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LIMAE LABOR.

Some years ago the inventor of the Acme Skate called my
attention to thirteen skates displayed in order on his office wall,
These products of his brain and hand disclosed in a single view
the laborious revisions to which he had subjected his original
conception. Compared swith the perfected skate the first was
intricate and complex in its structure. Every revision shewed a
less number of separate parts, and this increasing simplicity re-
sulted finally in a complete unity or wholeness of the implement
for the purpose intended. The inventor had repeatediy revised
his first conception, and its concrete expression in steel. This is
the history of all mechanical inveation. It is equally the history
of all abiding products of thought in which form is essential.

One artist uses stone or bronze ;
One, light and shade ; he, plastic speech;

To catch and fix in ideal form
THE PERFECT is the aim of cach.

Of all materials in which thought finds expression, language is
the most plastic and the most enduring. I have often thought
what curious and instructive revelations could be made by the
waste baskets of the great poets,—the greatest masters of the
embodiment of thought in perfect form. Their best work appears
so natural and complete that we imagine these gifted souls are
inspired, and that they are, therefore, lifted above the necessity



