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Stray Icaves, fragi

Those acquainted -with the Causerie.
Lundi of the famous -French. critic,
Sainte-Beuve, cannot have forgotten
captivating "lchat"' wherein he profe
to make an analysis cf his critical nrett
The paper is to be found among
.Noveaux Lundis, and it is 'abunda
evident that, modest writer as he oste
bly is, he greatly piqued himsclf upor
value. But it is one thing to propour
theory and quite another matter to red
its princîples to useful* practice. The
can be performed by anyone who is
an idiot, nor is the latter at all tinres.
qualifled. The application of a theory
the other hand, flot only necessitates
inherent trustworthiness of the hypotht
but also calîs for some 'ability, flot to
geriius, on the part of the experimner
Theory and practice are constantiy ait 1
more especially whèn tbey relate to
individual Tule of lueé. Those arnong
who have already broken ail the g,
resolutions we made at New Year will
deny 'bis fact. Then, when a man uni
takes to explain himself I tremble for h
Whatever much or little we may.le
about our neighbours, very few of us k
anytbing about ourselves. Nor slro
Sainte-Beuve, learned and observant as
*was, be rrumbered with those fev. I r
*say at once, then, that I do not set a mi
higher value on bis boasted plan, wl
applied to theè literàture of the worid, th
1 believe, one. need. d7o on WVordswor
laws fer writing poetry. When \Voi
wortb wrote beautitul poetry, as we kt
be continually did,*he .did -so by flint!
to the four wiiids ot heaven -what he c
bis Iaws for inetrical composition Sali
fleuve does l)retty hriuch the! samne v
his:critical met'hod as one may easily1
ceive who'knoWs anything of the waj
which. he discusses the multitude of ni
women and books that crowd bis hie
instructive pages.

But although the French critic hab
ally departs broadly froin the letter -
even the spirit of the ]aws he formula
for bis ow,.n guidance, I find no reasor

....... .undry jottings
nents, blurs and bloitings.

* --ROBERT BROWNING...

g du doubt tbat-.his methodi aibeit flot always
M. applicable, is within certain limits, intrinsi-
the cally correct. In propitious circum-
sses *stances the rules of verse laid down by
iod. Wordsworth are sirnply invaluable. So it
his .is also with the canons of criticismn to

ntly which I refer. When I have stated the
ns!- method described by Sainte-IBeuve I arn

its certain the reader will agree with me when
id a I aflirmn there are books and authors which
Luce should be weighed and measured by the
first scales and weights prescribed by this great
flot French. writer.
dis- As my time and space are alike narrow-
on ]y restricted I mnust, of necessity, refer

the succinctly to, the boasted method of Sainte-
ýsis, fleuve, but I hope to be able to give in a
say littie space enough of the spirit of the
iter. ivhole article to do its author sufficient
,var, justice before sucb of my readers as aie
the so unfortunate as flot to bu acquainted
us with the original essay. IlI have often,"

ood says Sainte-13euve, "lheard modemn criti-
not cism, and maine in particular, reproached
Jer- 'ivith baving no- theory, with being alto-
uin. .gerber historical, altogerhcr individual.
ýarn Those who treat me %vith the greatest
îow -ataount of favour have been pleased to
,uld -say that I arn an excellent judge, but that
he I arn witbout 'a code. I have a method,

nay mevertheless, and though it may have had
ach no pre-existence in my own rnmd, and
rien may not at first have arrived ait the con-
an, dition of a. théory, it lias shaped itself with
th's *me by practice, and a long series of appli-
rds- -cations of it have only-confirmed its value
iow in mny eyes.Y This is exceedingly precise.
;ing It justifies -us in' inquiring what this
ails *mèthod is. Alas 1 Sainte-Beuve does flot
,ite- sét it forth with ail the exactness the fore-
;ith going sentences would iead one to antici-
)er- pate. But he is, as usual. thoroughly
r in întelligible, and so I shail endeavour
len, briefly to explain what be designates his
;hly system. Literary production, then, ac-

.. cording to Sainte-Beuve, is flot something
itu- distinct and separable irorr the wviter that
mnd produced it and bis corporeal organization.
ted One can taste of a work, but it is difficuit
i to if flot impossible, to judge it independent-


