-
teni, and vice versa, tJ.e witlxdnawal of the
boit rotaies the lieau so as to free the
lugs. It sbaIluld be noted iu this conuec-
tion tliat Sir Charles Ross lias fitted a
long and strong inechailical. extractor,
which, in conjunction, -%ith the easy


