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tites ; lier illuiess liad made roota for
('thera am, destitute as lierseif, aîîd tbey
lia<l not une stitoli of work to give ber.
With a siuking heart, but praying, tu
keep lier coutuige up, the poor wonien
toiled ou fron shop) to sliop, tili it becaine
late ; ait(, wliat ivitiî tears anmd the dark-
tiess, site could liardiy sec lier way bonte.

IIf Mr. Hart liad lîjaîself been there,"
elle said to lierseif, bptudiiîî to the strong
wind, and drawiîîg lier 8canty shawl clos-
er about lier fort», "I kulow lie Woud
bave giveiinie work,."

As site wlîispered thus througli lier
ehatteringà teeth, a tal'. gentlemn passed
by lier ; and as lie did s0 soietbingy feul to
thte side-walk, and lay upoxi the crusted
Sulow. Sarali paused ;slie beard tue
ntoise mnade 4 y the little packet, aîîd a
,stramie impressiol d( lier to s'aîrcli for it.
()Ii, j",y !it %vas a pmrse, liiavy, snd fil'ed
to tu briiti , yelluw and shîiîimmgii lay the

gld witliiii, as slto carried it t(p'>z ligIitcd
îvim:dow.c

- 1 y poor btoys, they shahl ivaut foobd
M)< itiorc,'' site cried ; Il this la 'gold. I
thiik that (;(,( ilmust ive plut it inii ny
I.*aY, foi. lie týa% 1 was iunspi.

suédemtly. like, a flash of ligitiuig, tlie
thc'ugbt ucemurred tu saraIt ttat the treas-
ut-e iras itot liînestly bers. But a mo-
tmenît sue limee.pressilig the 111'iley
îvith iiiinibedl tingera. the sorrowful tears
cim:siig dinvum hcer tl eîeekis ; theit siart.

iîî f'iwrd to finil the owmier of the
lirse, site %alked litrriedly tip tic

treet, fea îfîî tuat. th tiltaiti(Ii, sliould
she ai-rive at lier por rmont, snd sec lier
Iluitgxr clildemti, miglît prove too streîîg
for lier hoimesty.

Opposite the gareat, lotel, as sie stood
tliiiikiimg wmiel way to take, sIe saw the
st ranger enter. Site kuew iint by the
long liair whicii curled tu bis slioulders,
and, tiiiidiy crossiîîg the street, suie muade
lier îvay inte tlîe hall, sud there, bewil-
dered Ily the li"mt, knew ntie ibat; te say.
itîli twice hse y a servant rbat; site
'wvaîted1 ; sIte could do no moire than de-
.scribe the straig.i-er by luis tait stature and
ihî)witg liair. But lie. Lad aiready gonle
'Oumt aga.ini ; slie unmlst caul oni the IiiorroWv,

tbey said, ait(d ask fur Mr. Aslieraft.
l'le tîext inorning, havitîg eaten, uoth-

irig-for shie could niot toucli a piece of
the gold-she was adnîitted iiito the roota
where sat the stranger. Be arose as she
eutered, and gazed withi a curious air tili
Bie p)reserited the purse. Thenthestartcd
w'itlî pleased surprise, laid down bis
paper, toùok the gold, and carefully count-
ed it over.

1It is ail safe," he said ; you bave
iiot takeii--"

IlNet ûne piece sir," shie cried, eager-
]y, treanbling as she spoke.

"You seeni puer, " reauarked theo
stranger.

"11111 poor," site replied.
"Get a fauxily, 1 suppose r
"Four littie boys, sir ; 1 arn a widow."
"Huîpît ! se I suppose-that's the (Jld

stc'ry."t
-"Ask Mr. Bart, the tatilor." cried the

widov, stepping forw'ard a littie , " lie
knows that thougli I arn peer 1 ai»lhon-
est."

A briglit red sp)ot burtied on lier chieeks
as sie sp)olie, aild sIe forced baci- the
tears.

Now confess' said the stranger, ris-
utg- aud wvalkiiîg to and fro before the
tire "tell uic, did you not, expect a large
reward for this 7"

"Il did thini-, perhiaps-' aîîd she turiied
ivitl qiierirtg lips to the door,

"Stop), stol) "' cried the stranger; "3'ou
know you would tiever h.ave returiied t lie
purse, band you flot expected v) be wefl
1paid. for it."

ISir ! " said the widoiw, lier voice rising
beyuuid its usual toule, anîd lier thin forrni
erect.

Thie strauger paused, holding tuie purse
ini bis baud ; theu dra wing fort.h a swîali,
coini, (>ffered it to lier.

For a mtomnt slue drew l>ack ; but tlien
rerneuîberiug that lier Iitor boys were
buiigry at honte, aîîi ini bcd because there
'vas 0no firo, she burst into tears as alie
took it, sayig, "',This will buy bread for
my3 puer chidreit," and, liurryingç away,
site buried the bitterucas (,f thiat rnoringr
in lier own lîeart.


