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J)YOfe~rs incorporati ng the nmnuirc îvîth
the soil, by in-ans of the spade or
plough, to, Ille dropping of it in with
the sets. The earlier potatocs zire
1ilanted the botter.

Thorc bas been soine diversity of
opinion coîîcerning the advantage of
nlsing the w'Iole potaîoe, or the eut-
ting, as 500(1. Nu'. Knight is in fa-
vour of the Nvhiolc tuber, and Nfr. Dale,
of Derbyshîire, relates an astonishinig
ilifference or incireaso from it. Ile
says tiat an er-ninevt horticulturist
%vas ng(agyed im experrments ti0fl the
potatoe for f20 years, and finallv camne
ta tlle conclusion "Iltat the best crop
vas obtained by setting oe.

Some farm-ers have planted i-erely
the eye, wvhici ivas scooped out of
the potatoe for the purpose, but hIe
practice is objcctionable. The seis
should not bc takoen fron potatoos tlîat
aire exhausted bygroîving in fie heap.
It is said that tlie oves or buds noar-
ust the root fibre, sprout a 'week or
more later than those furthest fron il,
on the sane prineiple thant the toi)
shoots of a tree corne first into leaf',
and, therefore, in planting uncut sets,
the product ivili be unequal in size,
and ripen at cifferent trnes. In plant-
ing eut sets, the two sorts of eyes
should be planted in difibrent roîvs.
This is practised in Lancashire. It
is recornrended by sorne to, obtain
seed potatoes Iliat have grown in a
soil different from that iii whichi it is
intended ta plant themn.

Various experiments have beon
mnade ta ascertain the difference of
produce from the whole and the cut
tuber, and in a field of five acres it
wvas found that there were only two
tons in favour of the îvhole tuber.
lit would appear as a conclusion, that
a single eye from the outer end of
Ille potatoé, wvith a large proportion
of the tuber attached ta it, and takzen
frora a full groîva, hiealthiy poîatoe, is
as productive as the entire tuber.
Every farmer, however, should know
and iemember, that the eye of the
potatoe on the end -%vlih conneets
it with the stalk, germinates later and
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more feebly tlian the eye uipon the
outor end. This miay bo soon in tie
sjirouts upon the tuber, before IL is
fflanted. R Il-as been found, -also, ilhat
the potatoe raise(l from Ille aliter
ond not only grows largor and ripons
sooner, but that it is also of a fluor
qualîty.

Thefl" Britishî IILIsbaZnd ry" reoin-
înends tie cltire clustor of buds taken
fromi the top end, or nose, of the
tuberî.

Thlere lias l)oon a groat, diversity
of opinion, also, repct cpl or
shaIloîv planting, andi tlle e.arthing up
of potatoes. Somîe recommend deep
planting and cartlîing lor a copious
crop; otîjers, agai n, recomrnond sligh t
eartlîing, or rnouîdîng up, as tlîcy say
fIe tubers do best, and ripen sooner,
Nvlîen nearer tlie influence of the sun
and air. As clirnate influences tie
growvth and produciveness of aIl ve-
geUtables, we would ui-re tlîe propriety
andl advantagc of instituting a series,
of experiments in our own Provinces,
ta, ascertain tlîe truthi of tliese impor-
tant questions. Sim ilar contradic-
tions exist 'vitlî regard ta tlîe propriety
of removing the blossorns witli tAie iii-
tention Of throîving more nourislnment
to tlîe tubers. But the rosults of vani-
ous experiments prove tlîatthe araount
of pî'oduce is incrcased by the remo-
val of tie blossomns irnrediately upon
tlîeir appearance. Sorne farmiers
have eut tie /aulmn, or stem, and
branîches of tlîe plant; tlîis is (leci-
dedly wrongr, for iL bias been found
tlîat this erroîîeous practice lias caused
a loss of 93 bushels per acre. Thiis
cutting flot enly lessens tlie quantity
of tie produce, but it vitiates the qua-
lity of it ; for tle aves of plants im-
bibe a large proportion of' nourisl.-
ment from tlîe air, and perform also
a mnost important character in tlîe ea.
nion-iy of tlîc plant.

We think it a question of some
consequence, and wvorthy of attention
and experinicnt, ta aseertain whether
hIe removal of the blossom does flot
injure tlîe future productiveness of'
fie tubers, which have been deprived


