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EXPERT TESTIMONY.

MEs Vorsowiry tadmirmglvy —ht

s perfectly wonderful, dear, how sou think of so many new 10kes.

MR Yor Nowirr —Oh | just jot down all the funny thigs my frends say.

MEs. Yor NG ~ And use them afterwrd ?

ME. Vo sew g —=Namdeed, that s just the sceret of my success.

I avoid using them,

uswatl baunts: and, to the surprise of all, he offered for sale as
many sealsking as would haveserved to furnish winter clothing
for a regiment of Teckiders, ad a0 vevenue officer, who had
accasion to scearch his establishinent tor the products of illicit
distillation, was almost petrified o find that the young
Highlander's basrels werc overflowing with oil. Nobady could
say that he had seen Rory out shonting seals: but, however he
might have come by them. the fact vemained that he had
seeured a0 G greater manber than all the othier men in the
district together. But Rary kept his own counsel pretty well;
although, from the knowing twinble in Jennie's eye when she
would frequently importune her father for information as to
when that schoouer wits to be launched, it was evident that
she was pretty well posted.

As for her father, he had treated his prospective sonsindaw
with constantly increasing respect from the day on which the
Iatter had apphicd to bim, accidentally, of course, for smadl
bills for 2 fifty-pownd wote. to mahe umge ina sale of mer-
clindis After awhile the seals becitie materially seareer on

hat part of the coast, much to the satistaction of the salmon
fishers, who would rather amy time see aschool of sharks than
a pack of seals mmony their nets

= The O3 Sevztch is surddy inthe beasts,” sand a fisherman
to his companions, as they were returing homeward, eceed-
ingly incensed at the injury which they had just discovered to
have heen intlicted upon thar nets by the seals. 1 el yon
what it is, Youmight have driven w bullock through the hole
that was inmy scinc, andaits not my beliet that it was done
hy any ardinary scal, tor 1 e seen something about
Tately that i< not altogether vy ™

somy

“Yon may well say thaty chimed manother, moa very
mysterious undertone, “or no longer ago than last Saturday

I saw, down on the skerries below there, a0 thing that was not
like anything ever seen ahout here betore, though it was sone-
thing like @ seal. What do you think it was doing? May 1
never taste victualds more, it was'nt smoking a pipe!”

1 don’t doubt it a bit, after what 've seen,” said another.
“Ltell you what, hoys, P'd a precious sight sooner run than
firce the beast that has been leaving its marks on the sand for
two or three weeks; for T looked at them as Lwent by, andsaw
the prints of toc-nails, as plainly asTsceanyof you.  Butwhat,
tor heaven's sake, is that

* Pooh, you frightened fool ! exclaimed another, who had
not heen the least startled of the evew at first, “ivs only a few
seitls on & mud-bank.  But I'Il make them get out in short
ovder™; and, raising his voice, he tried the power of his lungs
to the utmml.

Down rashed the se:
wont—all sitve one of

als précipitately to the water, as is their
iant size, which had heen sidling around
among the others, This one, 1o the consternation and terror
ot the fishermen, reared bimself holt upright upon his tail, shook
his elenched tlipper at the boat. and yelled in a terrific voice:

* May Satan fly away with vou, vou blundering, bothering
chuckle-Deads' 11 eat 1 you disturbing my game again, hany
me il don’t send such o dose of small shot after you as will
teach you to mind your own business in the future!™

But the fishernien were by this time a long way down the
firth, making the boat spin through the water in the sheer
ey of panic.

After this cncounter, notwithstanding the solemn assevera-
tions of the fishermen, who declared themselves ready totestity,
hefore a kirk that aseal had spoken to themn, various
opinions were exp ling the power of capture
possessed by Rory, one party maintaining lh.u he had made a
compact with a’ demon in’ the form of a seal, while others
merely winked, and looked knowing,  All (llc particulars came
out, however, on the night of the wedding, when Rory led off
the danee in theeharacterof a seal in full costume, with Jennic's
arm tucked under his stavhoard forellipper.
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