
11,000 feet above the Jordan vailey, but upon 'solitudes for prayer at nightfall.
one of the nearer, io'ver, suminits of the foot- 2. During part of the scene the disciples
hbis. . vere heavy with sleep.

Ti Me.-One iveek after the great confession, 3. It was 1 next day' when tbey camne dowvn
and near the close of the Galilcan xninistry. froin the Lili. Luke 9- 37.
In the summer of A.]). 29, the year of Rome It was, thien, against the background of the
7S2. nighit, and while the wvorld was wrappedl in

Another question of time arises. Was it hy sieep, Lis glory wvas revealed. Probably these
day or night? We have these data for two great days, seven days apnrt, were Sab-
answer. baths.

1. Jesuis was Nvoat to withdraw to mountain

NOTES ON THE TEXT.
L. Six days.-"« The tinie and the occasion

of this event, wvhich are of the utmnost import-
ance to the riglit comprehiension of it, are
nxost definitely fiixed in the opening words."
Brown. Luke says 'about eight.' There is
no discrepancy. Six Lad intervened; eight
includes the two extremnes. Statements of
time thus agreeing in fact, thougli differing in
forru, are among the surest signs of veracity
in historical narratives." Neander.

.Peter, James, and John.-Jesus here acts
upon the principie set forth in Acts 10: 14
'Not to ail the people, but unto witnesses

.chosen before of God.' Two or three witnesses
were required by the lawv. Deut. 19. 15.
There wvas no favoritism in the selection of
some to, see w'hat others miglit not share.
They wvere nlot fitted by faiti' te receive the
disclosure. Already they were thus singled
out, for they only had entered tlie death.
chamber of the daughter of Jairus, and they
-were yet again to be alone wvith hlm, in Geth-
semane's awful hour.

Apart' conveys the double idea of wvith-
drawval froin the rest, and into a solitary place.
Luke adds that le went ' to pray,' "'doubtless
in connection with ' those sayings' since, their
reception required as maucli the direct teaching
of the Father as Lad the previous confession
of Peter, of which it was indeed the counter-
part and twin-height."-Edersheim. As hie
prayed Lie N'as transfigured. So Moses' face
shone wbile comniuning with, God. And
while Stephen looked up steadfastly into
heaven, bis face became as it were the face of
an ange].

2.--lratzs-figitrd.-There are two words used
in New Testamxent Greek to indicatea trans-
formation. This, the stronger of the two, is

from Morphe, form, (who, being in the form of
God-took upoa hixn the form of a servant,)
whîle the other is froni Schema, fasliion- The
former is used of us in Rom. 12:2. " Be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind,'
wvhile the latter, and wveaker, is used of Satan
and his ministers in 2 Cor. 11. ' Trans! ormed
into an angel of liglit,' ' transforming theni.
selves into the aposties of Christ.'

Jesus had " originally the forin o! God, in
iwhich Lie appeared unto tho inhabitants of
heaven." This le laid aside, taking Lere the
form. of a servant. Now for a brief season the
form o! God lit up the servnnt's form. lb was
no reflection fromn without, as ivas the trans-
lent and unconscious brightness on the face of
IMoses. It was the shining forth of Lis ow"i
glory.

Before lhem.-TLose words point out, the
purpose of the change. It ivas for their sake.

' Theni' is exnphatic in ail three parts of the
transaction. 'Transfigured before them.'
'There appeared tinto tliem,' ' overshndowed
theni,' i.e the disciples, for 'they feared as
they entered into the cloud.

There 15 a fine fitness in the two similes,
"n s the sun "-" as the light." » is whole
person emitted ligLt, which flashed with dazz-
ling brilliance fronk Lis face, and glowed with
softer lustre from the robes o! white hie wore.
The face wvas; radiant, the garments irradiated.

3 .- In ail the narratives the appearance of
Moses and Elijah is set forth as Laving reality
and not .as an apparition. This outward
reality Peter long afterwards insists upon.
2 Pet. 1: 16-18. The disciples saw and heard
theni, understood their words, and kneNw that
they were none other tiL-- Moses and ElijaL.

Rlow they recognized them we are not told.


