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LESSON XII

<iti h.,ilrnirciuiii. ilii i reci, Jorarîrf iiie l-

i resi .Iizreil t. he Iplit <tiLke. a ut tt

t irctik li rie ciitntil ranîge l andtiintls i (litir

lîn-atge frnit the. ciait tii the Jorîi:îî

Il. fentilit v s reiirkîii le, t hie -uilIepl.

riclian Iotî i îîîîy, yielding luxuîriantt fields uit

gritit i ta itipuintaice iii hi.stiryv is ciiiel

<lie tii tire great highwiiyu thîît mvy icrs .

<ulsi andi west. nttitit<< and ti I t w2ts uttsi

thi cîis:ic lît<tlelîeld of seriptitre. n here

tiserta s <s vrthriint, shere f iiieîi coin-

ijuereil where Sitit «id Jîîîîîthîîîî ssere dle-

feated <<id staiti
Ssu «a Frotnt I.sdraeluti %e clîtîtît the

hilîs siiitlwsard tri Saiiîrii «<id «<tee mtore

standi oiiit igit grouîid. T he etîrîjest <taîlte uli

saîittria nus Monlit 1-Epiraitti. NNhei seetn

froni acr-oss the Jordanî or frontî the sent il

preeitî the appearautce <if it sitngle «<nlîat.

chaiiîit in<g, t offereil fen obl staceles tii

the itivader. Anîd ini timies of facace it n is

rempotisi' e tut influîenîces thatt carime fnuit nith-

out. It wtis openit l fiireigî <ruile antt cîîit

«terce, t tîîlerît<eî iîeîîheîî giii, y iîdeil tii

luxi 1, uîtîd inalvy feul itito îlec<îy.

Thi tw no «it-s tutu iiig feittires of Sacianit
are N.iitnt IElitl «<id Mon<t tieriziiii. Bc-
tnee<i these tn'o height-s there rnis i pasis
right crrosa na rithIl ' ria, and atte utersheîi

of the ptiss stanîds sîtechet. near nhich wan

Jacoits ne
tt

, the one place o! surpiassiîig
intereat in Al this lanîd.

ito s s -Juda-a n'as the santurirY andi
fortresa o! the rare, «<id Jerusileiu the hontîe

to, whiise festivals the scîîttered metiters of

the Jewiait fiiith regîîtîrly retartied. Yet

Judii <vas less favored physiically train other

parts <if i<alenttilie. Her position wam nmore

isolated, her appeiîrance lesu attractive.

Heîîce îitnse her selfishness, her tîigotry, îînd

her lack <elifnîitiative. Onu tue other itand,

ber steliisiiiî helped to, tîake her courageons

whe<i occasin demtinded, iLd 4p-aionatelY

patriotie. -

Judas history was iargely niade hîy her

situation, ini particniar the hiorders of the

sa 'I',> a goal jit h. faîr al leî it

e irait inta a. risi thIiti of lî Nonil, tîeir

Ili>. tarrier t hi. lils :11a. til sy iitli

:lîeîl ýc.<rt ssai' I.rtiilt tii litas % rv iloir, ziii

1ic lit- ti\erlt-i a lIIirlil iiihtiii Sr Ilis

iatinar ofi lire :I11.l thoiî<glit.

Iiîw'arils the îiit tit( i lii, "f( iulzI'a dle-

iendi geiitly lt the level îleiert. Ilit thete

tri soniie sixty toiles <if lîi)iittiiiiiiis voiiitry

,(.tneýIi tit(-i liiglits tif .hinicaa aiti the plain.

No great highWiiy <vas es e cIistrticted

throughi tItis regitit, tii iriy <ver ins tîed

ioditl frnit tht, suIe. Tnuivîl atdtî l il

iîercc hîllîîneî the casiler pîîths lt the cnst

andI west.

ý%gîîio <iii tienesI e.ei Judîia «id

t he P<hilist ite plain. thitre is al liiser range of

huis, calleil the Shepjheliîh, atit i ietweeîi tire

She1îhelat <nti tu cetral rainge, a sertes4 of

valleys, thi whle c eatiuîg i imiportaint

nielais (If defeuire on the western sie.

TIiire reiliitins the hunier landtî, tii thenîîrth.

irot titis sile Jodles s <«<ire oipen thinta

frîîîîî aity other, «<i fuirtresses il, large <mml îer

w eri ertet i<s al proitection< agîîiist the

elîeiîîy.
it ili this situiatioin iii secliisiîîî thatt forns

the key ri itîi iii hf er hstnry. tShe bîîd titi

tbe îîviîtages <il ,iti imîinî ariii nas ais dilfi-

colt to contIjiier lis l"igiiiti. iven when

her itivailers diii stiiieei, they foutn
1 the hillI

counitry oîf Juitilit baurren, wiiteriess, <<id

thenehiire ilifficitit to) holil
joidles itaeif ii lhit little larger titan (1iililee.

It is Il lîfty plateau <if stouiy naooriand, wjth

al few iiwirf trees, where water is scarce and
crops are mieagre. tSiiri features fitted it to

lie a land of sheep atît shepherds, îînd so ne

understutnd why titis illitge crmes go much

to the frontt in the hist<ary of (iodas people,

and why C'hrist tiiik the shepherd as the

type of Hiniself.
Bethlehemi «<id -lerisalciii tire the twn

places of greatest intere<t to the (itristia i -

the <celtes of thq Siaviotirs8 1;rtIO",MWioni

But iteither of thenm had iùif the promise

of proqperity iiai greti<iis


