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OQUR FIRST BOV.

A morry Christmas and a happy Now Year
to all, and, in the gonoral joy and enjoyment
of this fostivo scason, may you find room in
somo warm little corner of your hosrts to wel.
come tho now candidate £or your favor. Wo
make no oxouso, nor offer any elaborate argu-
monts ag to tho nocessity for launching THE
FAVORITE on thio soa of lteraturo; wo only
bave two roasons; first, & desiro to furnish &
thoroughly good paper, perfoctly moral in {ts
tono and tendoncies, to take the placo of the
trashy publications with which tho oogntry 18
delugod; and, socondly, wo have what wo
concuve %0 bo a very reasonablo desire to
mako & littlo monoy by the transaction. In
order to accomplish our purposo wo shall
spare neither pains nor exponse to mako tho
Favomitu the begt, as it is the largest and
cheapest, weokly story paper printed on thig
cratinent,  Wo shall constantly have three or
four serials by the best authors, & number of
shart storics, interesting skotunes, spicy edie
torials, and ontertaining setections from tho
contemporancous pruss. We sball run the
Favouirs emphatically as & livs paper; thero
will be nothing in it to induce drowsiness;
every article will be woll writtep and enter-
taining, and our storios ¥} bo of the most
absorbing interest, Tus Favomra will bo con-
ductod essentially & a famuy paper; it will be
puro and olevated in tone, and pot a word or
line will appsar in it which coald cali a blush
to the cheok of virtue, or sully the purity of
thought of the most innocent. It will be de.
sigued ospecially for entrauce to tho family
circlg, and may safely bo placed in the hands
of childhoad; the stardes we publish, whils fn.
tercsting and full of adventurs aod ivoident,
will bo fyee frm auy of ths vulgar scasation.
alism of the day, and will tend to elovate,
{mprove, atd instruct as well as smuss. "As &
fair sampls of the class of paper wo intend
having, wo refer to the present numbar; futors
uumbers will be constructed on the same
model, only they will contsin parts of several
gerial stories, Politics and religion—that is
religious discussions—will bo cxoluded from
our ocolam=s, as wo do not think them sufted
for a purely literary paper, current topicg will
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olous® Hallowod, becauss dedloated to a
sincere thanksglving, and gracious, beoauso
then the best sympathise of our nature brosk
from out tho crust that has gathered over them
during tha pas$ year's rough oxporioncos, and
show an activity as If thoy had boon, rofreshed
by pextia} op dompleto slumber. Undor the
gonial¥nfitiende ‘of Ohristmas men thaw ont
who wexg £o all appearanco froxen for ever;
closely bultoned breochos pockots arc unloosed,
and the hand of charity inserted ; flinty hearts
ars softoned and affoction sufferod to eater
whore tho gates soemed barred to ¢ for ever.
Somehow Christmes atmosphoro sooms to bo
differont from any other; no matter in what
part of tho world, whothor in froxen Canada or
tho burning tropics, tho Clristmas air seams
to waft brocses of love, and peace, and unsel-
ﬂ:lmu_n. A+ 10 time douvs self fall to a0 Idw
an ebdh as undor the infusnos of Ohristmas;
poople think not sc much of themselves 18 of
othors; tho old folks are-planning what pre.
sents they can best dalight the, hoarts of tho
roungstars with, and the 1itfle Salkd drs busiiy
engaged counting thefp h wealth and
pusslisg thelPsjitthy Jmdy to know how two

sty il fan* it 1s to be made to buya
card-rack for muthar which will cost one dol-
lar and & half, and a amolling-bottle for auntie
vhich will cost & dollarand a quaster, Nearly
evaryb dy is plauning some little pregent for
somo relative or friend ; poor indecd islie who
has nothing to glve, crno custogive to. This
custom of making presents.at Christmas time
doubtloss has {ts orlgin in tho presents of the
wizo men of the Basl end will probably last
as long as the world docs. But thorw are somo
who cannot makoe pressnis; zomo to whom
Christmas i3 not Christmas at all ; somo whoso
dull roukifie of heayy tofl is nnt hroken by the
joyous day ; saxae whoss abject poverty.mmakes
the day o timo of rejolclng gt mifth for them,
1s it not‘our duty, if wo are blesséd with
groat or smaalt portion of this world's goods, Lo
seck vut those who arcin wantand miseryand,
acoording to our means, enable those who are
too poor to help themselves to enjoy In some
small degreo this festive seasqn, remombering
the fnjunction of Him whoss birth we cole-
brats, # Yo have the poor with you always*
Deprad upop 1¢, ourown Christmas dinner will
tasto swoeter for the conscioustiess that wo
havo enablod at Jeast ono fellow ureatwro to
enjoy a mcal be would otherwine.have gone
without; and our own pleasure will be en-
hancod by the knowlodge that wo havo lst.fn
o littlo light on some dark spot, and caused joy

bo discnssed in aa independens and YUberal
spirlt, and 1o partisanship or sectarfapism al- |
lowed ta crecp Inty our reviews of v most
interesting questions of the day We ntend
to puktah a tharoughly gual papes, as gova
as money snd talent can mako 1t, and we trust
to the public to zive us that casuest uud condiat
support which alone can insure our enterprise
being & success, We dozire to supplant the
indecent and fmmoural publications which now
olrculats so krely, and to supply in their place
pure, healthy, invigorating litcraturo, aad we |
call on overy onc who wighes to sse ths litem-
ture of his country elevated and improved to |
easlst ue.

A<t
CHRISTMAS.

Eighteen bundred and seventy-two years
ego tho first Chritmas was celebrated besido
the munger of the stable in Bethlchem by a
few shepherds who came and bowed thomsel ves
before the infant Saviour, and offering thele
humblo giftsa worshipped in " silent wonder, l
and now from every clime and evory lang, from :
tho frosen poles and the byming desert, gocs |
ap tho sound of rejoicing and thankugiving ong
tho anpiversary of tho birth of the Saviogr of
theworld. Everywheto, throughout the length
and breadth of Christendom, hymns of prayer
and praise sscond, and everywhero tho sound
of rejolcing and merritaont i heard. In tho'
languago of the groat human inturpreser of the
Divine law, the time is “hallowed and gra-|

to reign where despair aud eorrow Leld un-
trol. While wo enjoy Christmas thoroughly
ourselves, 16t us bo mindful of thoss whore

! eufferings we can allavisto, 80d somcnbes tiat

Has whoso natal dxy it is oame to bnag
“Poaco on onarth, guod-wiy Lo ward men.”

WHO WILLWRITE FUR THE FAVORITE.

Our number of 4th January, to bo issucd in
& fow days, @ill commonce the st veiumo of
The JFacorste. 1t will be rich in rtory and

THE FAVORITE.

Py o e — gy —

In %% number will algo bo commozoed a novel
of great power and absorbing {ntercet now ap-
pearing in England, ontitled :

Lrsrauix. By tho authorof ¢ Tbe Roso and
thoe Bhamrook,” which wo publish from
advanoo shests,

Wo haro a largo number of intorosting talos
on hand which will be produced in rapid suc-
oosglon ; and wo are always soady to encour-
ago native talent by purchasing at tho highost
rates anything in tho way of storics, skotohes,
pocms, pravidod thoy aro good.

The Favorite fs tho largest and choapest litor-
ary woekly papor published on this continunt,
containing as it doos sixteen pages of four
columns oach, or alxty-four columans of readiag
matter, being one fourth larger than th;g\v
York Ledger or Weekly ar any of that of
Tapas.

Amongst tho many authors whoso works will
appoarin Ths Faperits wo may montion the
following :

OANADIAN,
Mizs Isabells V. Coawford, of Potorbore’, Ont.

John E. Potter & Co, Phlladolphia, bave In
press rnd will shorfly publish Poryxw’s Cox-
PLECR BIALS ENQYCLOPEDIA; & Unlvomal Tlo.
tiodary of Biblieal, Eoolesiastical and Histortoal
Intormation, from tho eariiest times to tho pro-
ssnt day. By Rev, Willlam Blackwood, D.D.,
LL.D., author of « Blackwood's Comprohonelve
Alds to the Study of tho Holy Bible,'” oto,, eto.,
with valuabls contributions by othor ominont
divinos. Comprised in about 2000 Brovior pnges,
quarto, with nearly 8000 illustrative angraviuge.

T CANADIAN EVAXGRLIST 18 the sitie of &
now religious paper publistied in German at
Prerion, Unt., and iz desigued to il fn the 3or-
mera literature of our oountry somowhat tho
sama position that tho Witness does in Suglish,
The first pumber is well got up, and tho papor
promises to be wall worth thosubaoription price,.
$1 por anoum.

L — .
(For the Fuvorite.)

HOW I SMASHED A GHOST.

P

About a dozon years ago whon I was just
guitlug vut of my teens, and trying hard to pot-
sundo a siokly littie moustacho to grow 20 that
1 might bo taken for aman, I had an adventure
with » ghost, 1t was lu t2o uiand ot Barbadocs
in tho West Indios, where I spont noariy ull my
boyish days. My paronts woro Barbadians, and
(ndoed our family hod besn sottiod dn tho iatend
over ono hundrod and fifty yoars, and 1 baa
ocousins and other rolations without number. It
was always the cstom of tho Mamily that as
waay mombers of it as possible should dino to-
gothor on Chrisimas day. sometiraocs at ono
houso, somotimes at anothor. It happened one
Christmas that tho dinner was to be hold at the
houso of & cousin of ours who livod about twolve
sallos out of town, and it was arranged that
1p08t Of U8 w oo to Tomain ovor night, and some
*.alf dozen of 80 wore tostay untll Now Year's.
Ay mother, alster, and myself did not arrive
until late, and I had not time %o go to my bod-
room. Tho dianer passcd off Uke al, Onristas
Jdinners, the thirty-five or forty porsons presoat
wero all well acquatated, tho dinnor was ¢xcel-

Mrx, Alex, Ross, Montreal, Q.
Mrs, M. E. Muchall, Poterbore’, Ont.
Mrs, Susanna Moody, Lakefield, Ont.
« Effie,* Olarencoville,”
Eato SBcymon, Xontreal, Q.
# Antolnette,” Halifax, N. 8.
Miss Emma N, Crawford, Poterboro’, Ont.
A LS, Huntingdon, Q
Mrs. J. V. Nool, Kingston, Oz’
J. A. Phillips, Montieal, Q.
Robert Brydon, Hespeler, Ont
John Lesporance, Kontreal, Q.
Rev, W. Lumsdan, Oakvillo, Ont.
E. H. Grifith, Montreal, @
E. A. Button, Quebeo,
Goo. 8. Barnun Ottawa.

&c,, &o., &o.

xyaLsm.

" Wilkie Toiling, Edmund Yatcs, Erncst Brout,
Miss K. B. Braddon, James Groenwood, Jean
logelow, &c., &c., &o.
Lo _ AMERIOAN.

Rer., Beary Ward Beccher, Witllam Ross

t

ont, tho winos porfect; what moro was wanted
w make a Jolly party, After dianer, of course,
wo had gawmes “forfeits,'” and «blindman's
buff;"” and » Copsnhagen,” and all sorts ofgames;
but we got tired of them, and At st wo all
gatherad on the great wido piazza—{ur i1t was &
warm, clear, moorlight night—andsomo of the
oldor ones of tho party began totellghost stories,
while the port-wine negus, clarot cup, &ud cov
ocvanat julip clrculated pretty frooly, and thoss

| who liked to enjoy a pipe or oigar did so—I tave

v1vld roocollections of making myseif Borridiy
slck with a pipe.

Gfall th torriblo ghoat stories I ever hoard 1
car oot romoember anything equal to eomo Unole
DIl told that night; they acinally maco my
nsir atand on end and thagirls ahrieked in tor.

Wallace, Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Dr,J G.

Alcott, &o., &c, &c.

LITERARY ITEMS.

Tae Porr Wonrtd 8xrred. ©y Mrs, Rubert
O'Roilly. 8 vols ins neat Wittls case. Rostou.
Roberts Broz. Montresl: Dawson Bros.

| Prico $3

{ These threo Uitle valumes, DoLL WoRLD,

, DEoRAN's DaAwxp, asd Parst's Com-

FANIUX, A0 oaCvuust sWriva  lur

Iron snd ave particuldrly well adapted fur @

Christmes pressnt as they arz handsomely

) sutd 14 ciuts aad emoosshoq with six o: oight

engravings ench. Tho style of tho stories is good

'und they cannot fail to bo interesting and in-

structive to tho yoaug.

Hoilxad, Bark Twain, Brev Hurte, Louise M. |

anjle |

ror. He ssemod to enjoy onr fright and each
wale was L1070 teirible than the previuus ong,
1ast tho clook struck twelvo, and it was de-
cided to he timo Lo go to bed, Tho houes was
a large, rembling atructurs, two stories high—
thes usual beight In the Wost 1adies on accvunt
of the hurricancs—and I found that one of my
ocotains and roysolf were to oocupy an upper
room ‘n the East wing which bag teon ased as
a sort o7 store roum, bat had been pressed 1nto
service on aooouns of sho houss being so full. I
Fas vCry , and andresning basuly 1 jumped
1oto bed, 4 lnapite of Uncio B1i's hormble
stories T waswileop in Avo minuces.

Do you k?pb Lat the sensauon {s t0 waks
suddenly ol !g 00p, svung, dreamioss slesp !
That was the Way 1 awoke, witha sudden atart,
and & consclousness that something was errong.

1 lwked w my right and thero I saw a gigao-
tlo figurc arrayed in white, with immense oat-
strotched wings, bonding over me; tho face was
mild and beautifcl as an angol's, but I thouzht
I oould discern s dovilish twinkle in tho oye,

KING ALFRED AxT OTHERX, tLo discovorer of
l the North Cape,

Ty MARQTIS 6F CARADAs, ot Poss i Bours. )
1 *" These nre two of Marvos Ward & Co.s Litg.  ing closar and dloser over me.

minated Logends, pubdlishod by W. P. Nim-

verse, and will contain an immenss amvunt of | Price 25 conts sach.

interesting reading matter. Throe new scm.!s, : A braco of capital Obristmes books finc’y lliu-
two of them writtan expreasly for T%e Farorits, | minated. The ntow verston of Prus tn Boots is
will commence fn this number which wiil | weoll and pleasantly told, and tho bright showy
contain the follo wing, an d othor articles : ‘ plotares are jual Lhe thing o dolight the juvonlls

Hazo 10 Baar; atale of Canadian life. By J.
1 of good things as useal. Mr. F. W. Robinson's

A. Phillips, o‘n[onml. autho'r of t'I':o Po- | o wlittlo Kate Kirby # {s continued, and
pular stories « From Bad to Worse,” ¢ My | grows in interest as it progressea, There s a
Beporter,” &o., %o, j curious pape; on I;‘O!Iow 0;1 was «8truck’ (n

. vanads,” by J, C. Dont; and two oxcellent short
Wiotona ; or the Foster Sisters. By Miss | stories, ©Two Events in @ Quiet Life,” by E
Isabelin Valanoy Crawford, of Pewerboro, | Ciaxton, and «Very 0dd4.” by tbo aathor of
Ont., author of # Tho 8Bilvers' Ch-istmas ! « Mrs. Jerminghnm's Jogrual” Thue poalry 1n

Bve,” « Wrecked , of, Tho Bosclerras of « gre fuily up to thotr usual standard of exosllsudg,

CAKSRLL'S AAGQAZINE for Docomber i3 as fult

Mirtree,” &0. \ M'f‘m: ALDDIL—T%:&‘%Q}“ doudt tho very

. ‘art magazine ed In Amerlca, and

Tarrs or ¥y Boaupzea. By A. L 8, of Hun. :very nearly resomblasthe Art Jourmalof London,
tingdon, Q. j It contalns l:womy-lour pazosudand has about

i thirfy-six illustrations, prio in the most

Daw ¢u tzx Oomax. By E. A Button, d‘ perfect manner on tintod paper. Tho rending
Queboo. matter {3 most carcfully solocted, and the

The coucluzion of & Tho Clevedon Chimos® | mmo'm:in P-m'& 'r':: mgg gomgg‘ggd ibo g;bolo

L m pul m
and ¢ Ohnismnas in Sunshine and Shldov,'a.nd ' by James Satira & Co., 63 Aalden
other interesting articles. ] York. Prico§S perann. |,

< e

me, Edinburgh, Moutreal : Dawsoa Brod. |

' the uumber 18 very good, and tha illustratiqne 4

Tow | the

and a cruel, half satirical smile about tho mouid,
I was wido awake, never moro wide awake in
my iifs, and 1 conld see ths vorTibie fgare bend-
My rescintion
was taken; up to this time I had 2ol moved, I
now raised my hapds cautiously t0 my head,
graspod my pillow wih both hands—it was s
Iargo, heavy balr one, for I always liked & bant
plilow~—oclosed my eyes for & second, and thon
rising suddenly to a shuing posture 1let drive
at tho ghost with All‘xny might.

o L L 2 [

« Good Heavous, Arthur!® exclaimed my
mother, entering tho room with a iight, ¢ what
13 tho matter; 18 it thlovoes "

My mothor had a chronto ides about thioves,
824 was always r’noyieg thay wore -in tho
housoe

Whnst waa the matter? Aht.thad was the
question. Isat up in dod, hslf stupified, and
thorougbly puzzisd, Oa my right stood a tall
press painted whity, the doors of which wero
battered in; and ou tho flocy I8y scmo dozen or
mors pols ©f jams, prosorvea and plokies In
various stages of dilapidation, and on thio third
shelf of the proaxs was my piliow, c£limly ropos.
ing {n & largs tareen of bolled paw-paws.

It was all very woll: for my mother 10 say I
nevor saw any figure at all, that il was thy

| mocplight sireaming tn at tho oyen window,

and falllng on ths whito pross; batl ktow

thly b‘mpﬁﬁw““ ghost, and X smashed him with )
B R
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