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¢oarse mortar-as to fine? Aye, better! If it will
bind fine sand particles togethier, why not coarse
stones? Especially, coarse stones imbedded in
fine mortar?  Lime cticks to anything hard, and
ticks together any two or more hard substances,
coated with it and laid side by side, whethér large
or small. It fustens stones and brick together,
2s now usually laid up by the mason, then why
not if thrown together promiscucusly? Factand
philosophy bath answer affifinatively,

In 1850, near Jajnesville, Wisé., T sawhouses
built wholly of lime, mixed with that coarse
gravel and sand found in banks on the western

rairics, atd underlying all prairie soil. 1 visited

ilton, fo examine the hoase pit up by Mr.
Goodrich, the original discoverer of this mode of
building, and found his walls as hard as sténe
itself, and harder than brick walls. I pounded
them with the hammer, and examined them
thoroughly, till fully satisfied as to théir solidity
ahd strength.  Mr. Goodrich offeted to allow me
to strike with a sledge, as hard as I pleased, upon
the inside of his parlor walls {or six cents per
blow, which hie said would repair all damages.
He gaid, in making this discovery, he reasoned
thus : Has hature not provided sone other build-
ing material on these prairies but wood, which is
scarce? Can we find nothing in our midst ? Let
me see what we have. Fine Lime, abounds
everywhere. So doecs coarse gravel. Will they
notdo? I will try. He fiest built an academy
not larger than a school-house. Part way up, a
suvere stormm washed it, so that a portion feli.
His neighborg wrote on it with chalk by night,
* Goodrich's folly.” Bat, after it was up, he
wrote in answer, * Goodrich’s wisdom.” Itstood;
it hardenced with age. He erected a blacksmith’s
shop, and fizally a block of stores and dwellings;
and his plan was copied extensively. And he
deserves to be immortalized, for thé superiority
of this plan must certainly revolutioiiize building,
and especially enable poor mén to build their own
homes. .

All the eredit I claim is that of appreciating its
superiority, applying it on & large scile, and
gredtly improving the mode of Por7TING UP this
&ind of wall.

MasoR.—Of course touching tho virtues of
gravel 4s & building raaterial, I can say nothing;
most emphatically, however, do I réprobite the
octagon style of dwelling. When I was i the
West Indies I Baw 4 structure of this kind, 4
sketeh of which appeared in the Lonrdon Iiliis-
¢rated News. Being dlightly acquainted with
the owner of tlie affair, he insistéd upon showing
me through the same.

Docror.—And to what conclusion Jid the
inspection lead you ?

Mayor.—Simply this, thet if a man be détér-
mined to make his family uncomfortable for life,
he will indubitably house them in an octagon

shaped dwelling. ‘
Docror.—Wherein did the inconvenience
mainly consist ?
Masor.—That question it is not easy to answer.

Everything ivas out of joint and out of place
F'he most ingenious chbinet-maker ¢ould not con®
trive furniture which might gracefully harmonizo
with the distortions of the rodms; dnd in fact
had the greatest misinthrope desired a habitation
dévoid of one redeeming feature of comfort,
thare was sich a mansion ready fashioned to his
hand.

Larp.—~Ye hne effectually scunnered me
against dctagons, dut there may be something in
the gravel part ¢ the theory. By your léave,
Doctor, T'll put Fowler's book in my pocket, and
consult 1y fricnd Mr. Hay upon the matter.
Guid stanie is scarcé at Bonny Braes,asplain dealing
under a lawyer's wig, but we can ding o’ the
world for gravel! Dintia put your tumbler,
Major, upon that parcel, for it contains & work I
would ill like to sce stained.

Masor.—What is the gem whose purity you
50 jealously conserve ¥

Lamp.—It is the January number o’ the 47t
Journal, to which my friend Hugh Rodgers has
seduced me to become a subscriber, The tax
is something upon a bit farmer bodie, but when
wheat brings—

Docron.—*“No more o’ that, Hal, an you love
me!”

Masor.—You will never regret having enrolled
yourself as one of Mr. Hugo's clients. The Art
Journal is, beyond all controversy, at cnee the
cheapest and the most beautiful periodical of our
era.

Dacror.—I say ditto to that most emphati-
cally, and congratulate our rustic socius upon the
glimmering of taste which he has evinced in the
transaction. '

Masor.—What an invigorating and refreshing
printin this number before us, is that of *‘ Raising
the May Pole?” Ten years ago such an engrav-
ing would have been thought low priced at halfa
guinea.

Larp.—~It was that very picture which in-
duced me to patronceze the magazine. There is
a balmy, auld country aroma aboot it, which is
worth a hundred sermons against the unnatural
<in o' annexation! I satlookingupon it wi’ moig-
tened een for the better o half an hour, and
when I laid it down, I felt the first qualm o’
hame sickness I hae ekperienced for the last
quarter o' & century{ .

Masor.—When upon the subject of the fine
arts, let me commend to your attention the Zllus-
trated Magazine of Art, the February part of
which Maclear sent out to the Shanty this even-
ing. At the low rate of fifteen shillings currency
per annum it presents you with an almost bewil-



