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COWPER.
Born at Berkhamstead, in Hertfordshire, 4. D.1731.

Han in society ic like a flower

Blowa in its nativebed : 'is there alone

Hir facultics, expanded .o foll bloom,

Shine out; there orly reach their proper use.
TASE.

The amiable subject of this sketeh, attained tothe
summit of poctical fame. To all who pussess a
taste for litcrature ; who fucl the softer emotivus of
humanity ; and to the rcligious nand esperially, the
name of Cowper will bo ever dear.

His coustitution was remarkably delicate from bis
infancy, aud his miad was so tender us to be easi
depressed into melancholy.
ing ho received at markot-strect, Hortfu.dshire, and
wgon pine years old, he was sent to Westiminister
school, The literary advautages acyuired by hun
at that celebrated seminars, were purchased at the
expencoe of his futuro peace. A public schoul afl-
fords free scope fur the cruelty of the greater buys
toward their belpless juviors , and Cow per’s teuder
ago aod coastitutional ltmidtl). expused bum pecu-
liarly to this species of oppressions It produced an
indelible effect upon his mind through Lfe, and
affords the clx by which his future circumstanees
aro to be explained. Occasivnal sympitows of de-
raogeweat, w his carly youtl, wmway apparculy be
ascribed to the same cause.®

Havin

Therudiments of learn- |

ecived from the fullowing verses addressed to vae
of his femalo rclations :—

O prone to pity, gen'rous and sincere,
Whose eye uc'eryet refus’d the wretch a tear;
Whose heart the real claim of fricsdsiup knows,
Nor thiaks a lover's are but faucy'd woes;
See ine——ere yer my destin’d course hall done,
Cast forth a wand'rer on a wild unknown!
See me, nsglected on the world's rude coast,
Each dear companion of my veyage lost’
Nor ask why clouds of sorrow shade my brow,
And ready tears wast only leave to flow:
Why all that southes a heart, from anguish free,
Al that delights the bappy——p- lis with me*”

If these emphatic Liues affordec a promisc of the generation the culs he had

the occasion of the popular ballad of « John Gil-
pin,” which weli knowu story she related to amuso
Cowper iv oue of hisgloomy wmoweunts; and it had
such an offect upon litm, that he turned it iote
verso.

Awong the numerous beoks vhich Cowper read,
in the long evenings of winter. was Pope's clegant
version of Homer. llis own tamiliar and accurate
knowledge of the origiual, prompted him frequent-
ly to complain of the translator’s deviations from
his Author, and w express his wish that_some per-
son equal to the performance would produce anore
exact version.  Lady Austin saturally urged him to
undertake it: and upon completing his +* Tiracim-
um,"” which was designed to avert from the ristug
vhsorsed ot pubibe

future excollency of Conper's f-oductious, they,schools, hie began to translato the liad. The ver-

1

bre ithe the sauwo wounded spinit witl,
Iater pieces. The principyal Jiffiurence coosists in the

i

were oquatly predictive of hes future distress.  They  s10n is not su pleasing as that of Pope, liut it s vaud
many uf his, to exhibit a more faithfel picture of the onginal.

Afier the publicauun of s "lomer L was solict-

author’s unacquaintauce, at the forner periud, with, ed by 2 buskseller to piepare @ splendid cdior wf
the consolations of the gospel. aud his hnow ledge, Milton's Portical Warks . in which the Laun aud
of their worih, with ascuse of their loss, at the lat-' Italian Poems were v bo translated and Notes vn
ter. ‘Thie breach was already made which nothing | the whole subjoimed by Cowper. Both these pro-

but the balm of salvation could heal. The scasun jects were Trusirated, hut a prose traocl.tivy, exe-
w1s at hand when that restorative became indispeu- | cuted by b, while conucia, b Hutuer, was pub-

<ibly necessary.

In lieu of the more advantageous offices which be it

lished i 1792, by Mi. Newton.who had rcquested
About the tune lis atteation was duccied to

had relinguished. he aceepted of the appointiment of . the Liv aud worhs of Milton, Mr. T1ayley. 10 whose
Telerh of the journals in the House of Lords, loping, clegant account of Conper's life the reader s refer-
th-u his personal attendance would ot be requisite. 1ed, as engaged i asuuilas design. winch brought
‘hut this expectativn also was frustrated, for an oc- sabout an intimacy between them, wliuch centioued

. . . Veasi i i qC : . was iu couseguence of th
remained at this school for nine years, | Cavion suon occurred which rendered it absolutely tll Cunper’s deatin. It was iu consey

and laid i a large stock of classical hoowledge : atjUeeessary for the Clerk to appear at the bar of the conne.ivn, aud isaeascd ivfirmat.es, that our au-
o itouse ; which had such ax effect upun his nerves, | thur suspemled s exertions un Midion.

the age of eighteco he was articled to an emuent
attoraey; aud three years afternards, e entcred
as a student of law inthe society of the Tuuer Tew-
ple. 1lis genius and inclinations wero no better a-

dapted o this pursvit, than bis acquired habits.

While in the ‘Temple, he renewed an sutanacy with
Masars. Culwaa, Thoruton, and Lluyd, who bad
beew his school feliows, and coutribuied three pa-
?ers to the * Counvissear,” conducied by the twe
ormcr. Beioz vominated, by the wterest of hin
fawily, 10 the luerative poste of Readung Clerk and
Clerk of pris ate Comnmitiees, inthe House of Lords,
he couceived s great 2 dread of officiating befure
the asscuibled peers, that, notwithstunding the de-
lay and daager to which it exposed his temporal
prospeas, ho deternined on relinquislung the ap-
poiotment.  le had anw reached his thurty-first
g:zr. aond baving lost his father, from swwhom he -
rited vo adequate fortune—disappointed too of s
aarthly hupes, the confliet in lis aund may be cun-

* The natuzal chcefulness < £ hus temper, wuich at times
was o awfully depressed by derange uest, s pleacingly
displayed in anlhuworous auccdole related by himselt 2
letter to a frleod :—

On Monday morning last, Sam bravght me word that

heee was auan wthe Eitchen who desired to 8; cak wath .

me. [ordered @an. A plun deceut elderds figure . wade
its appearance. aud heing dearcd o sit, spobke as followe

~$1r, 1 am clerk of the pacih of all Sauts, Northamp.
ton, brother of M. €. the upholaterer. It 1« custamary
fortbie perton¢n oy office to wunex 10 a bill of mortality,
which Lc puclnhes ut Christmas, a copy of venes: vou
would du e a great favour, 37, if you would turish ‘me
with ore.' To biel replied, * Mr. ", you have «eseral
mmen of gentus invourtonu; why have you sot applied to
some of them?  There 153 namesake of your's particu-
far, C———, the Statuary, who cvery body kucwess a firt
rate maker of serses ; he surels af all the world 15 the an
for yaur parpore.” * Alas! Sir, T uave beret vore borrnned

help from bim, but bie 15 2 geotieman of w0 much readmz.

that the people of aur town cannot understand Fan® 1 con-
fess to you, my dear Sir, that Fielt all the furce of the com.
plimeat unplied 1o the speech, and wasalonat rewdy toan

swer, perhaps, my peod faena, they iy find e tnintel

figible ton for the <ame reacan.  Kut an ‘adking hinmy whe

ther he had watked over \Westan on purpoce to implore the
assistance of my tauce, and on hiv e lvstg an the athnna-
tive, I felt my mortified vauay a latle consoled, and paiy-
ing the poar man’s distress, which appeared to be cons-
derable, promiced to supply Tim.  The waggon hae ac.
cordingly rone this day to N rthampton, loaded i part
with my cffuunns in the wortuary ayic. A fig for pocte
who anite epttaphs up o.. 16h suahi T bavo wnitten onc
that scrves two bundred persvze.”

that ho was ohliged to resign the place. A muibud

1 1794 lic hud the pleasure to reccine frum Earl

melancholy seized him : and it was found nccessary | Speucer (who was disteutly relatd to Cov.per) bis
10 place him underthe carg of Dr. Cotton. who hept | Majosty s grant of a praswy whah Dro Juhnson

onjovinentof peace with Gad through our Lord Je
sus Christ.  But our limits will net adaat il
lengthened detail which, descriptive of this auiia
ble man. is so desirahle.

1n 1763 he scttled at Hontingdon, where he {o.

of Unwin, in whose family e became an wiiia

an asylum at 1. Alhan’s, ysually cutitled the c6! [and Mr. Gibbon bad successively enjoyed. It was
ege. He remnined there eighteen months: tie lat- | nununaliy L300 per avoum, but the royal buunty
ter part, however. of this period saw him out ouly waly delded pleaswic to his fricads, fur be was now
0 the possession of his restored facultivs, but in the  sunh ity o stute of Coplete dejectivn, Tom which

he never fully emerged.®

in Decewmbier, 1796, Mrs. Unnin dicd : but the
vodilion of Cowper was such, that be seemed out
te feed tholass uf a pesson whom he had so Jong
and sineciely loved. e cuntinued, bowever, 1o

ed an acquaintance with a clergyman of the w e warle vecasionally, and abo fimshed a revisal of huy

Hower, which bas Lees printed sioce. Some shont

1o the summer of 1767, Mr. Unwin was hollad Ly oy Latin and Giceh poens hie ttaaslated iuto Englsb,
fall frora his horse : on which Cowper. with Mro. {and two of Gay's Falles ioto Laun vense. Auother

Unwin, on the invitation of Mr. Newton, retued)of Gay's Fables he attempied. hut b d ouly trans-

from Huotingdon, and settled at Oluey.  Of thas
place Mr Newton was curate.  To a collection ol
flywins published by that gentleman, our Poct con
trihuied sixty eight, many of which are truly su-
blune.

“T'he cordial esteem and filial affection which Cow-
per had at first entertained for Mrs. Unwin, gra-
dually assumed the similitude of a conjugal attach-
 ment. They had no prospect of separation durig

Lfe o and without & watrimonial viion, so inthmate

# canncxion was lable to malevolent aspersion.
{ This union however, he proposed, aud the e for
cacconplishing it was fixed, when, adas? s relapse
linto constitutional melavcholy trustrated therr de-
~sign. It aflorded an aceasion of proving thay Mrs,
Urwin was northy to have been the wite of Cown-
per. This relapse occurred in his forty-second
scar: & several yoars clapsed before bie saflicien'ly
recovered his spinits o cmploy liis misu in cowmpo-
stlion.

10 1782, a volume of his poems appeared, which
dit not cacite much attentien; but the second vo
lume i 1755, stamyped lis reputation asa first-rate
peet. particulacly by that eaquisite pcce, = The
Task.™  Lady Ausun, for whom the poct had a
peeubar regard, Lang a great adonvrer of the sub-
lime Milton, requested him to try lus powers in
blauk verse: and on his asking her for a subject.
she replicd.  Oh, you can write upon any: letit
ve thus SOFAL Thus originatcd une of the fiuest
posms io our language,  Tho sumo lady as also

t

lated tho Laes, wian ot the close of Jauary 1800,
hie was scized wah dropsical sympro.ns, and on the
26th of April he expired.

On reviewng the faue ontlines of this extraords
nary geniua, at the same time scflecting en his po-
culiar afiliction, the reader, in Cowper’s una beau-
tful lines. way exclaim :—

God meves 2 mysterions way,
His wonders to perform,

He plante his foceteps w the sea,
And ride< upon the storm.

Deep in ur "ithomable mines
Of neves-failig skl
He treasures ap Lis bright desigus,
And works Lis 2oy reign wills
® The following anecdnte will give some idea of the ter-
rore that somctunes adli-ted the foet —hunvge a visitto
tady Austin, at Cliton, Cowper appeared at fable absorh
ed 1w 2lo any rcfedtion, when one of the. Company, Wishe
ing to camsolr Pao, ool There ear Bie uo duuhbt, Mr
Couper, that vou will ke happy.”  The Port inctontiy
scized a wine-gl- e, 204, dashirg 1t on the flwr, eaclared
¥ <hiall be damed 3 snicas thal glassis broke' Mo
glaec con tumed un'rolen. * There, Mr. Cowper,” saud
his ferend, * yousee the glacs ic whele !

ANNIVERSARY.
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

‘This sacicty was formed in the jear 1800, and has bLeen
the means of extending the prit:ciples of the Protestant

Church throughou® Llazope, a great portios of the East
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