* had already punished Jesus in my stead. And 1

. fied with what Jesus had done for me has uever

- the total number of letters to about 3,569,500.

Without Me ye can do nothing.—John xv. s.

now; the bee has stung mother instead ot you;
come out and look at it crawling on mother’s
arm. It cannot hurt you now,

hited the apron, and put my head out, to sce il |
it really was so. Sure euough, there was the |
bee crawling still slowly down my mother's arm; !
and my mother, pomting to the sting higher up,
said, * There 1t 1s; 1t has stung mother instead .
of you. It cannot sting again; see its sting n {
mother’s arm. It has ounly vne stingl’ X

“ Half aifraid and much astonished, as well as |
rot a little sorrowlul for my mother, I looked out |
from under the apron at the sting. For some
time 1 felt awed at the sudden change in my |
position, and finish up of my troubles. My i
mother then applied the lesson, explaining to me
how it was a picture of what for long she had told
me about Jesus having taken my place, and been
punished in my stead.

“1 had learned and often repeated that verse,
* By His stripes we are healed,’ but I never
understood it till my mother went on to explain
to me, with the bee and the sting before us, that
1t was just a picture of what Jesus had permitted
to be done to Himself—to be punished instead of
us, who deserved to be punished ; and how, as
He had now been punished, we could not be
punished. The law having punished Him in our !
stead, it was powerless now to punish us. And
how true the little hymn that says,

* Payment God will not twice demand ;
First at my bleeding Surety’s hand,
And then again at mine.’

Oh that moment of thought and realisation! 1t
was all so clear now. I saw and understood so
clearly what mother had for so long taught me—
how that Gud would not punish me, because He

cannot tell you, sir, young as 1 was, how happy
I was in what I saw and heard in those few
minutes—how, ever since, from my heart I have
thanked Jesus. The assurance that God 1s satis-

lett me. Yes, sir, it was when the bee stung
mother I saw it all, and 1 have rejviced ever since
in believing and being assured that Jesus died for
me on Calvary.”

Tur Old Testament contains:—g29 chapters
uncluding Psalms), 23,214 verses. The New
Testament contains :— 260 chapters, 7.95y verses.
It has been computed that the total number of
words m the Bible amount to about 773,700, and

Tue Mohammedans have ninety-nine names
for God, but among them all they have not “ Qur

“Partly out of curiosity, though timidly, I

Father.”

The Husbandry of the Soul.*
Br Ragv, P:ﬁ..PO‘VER. M.A.

HE husbandman, aiter he has
done all that 1n him lies to do,
must depend on another for
success. He cannot say: “So
and so must result from what
I have done!” If God chose
to withhold a blessing, all his
=¥ work will come to nought.
looked for much, and lo! it came to
little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow
upon it" (Hag. i. g).

In soul-husbandry let us believe this; let us

not make absolutely sure that, in the very nature

of things, because we have made such and such ef- °

fort, success must certainly ensue.
depending on ourselves, and on our own effort,
and not on God, and His grace.

It we feel that we must wait on another, that
very feeling will be our best incentive to our do-
ing so.

Du not think that the realization of dependence
will bring you weakness. There is one certain
remedy for this: i e., assurance as to the charac-
ter of the One you have to depend upon. You
can have nocomfortable dependence without that;
you can have all comfortable restfulness with it.
Get rooted into your mind that He has at His
command all the elements of success, and has
them for you ; that He Himself is faithful and
true ; that lle is One with you in the work and
the success of the work ; that it is His soul you
are the husbandman of ; that He is looking for a
harvest, and knows well that there can be none
without llis own help ; and these thoughts wiil
enable you to trust, and to get out of your own
uncertainties, into His certainties, and out of your
own weaknesses into His strength.

When operations are not carried on under right
conditiuns, they are sure to go wrong somewhere,
It 15 a comtortable thought for you, that your
soul-husbandry is carried on under right condi-
tions.  You have gone right up to God Himsell.
You can gono farther, You may well say: “O
Lord, in Tnee havel trusted; let me never be
confounded,”  Ekvery temptation, every con-
sclousness of weakuess, every possibility of this
and that coming upon us, may make us fear ruin
at the last, unless we depend for final and certain
success upon the One Who is the spirttual as
well as the temporal Harvest-God,—the God of
the poor husbandman of the soul.

* This article is taken fr- ma New Year's Address, published
as a Beoklet of 32 pp., price, 6¢, May be procured from the
Pullisher of this piper.

This will be
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