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last season; the timothy looks, and will no doubt turn
out, Wo be superior. The quantity of barley uown last
8pring would seemn to be much greater than ever
before, and the tarmers have splendid prospects of a
goofi crop before thezu, The high prices obtalued for
barley of late years, as well as its greater certainty of
yielding well, are rendering it popular as a crop.
Root crops have taken well. Potatoes, turnips and
carrots, ail look promising s0 far, but it 18 rather early
to speak witb any certaiuty of resuits.

Another important part of the farmers' products,
andi one annualiy becoming larger. is the fruit crop.
In quantity and excellence, Ontario fruit ig rapidly
takiug a fronit rank, and we are glad to know that
this season the orchards promise ahundance of almost
every variety. In consequeuce, we suppose, of the
coolness of the season, the insecte seem to have been
ess destructive than usual.

We thiuk the country cani be honestly congratulated
ou our present barvest prospects. As a merchant
rimarked to us one day last week, "hali neyer knew
the farmers not to complain before in ai his expe.
rience.l The mien of the plough have too often cause
for complalut, and good as we think their prospects
this year, we do not auticipate they will have no
cause for grumbling before the crops are ail securely
housed. But it is gratifying te kuow, both for their
sakes and also cf the business public, that Ontario
saldom, if evar, promised to yield larger crops than at
the present time.

A ride in the country districts of western Ontario is
anchanting just now. Luxuriance marks both field
and forest. Nature Is at its meridian. The raim and
suushine of surnmer have stam;ped the country with
vernal beauty. l'he Ilwhirl " of the niowers, and the
merry laugh of the hay-makers, coming to the ear as
music. The rustie of the fast-ripeniug grain begins to
ha heard, and fells the hùshanfiman of raward for bis
toil-of comfort and cf joy. The scerie is no les
cheeriug Wo the tradesman and the merchant, who, it
may be, have exparienced Il bard fîmes," and who8e
haarts fill again witb hope as the sigue of a plentiful
harvest greet their eyes. May nothlug occur te dim
the brightness of our presant prospects!

RATHER BTA R TLI NG!
H 1E developmentz which have just taken place at

Ottawa are cartalnly raîber startling. We do
flot propose to diseuss the guilt or innocence of the
prisoner Reiffenstein, who is cbarged with larceny cf
the public moules passing tbrough hie bands. The
criminal courts is tbe proper tribunal te determine
tbat. But is not tbe very idea startliug, that aller ail
the checks-after ail the auditing system-whicb bas
been establisbad by the government, wbolesale steal-
ing from the public excbequer is a possible thing!

Certainly the facts wbicb bave come to light in con-
nection with tbe prosecution cf Reiffenstein, do net
reflect mucb credif upon the sysfem in existence in tbe
govarumeut departments, or the cbiefs wbose duty fI
is3 te sea that system properly workad. That se much
mouey should have been improperly taken from the
Municipalities' Fund, and for se long a time, would
strongly indicate IIsomethiug rotten lu the stata of
Denmark." And this leafis us te say that, wbilst
tbere are doubtless msny honest andi laborfous anud
efficient olfials in the public services at Ottawa,
thera are notoriously many wbo are neitber fi lted by
their abillty nor their habits for tbe positions tbey
occupy. Net a Iew oi them live altogether Iltoc
fast." Gcod dinnars are more lcoked after than
public duties, sud yet in many cases, wheui a new
minister comas lute a department, be tluds hlmself
completely at the mercy cf such men 1 Sucb a state
of thlugs should net be sllowed t0 continue a day
longer than is necessary te apply a remedy.

This startling embezzlemant-or whafever the law-
yars may eaul il-has awvskenod uneasy feelings that a
scraw may be loose in othar quarters than the one in
wbicb Reiffenstein was employed. If thousands cf
dollars have beensBtolen from one departmeuî, why net
f rom others? Wbat guarautes bave thse cLusmunity
tbat this case is an exception-that thare are net more
leaks? Tbe circumstances certsinly caîl for a tise-
rougb investigaftion inte thse way in wbicb tise large
sums annusly obtained by eacb dapartment of the
governmeut are @pent, A commission would appear
te be useless, for bad we net one slttiug nearly ail
last year at a vaut expense? SurAly, if tbis body bad
beau at ail argus-eyed, f iose larcenies lu tise Receiver
Gaueral's department would bave bae detected. But
tise commission efflecled uotbîug iu that way, and very

11111e lu anY cuber, alîisough the Dominion paifi pretty
sweetly for the services randerad. Some investigation
lu lmperativaly called for, however, sud the goveru.
meut ara the proper parties f0 decide what character
the investigation sisaîl take.

Tisera lu one sfep-ofteu contemplai ad but long
delayed.-whicb the geverumant migbt laite. That ls,
t0 cleanse tisa dapartmants, by dismaissiug every lu-
compatent sud "lfasti" employee. Many of thasa are
well known; tissy draw thair salaries prompfly, but
are ucarcely worth the sait which ibey est. Tisey act
au if they were peusioneru on the public, sud ara as
proud as tisey are uselasu. Thsis ciasu wauts Ilweediug
eut," and the fsitisful, uprigbt clarku deserva encour-
agement. If tisis coursa were pursuad, sud avery
officia] at Ottawa made te uuderstaud tisai bis day's
wagas had te be isoueuily aaruad, tise public business
would nof ha delayed as il f00 ofteu js, sud fewer
scandals would take place like that whicb bas just
coma te light.

THE WEAT CR01> 0F THE BTATES.

T BE Prass 0f tise United States is alraady beglunng
te Ilcalculata " tise yield of wbeat duriug tise

presaut issrvast. Tise prospects 0f a large crop are
goed, sud il is pradicted tisat tise returnu this season
will ha larger cousiderably tissu for several year's
paut. We tilk tisera are reasenabla grendu for
holding Ibis opinion. Tise affect of witbdrawing se
mauy men [rom tise pursuits cf peace te tale up arme,
was seon seu lu a lsrgely decreased agricultural pro-
duction, sud it la ouly reasouable te expect tisat as tise
Union armiee have beau dlsbauded, sud tise volume
of labeur tharaby inereased, tise production of wisaat
sud otiser preduce wlll ha stlmulated.

Tise followlng lu tisa estimais made by a leadiug
Amerîcan attorif y, as te tise quautlty of wheat
wicis will ba reaped Ibis year tisreugisout tise United
States:-

Bush.
Illinois ....... ......... ....... 23,836,M2
Indiana... l.............. ....... 17,848,267
Wisonsin .................... .15,666,458
Ohio .......................... 15,119,04 î
Virginis. ...................... 13,130,977
l'eunsvlvatnia.,.................. 13,042 165
New York............ .......... 8.681,105
Iowa..... ...................... 8,449,403
Michigan......... ..... 8,8W6,268
Ke.ntucky ....................... 7,'394,899
Mary land ........................ 7103,480
Cali fornia ........... ............ 5,9)8 470
Tannasses . ..................... 2,459,268
Norths Carolina..........4.783,'700
Missouri ........................ 4,247,586
Minnesotas...................... 12,000,000

These figures Cannet of course, ha Implicitly relied
upon, as tbey are ouiy tise result 0f calculaflon, sud
we kuow tisai tise hast et statisticisus ofteu gel astray.
But tbey may be accepted as approximstaly correct,
sud tisey go te ludicate that tise United States pro.
duction of* Ibis great staple 18 once more steadiiy
sugmeutiug. In 1862, tiseir exports cf Wiseat te Great
Britaiu <couufiug in fleur) were 40,6298,161 bush., but
f bey rau dcwn rapidly ill 1866, lu wisich year thay
were cousiderabiy less tissu f w millions cf busisels!
Tisis was au immense fsuliug off. Since 1866, tisa ex-
portation of wbeat te Great Britain bas begun te
augment agaie; lu 1867, if jurupad up te 9,504,568
busisels, sud last year it was over twalve sud tbrea
quarter millions. And if tise aboya figuras are reaised,
tise sisipmeuts Ibis fali will. lu aIl probability, show a
etill furtiser advsuce.

Oua Important fact brougist eut by tisa aboya gtatis-
tics, is tise iucressiug production cf Wisest in tisa
Western States, sud tise dacreaslug supply cbtsined
from those efthlie East. Cousiderlng tise limlted
number of its lubabltauts, Minnesota distances ail its
competiters lu wiseut ralsiug-s fact by tise ligist of
whicb we may ferm seme estimate cf whst we may
expeot from our raceut North-West acquisition befere
many yesrs. Notwitbstaudiug ahl tisa adysufages of
iabour.suviug mschluery, suds supposed botter system
cf husbandry, tise Stutes of tisa Mississippi are not
keeping puce witis tisose betweeu tisat rivai- sud tise
Pacifie, lu lise production of braadstuffd, sud tise
American Commissiener of Agriculture bas predicted
tisat tise centra cf whest prcduction will ba b6yond
lise Mississippi hafora tan yaars. This lea sver) signi-
ficant fact, sud would go Wo show tisa iflu lui tise
virgin ucils tisaI wiseat flouriasaes beat, sud tisai aller
fi.fleen or twenty yaars cropplug, tise large returus of
surlier yesrs canuot be cbtained. This would uppear
te ha American experiencei,ÏAnd tise same muy ha ssld
of soe parts cf Canada, but we have ne deubt thaf
a boiter systamn cf farmiug tissu lu uow generally em-

ployed on botis sides cf tise Unes, would do mucb te
bring about different reanîts.

The crop prospects cf tise world is a subjeot wisicis
sJways possassea intereat for the people of tisis couutry.
It lu wiseu we bave an abundant harveat on this con-
finent, witb a scarcity abroad, that Canada prespers
meut. Last year the Europeau wbeat cropu were up
te the mark, that cf Great Britain, being exception-
ably good botis in qnality and exteut; ours was net
equal Wo former years, sud conjolued with 10w prices,
bas producod cousiderable dulluess lu trade. If is
prebably tee early te upeak with auy certaiuty as te
tise supply cf whaat wbich Europe will furnish thits
yaar. But both lu the United States and lu this
country. fh h arveut of 1869 promises Wo be abundaut,
which la so far satisfaciory, as a bountiful crop fa
almout sure te produce better times.

Tisera are semne who bahleve that breadstulfs will
rmie lower for a few years, than tbay have doue for
some limepast. For several years the prioes of wbeat
and fleur bave beau excaediugly high, and it may te
tisai under tbis stimulus, the production of breadstuffi
has augmented sc mucis as te effect a reduction ln
prices. But if the uupply bas lncreased, sc bas tise
demsud, and wa are not Incllued to attacis a great
deal cf welght te uucb progneatications. One tliug
may, we thiuk, always be relled upon with certaiuty-
the price cf breadatuflh wlil and must alwayu remain
sufflcleutly hlgh tW ampiy repay tise fermer for tie
time sud labour bestowed lu their cultivation.

TRE BANKING SYSTEXK 0F THE DOMINION.
No Ili.

IlÂ NG h:, hwn the obligation tbatret
they eau be prctected, tise bolders cf baukunotes, and
thse deslrabillty cf aiso looking afler the luteres of
depositors, il remaîna for us tW cousider wbat is the
meut desirabie way te attain. these ends.

Twe sy'utems have been brought forward promin.
eutly, aund lu direct antagonisma W eacb otiser, lu t he
receut discussions on tbe subject. The oue lu tisat
ut preseut in existence, and tise otiser that coutalued
lu Mr. Rcsoe resolutions.

LaI us firat sele from whlch cf tisese sysfems tise
public creditors cf banku are likely te derive the
greatest security. As regards note-holdars, there cau
be ne question that Mfr. Rose's ucheme wculd Rive
grester protection, lu tact almout absolute uecurity for
tise paymeut cf notes witbln a very brief pericd after
suspeusion et any bank. Undar that ucheme, thse
circulation would be represeuted, dollar for dollar,
by Goverumeut debentures, and ha basides a firaI
charge on ail the assets cf tbe bank. Loss on notes
would thus be almost impossible. Under tbe preseni
systam, loss on notes lu case cf fiaflure lu possible-
probable, if the bank bas te be wound up. Holders of
Bank cf Upper Canada notes were large losers; aud
Commercial Bank notes would aise have beau sacri-
ficed badl fot arrangements been made for coutlung
busiuess. lu the case of tha Royal Cenadian, under the
prebent syutem, lcss ou notes is net beau beavy, but
it generally was greatest te those wbe ceuld not afford
le isold, and wars obliged te sali immadiateiy afler
tisa suspension of tise Bank. lu this lest instance,
aithougis depositors undoubtedly were withdrawiag
tisoir fuuds rapidly, under a system like that pro.
posed by Mfr. Rose, there wculd have beau ne pres-
sure from note- holders, sud tisa demande cf dapositors
sioe would have beau met withaut so reduciug the
reserves as to compel suspension. Under the preseai
syutem there is ne check ou ever issues of notes on
tise part of any bsnk tisaI may ciscese te de a rlsky
business. The bank noe circulation cf the whole
country caunot vary well be iucreased beyoud its
needs, but individual bauku may secura for thamasîves
more tissu tiseir sisare cf that circulation witisouf £My
possible Interférence frem Goverument, or any suffi-
cleutly slreug check lu tise nature cf their business.
IL la Irue that a wise bauker will net sîtempi We keep
ouf toc large a circulation-se kuews lise danger of
If; but under rashi or incompetent management, the
temptaf ion te over Isues may be altogethar tee utrofli
te ba reslsted. If ao far lu tise iitry cf Ibis counfrY
tisera hava beau comparatlvely few failures of char-
tered banku, tise tact Is we thlnk te ha attributed more
te the general carefuineas of bank management thin
te tise system, wisicis hu beau feund qulte inadaqirate
te preveut failure lu tise casa of mismanagement. IL
lu net llkeiy, eltiser, that lu tise yearu We comae thora
wlll ba an accoua of prudence ou the part cf bunkers;
tise tendency la uudoubtediy lu fthe other direction,
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