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TuÂT wliîat i popiilatl-y teraîcil tie « lighit liter-a-
tiiC" of' the l>icseît t1ay, is cxcrcisiiig mureî t!îan
a passimg ilifiiciîce Mi Uic sffirt cf tic tige, lmmv,I

aicrif wce ii-ay su "pc)alz, te be boatup Il)itli
its W.IîîtS, itS aiiiis, iLs tellideiliCie,-iS U faIct tliaýt

few ivIIi ucw be Iprcîîarcd te, dispute. Deslîite
the attelmipts thaï; have been miade te brinîg the
torrtît of poptilar offiiiion te bear :îgiiist Sticli
publications, .1itîl the efforts cf soine, %wllo, %Ve
fear, scarely percivre Uie difileece betîvecu îc-
Eigioî 'aid thie e'iit ùf religioni, or recogiiize tuie
distinîctioni lcttivee aut humîble revereaice fur tic
great tiîutlis of Scriptui'c, and tliat coarsc f:iîii-
liarity wiUi sacred tlliiiigs, wlii hIs busy oui the
htît, anid idbe a.t the heart. \Vorks of fictionî, lîav-
iii-~ iiîdeed, for thieli anai, tiie I iigiiest aiid mobicst
chîjects, are raîîidlv aiîd -oadci-fuîllv increasinag.

.X al îid agaiii, it lias becîî ruaîoired that Philo-
sepiiày mras about toecxtii'jîate tiiose îîroîluctioiis cf
ec.called frivolus ivriters; but %ve hiave ever
thii:làt lier tee comversant i-lUi the féatures of
ber sister, iwisdoiîi, te veniture coi sucli a crusade;

ýor fail te rccgîîh'e lier andu aukmileilge lier iu-
:fltieuîccs, cvte under the stibilest disgiuises she
niay soliimes sec fit te :ssincle-av, iii tlîe vert'

<lsuietoc, frein whiich tic ignoerant uuad supler-
fici:îl bave diselaiiifuily turîîcd; albeit, had tlicy
rcceivedl lier, rileil as slie was, ticy iniglit, ulîn-
warcs, hai-ve eitert:iuîu'd an -=-el cf trii I

0f course, by Ulic teim fictioni, wçe iiilerstaîid
diu'pfly the illiustritiolî, by e\-aîuplo txud grapiie
description, cf Uie truuUis or 4'pahitie-3, feeling,
semitiuîîemîts or circeiiistaiices -vhich the auîtior iii-
temli te î-epreý;et ; and coid(er iL titus, itot offly
as tînt nipîced Lu trutiî, but as clic cf thc best
vrriz for iis euinicacî. Anid t'sat w-is rea-

soîiîîgi is itot luc re assuitiuue.l, the carly inîprcs-
seiis cf cadci cime cf us ivili îîrove; for-, rhua is
tliere that cannot retrace a long-rowiuig diclike

anil ft-ar cf scuné' 11-atiriular fliatit, or n suil-

1,0r oui. first iessoiis on th atlvaîît:îgcs of patienice,
intîdî.,try, mid ail sorts of virtutes, ive sh-Il filîd,

ourseives indcbtcd to mnu a delitiouià faîiry tale,
rec1d while iestlitig under tic sunny trcs cf our
chiildliood'sî gardeîî, or iii a siiug corner by the
wviîter licaitli of otir c:iily davs. Aiid not cvcn
iii iîtîîrelr yeaus docs fieticît bac itS inifluexice.
il-ivecv wtt ofici fonind tic iiorai trutit, or the

mala qîiaicy, %liich, ini its abstract nature, lias
scarcely been apprelieuded by uis, stavtl U-9
into :ittcntieii, lixingf itsclf %vithi owe.r-fiil grasp
on aIl oui' faculties, Mien clothed *,i its dcevelopecd

atttibucs,-wh n ibodieu lii a reai c.iaracecr ?
If, iiîdeed, it bu truc, tilat 1'a verse Illay soute-
ties m ait liiia %uho ac sermton flics'," jiist as truc is
it, tliat a wcll-coiccivcd, and wvl\eeltcd lie-
tioli iay ii over, at lest to the iprvlof cx-

celcc, iany wlîo vouilu slîrink froîîî sttudying
prccejît iii tlîc abstract, or duty iii detail.

It is doubiless to bc rcgretted1 tlîat, Iikce niost
otlîcr ageacies ivlticl are ail aiider ian'scontrcl,
fictuti lias bcciî pervcrted to base and ig-noble
ulurposes. VTices, whlicli ii thiciiselves are vcry

i exîds of darkuess, deckedil tin t' reesiave
w.alkcd tie wcrldais aigels of liglit. Fiction has
thicrcl, bccii niade a nîlitister to cvii passions,
and lier workîs liave becii coîîstructeil as a v(,si-

bui ladiigtlrcgh deception to, wickedness.

Stili, to repeat the trite numxiiîî, the abuse of auy-
Uîiil)g l ii6agiiît gia its riglit tise. The
greater the power, and thic more cxtciisive the
capabiliuies of aut inîstrumnîit, the more cegent are
the reasomîs for rescuingr it froni the service of cvi!,
auda enîîloyiîîg it asait ageit of good. It can
surely bc o i unwortliy task, te folcw the prccpt
cf uneocf tic ancieiit wise, aîîd l'jouin both profit
-ta delight la oie," aîîd tiat it cain bo accein-

theba i wors c- f ScoU, cooper, maryatt, ai
Dickcisabuindatitly prove. Tlieïe, thîcugli cadli
the type of a peculitir styie, anid iîringiîîg beforo
11s scelles and chiaracters, as widely diffcèreiit and
distincet as can be iiiiaginied, ]lave une and thec
saineC end ut vicîv,-bo exaît car conîceptions cf
liimnannTattire, te atreiitiii cair love for Uic good,

striugli~iiug aip ova f aut oppo0situ virtue, te the beu aulaiîh the truc, anid teach us practi-
thîo vit-id effert protced bv à. ivell-written tale? czalby thiat nçlility cf sou1, taiu puriy, linotr, attd
Boti Yirtue andt fiumît, perliaîis, hîa becri set lie- trîiti, do iiotcfriltoaoepram tcticproud

fore lis a liu:tured timis; but iL mis ict tili we aîid lauigl ity, but are te be folinî in the cottage
sawt thé cie eaip in th Ue oonuct cfa -t)()(1cf the rîesaut ,*îu oflieu ittore respkendently

",Irl, or tle oueq';csof Uie othmer îîicturedl iii Um-ui inu Uie palace cf ic prnce. Anid ia the
tîn' uîui%.-ry cfa 11i111gitv beo, tlint ctlier ivroighît wakc cf thiese and othîcr great niaine, have fol-

îîpiniî tus; uuIl degrec cf dia ilufletugttal iuiipres.tioiî Iowed, 4tlicughi itîitay be but atain liuiîbe distanlce,
ivhich lias sitice groiîrîl irith ouir growi raid fiimaîy a tatlentoîl atii -ifleil miter; tîttil the itovel

struîUîeîe itIU ourarcigti.To otîr îîm-ser, lias hecoie cine of ic higlicat efflbrts, and
r1.ud is oft-tolil tales oun f nur strcngesi i-i nicst popuular vehiiles cf tltoi-, feeling, auid
pFeisiom's cf -ightu aa- irom;g imy lie !raccd and Iosrain
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