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diqsiaycd to Le angry or misli to interfure.
Diiiily lie recollccted thiat scelles like this
bndff bc'cn the tcrror of biis liabylhood ; Lut
Martin 1-Iaythiorn's temper hiad groNvni 'it1i
hiis years, as suceli tlîings wvi1l, and it was
Lad enoughi now to frighiten anyonm..

It did nct alarni Oliver, liowevur, after
the first. It beganIi to rouse iii liiii» somnc-
tiiqý akin ta i1seif; and the eonscionsniess
that it was so distrcsscd Ifiinimole tlian ail.

Thû(re wcrc plenity of fathlers and bulii iii
thiat part of the world N010 li%.ed( togeutlîc;r
and yet wcirû iiuthiig tu une anlother ; lho
<îuaîrcllcd and (:ven camne ta Llom s niow and
thicn ; NVIho hatud cadi othur, illid 3 et m cnt
on living- toge2ther, Lecatuso suchlihatrud
Seemct1. te thora neithler shiocing nor
straîîge.

D3ut O1iN ur hiad bec»l Vcry difféently
broughit up. lie wvas onc of thoso to wvhoi
î»lucb lias bul, givci nid of wlhoîn nitncli
wvill Le; requirud, and in a certain way lie
knciw it. It waS ttrriblu to himi to fel tl'o
blii rage rising' 11p i bis hecart again-
passion thiat lie liad hiardly fuIt ,,iice lie
Nwas a elîild, anxd had thouiglit le shiould
nover again blave to Lattie Nwith. Somle-
tillus, unîdur thu ,,tiiî; of biis faither's- bittur
~vords and violnt unlrea2oîuing injustice, lie
feRt thlat hoe, toa, did not cale 11w1t hie Said
or did. But afterwards, realisiîig liow
nearly bce had lost ail control aver llîjînseif,
hoe would wonder nithi a shudder biow this
NvouId end, and w1bethur it igh-lt not Lav e
bec», after ail, an cvii day for botlî of tbein
wliîon hiis fathier and hie had ilet.

It Nvas during anc of thieso ji.aads of
bitter despondenicy thiat lie kniockied o110
niglit at tlie doir of Agar Wilbonis attic, andi,
entering, fondf luis friend at work as usual.
Oliver hiad long since discovered ,iglr's
trade, but whiat it brotiglit Iini in Nvas not
s, easy to find out, andl perlîaps lit liaitly
line'v hiînislf. le Secnmed ta have Soule
small praiJerty of luis ownl, e»aough ta livo
upon in at very frugal fashion, and hoe tuoli
no pay cxcepting fram those NVlîo coUld
afford ta give it.

For the lest, hie %vas a kind of 1 furniture
doctor,' blirougli w'hom înany a poor, bare
attic wvas muade far lcss desalate than it

mould othcrwiso liave Leeni. His long, tliiin
fingers liad a wonderful faculty for dealing
withi richuty chairs and brokien stools, andi
setting disordered sowing-maeines or

ninlsta ri-lits.
Sit yeti dowîî, lad,' lie said, as Oliver

elturud. ' Sit you downl, and catch 1101(1 of
that le-- whilo I tic it. How are things
gorn - vitli yoit?

' Baffly,' said1 Oi~ or, as lie clearcd liiu-
SuIf a place to bit dom nl ini, and Steamdied tbe
lug uf a littlu table mhbile Agar btriapped tip
at Lad CUnîpIuunld fratutre. 1It NIUuildmî'L
tahu iacà to iîîake me tllnnk I mxas dloin-
mlure liithail good bure.'

If tliat's liow you féel, I wvondcr yotu
dloi' t -o amay.'

'I can't. I muade a. vow, and l'Il kcep
it. I baid I'd neyer go biuel mitliout hiin.
And I pronuisod, wvhen lic agrced ta Co-lie
and li% e withi nie, that I'd nover bae iini.'

lIL spulie iii bbcold liîuadstrong way tliat
liad nade te rtector's daugbiter cuit liiii»
1uuutamcd' lii the aId days at Stanleslow.

Dut bis face wvas vory sad, and luis friend
Iookced at iru keenîly and anixiouisly.

' Do 3'oti caro about Iiim,' hoe aslied
pirebenitîy; 'or is it olnly bluat you'l k-ccp
your w ord to yourseif ?'

1 1 dani't lilow. SainiUnes 1 think thiat
I liabe hixui. But then-other timies-'

Oliver did not finiih the sentence, but
dropped bis eliii» into Iiis band and sat
bu0kîîîg btritighit Lefore hlim gloorulily
enlougYli. And Agar too wvas silent, aîîd
seemed ta be pondoring.

It's thc tic of blood ; you can't break
it,' lie said ut lust witli a sigli. ' I'vc often
thought of tllat. If I wvas ta miet eitlher
of mne, I wonder-?

It was isi turn now to lcave luis speech
unifiîîi.,lited, andi Oliver, looingi Up with
sudde»i curiobity, fuundl no encouragement
iii Iis face ta aski any questions.

1 Youi can't break it, and you oughbtn' ta
try,' w elle. on Agar Wilson, after a moment.
'liere'.i boule tliat can tak-e the safest and

easiest roud for theruselves, and tlîeir own
bolîs, aîîd semiingly bc nione the worse for
it ; Lut yau'ro nat one of thei. You are
meant to bakie life liard, aud to hiave a soro


