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CASE OF DR. FERRIER, AND THE
CALEDUNLA CONGRLUATION

Puroxto, Aug. 21, 1830
Mzx. Enironr,—

. i
In nome of the Connnisson appontad by last

8ynod, in the case of Caledonia, I beg your anser-

. '
tion of the tnutes and findmg of the Comnns-

son as duly certified.  But be fore the jns ttaon of

these, 1 request insertion of the nunute of the Pres-
bytery of Hanulton, refernng the case to the Sy.
nod ; and then, the munate of Ryned appointing the
Commnissioners.
Yours truly,
Rosr Brrss

« At Hanulton, the 8th day of May, 1550, the
which day, «he Pieshyviery of Hanniton bewng et
and constituted, nter alta, the case of protest
and appeal, aginst a deerson of the Kk Ses.
eton of Caledoma and vicnuties, was tahen up.

Parues having been calied, these apprared for
the Appellunts, Ronald  McKinnon, member,
Mungo ‘I'horburn, clder, and Wiliam Moore,
deacon, and there appeared for the Seasion, Dr
Ferrier, Moderator, a, - Mr John Stark, clder.

The document= on both sides having been read,
the patties were heard, the Appellants for them-
selves, and Dr. Ferrier and Mr John Stark for
the Scssion.

Parties were then removed from ﬂm har, when,
after deliberation, it was moved by Mr. Bayne,

seconded by Mr. Robb, that the Preshytery sus- |
tain the protest and appeal, reverse the deci-

sion of the Kuk Session, appeated from, but inas.
wuch ac the documents and pleadings which have
comte before thens in the cansideration of the case
have revealed the existence of evils i the con-
gregation, urgently calhing for wvestgation, with
a view 1o remedy, and mnasmuch also, a3 those
cvils appear, in a great measure, to have ongis
nated 1n the result of the Presbytery®slong dealings
with Dr. Fernier, on the sabject of lns views on
the Headshup of Chnst, and that the carrying out
of the investizations and dealings necessary, would
be hetter conducted by parties who have not been
directly involved in the proccedings teferred to, the
Preshytery submat the case of the congregaton to

the Syniod, witha recommendation that they would .

appoint a commission of Synad for the purpose
specifird, and further, the Preshytery appoint
the Moderator and the Rev T Bayne, to state
the 1casons of this recommendation to the Synod,
The motion was agreed to .
Mr. McRinnon and the Rev. Dr. Ferrier crav-

ed extracts and took instruments in the Clerk’s

hands
Extracted from the Recorde of the Preshetery
of Hamulton, by M. Y. Sk, Prestytery Clerk
Minutes of Synod appointing the Commission.
On Tucsday, the 11th June, 1830.the Synod
tnok up the reference from the Preshytery of
Hamilton, respecting the Congregation of Caledo-
nia, when after disccussion, it was agreed  that
the Moderator, D:. Burns, Mr. Harrie, Mr.
Ball, Mr. McMurrav, Mr. McLeod, Mr. McKen-
zie, nnnisters; Mr. Oshorne, Mr. MeLellan and
Mr. Blain, clders, be app d as a Cc ion
of Synod, to vinit the Conaregation of Caledonia,
and they are authorised to mceet with the minis-
ter, sc<sion, and congremation there ; to inquire
into the evils alleged to be cxisting there to the
hindrance of unity, mutual confidence, and edi.
fication; authorise them to act with the usual
powers of a Synodical Court of review ; and if

they fal in their endeavours to eatablish harmony -

1n consistency with the finding of the recent com-
mission, as authenuicated by this Synod, power is
hereby granted to proceed to final judgment ac-
cording to the laws of the Church. notwithstand-
ing anv appcals that may be attempied to be
taken from their finding. ~ If they sec cause for
libel, they ehall commit the procedure into the
bands of the Presbytery of Hamilton, who are
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! empowered, assisted by the Commission, or any

" three of their number, to proceed to a judgment m

the case, siaying, nevertheless, a final sentence 1in
the case of apprals "—(Minutes of Synod, 1850,
!. p )

JMinute of first meeting of Commisaiun.

! Carenoxia, 9tk July, 1830,
of the cungregaton of Caledunia, met —present,
De Buras of Toronto, and Mr. McLeod ot Co-
bourg, mnmsters ; and  Messrs. Jumes Osborne
and Donald Maclellan, elders,

‘4 here et with the Commissioners, Dr. Fer-
riee, nud Messrs, Jamea Stewart and  Mungo
‘Phorburn, elders, 1 Caledonia, with

" Lewis, Sammel Moore and Wi, Moore, deacons
there ; and Messes Rouald Muckinnon, T'reas-
nrer to the hmndding fund, nnd O C. Buck, 0 mem-
bee of the huhding committee and superintendent

Cof the Sabbathieschool  Also, Messra. James

. Douglass, elder, from Aucaster, and James Sark,

elder, fiom Oueda  There were present besdes,

a larze number of members and adherents from

all the statons.

The meetng was constituted by praver, and
Dr. Burns chosea Chawrman, and Mr. Osburne,
Clerk.

‘T'he minute of Synod appointing the Commis-

bytery of Hanulton regarding the case of Mr.
Mackinnon and others, and minutes of last Sy-
nod and of the Commission in October last, re-
garding the case of )r. Feerer.

There were given in to the Commission three
dacuments on opposite sides of the matter at is-
_sue 5 one, an addresa to Dr. Ferrier, signed by a
. larze number of members and adhierents of the
ditlerent congregations wiathin the bounds of s
pastoral charge, pledaing approval of and adher-
ence to Dr. Ferrier as their pastor ; and the other
two, from members, adhereants, and Sabbathe
school teachers, declaring their disapproval of the
sentiments of Dr. Ferrier, as published, and oflus
manner of acting in reference to those sentiments.
All these papers were read, and ordered to be
hept in retent:s by the Chairman and Clerk.

The minutes and relative papers, in the case
ltely before the Presbytery of Hamilton, having
heen read and considered, the Commission found
that they had nothing whatever 10 do with that
matter, i regard to its nerits, as the decision of
Preshytery had been acquiesced in by ail parties,
* and the Synod had given to the Commiesicn no
* authority to review it. The oniy thing with which
the Commissioners felt theyv Liad 1o do was, the
obligation and duty of the Sesslon of Caledonia to
! guve effect 1o the finding of the Presbytery in re-
- gard 10 the individuals who had been suspended
, from privileges, and who by the Presbytery had
j been substantially reponed.  Wherenpon Dr.
i Ferrier was asked whether he and the Session of
Caledonia had held any procedure on the sentence
of the Preshyrery of Hamilton, in the case of Mr

Mackinnon and others, to the effect of giving to !

_ these persons the henefit of the decicion then come
! to, and from which no appeal had been taken by
. any party. Dr. Ferrier stated in reply, that no
- proceedings whatever had been held since the
+ meeting of Preshytery ; that he had not consider-
ed any thing of the kind as necessary ; but that
he was willing to read the sentence of Presbytery
at the first mecting of the congregation ; stating,
at the same time, that whatever he might do at
‘ the instance of the Commissioners, hie could not
give the persons concerned a place in his affec-
* tions.
The Commissioners agreed 1o record their re-
t gret at finding that no steps had been taken, with
i the view of restoring the suspended members to
! their status, in conformity with the sentence of
+ Presbytery. as this neccssarily interposed a seri-
ous ohstacle in the way of a harmonious adjust-
| ment of differences betwixt Dr. Ferrier and a
{ portion of his people.
The Commissioners having heard various state-
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Thus day the Commuesion of Synod on the cate |

Messrs. |

<jon, was read, tagether with minutes of the Pres- |
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, ments on both wdes, in regard to the preseat un.
happy condition of thing: m the congregauon of
Caledoma, were of opinton that the inam cauee of
differences 0 the congregation, was to be found

m the publication of cenam views of docirine by

“Dr Ferrier, aud in lns consequent actings there.

, anent ; all of whith natters had been judicially

I considered and decuded on exher by the Synod

or by the Preshytery of the bounds—all wiuelk

sentences or decisions have becomne final.  In or.

- der, therefore, 10 find out to what extent thismain
or only cause of difference may have been ree
moved, or 118 influence lessened, Dr. Ferrier’s at-
tention was directed by the Comnnssioners to the

, different points at issue,

. In compliance with the spirit of the instructions

"of the Synad, at its late meeting on the review of
the Comnnssion record, it was agreed to ack De.
Fenier what may have been hus sense of the im-
port of the pledge given in his letter 1o the Come
wission in October last, as referred to in the min.

jute of Commission of that date, This having

.been done by the Chairman, Dr. Ferner declared
1t to be lus mieaning, that if the Synod of the Pres-
byterian Church of Canada would let him alone
1 holding and asserting his views, he would also

, let them alone ; but would not remain silent if the

lprinciplcs held by the Sccession Church, on the

, power of the civel magistrate, were attacked.

. Dr. Ferrier also declared that, in reference to

{ his viewa, as published in his pamphlet entitled
 The Tower of DBubel” he still adheres 1o these,

V'and farther, that he held to the principles of the

+ 0 T
Free Presbyterian Church of Canada only in so

| far as they are in unison with those of the Seces-

| sion Church.

! The Chairman having referred to a report cur-
" rent, that Dr. Ferricr had not obtempered the ap-
' pointment of the Maderator of Synod, and of the
Governor General, in regard to the duty of public
thanksgwving for the removal of cholera from the
" land, acknowledged that the report was correct,
| and assigned as his reason, the pledge he had gi-
ven to the Cominission in Qctober, not to agitate
such questions among his people.  With this ex-
planation the Commissioners felt themselvesmuch
dissatisfied.

Dr. Ferrier was heard at length on ail the bear-
inys of the case, as were all the parties concera-
cd. Liberty was also given to various members
of the congregauon and adherents present, to de-
clarc their senuments freely.

Two hours were spent in communings more
private betwixt the Commissioners and Dr. Fer.
nier, along with the pasties above named; and
four hours more in public discustion of the whole
subject, in the usual place of worship. The to-
pics oa both occasions were substantially the
same. .

Each of the Commissioners having deliberately
stated his sentiments, it was resolved to adjourn
the meeting for a few weeks, in order 10 take
time forserious deliberation in regard 10 the whole
matter, before coming to any decision, in terms
of the Synod's minute.

In every part of the proceedings of this day,
the Commissioners were all of one mind on every
point.

! It was left to the Chairman and Clerk to con-
vene the next meeting, where and when they
might think proper ; and the meeting was there-
after closed with prayer.

Minute of second Aleeting.

At Hamilton, and within the Vestry of Knox's
Church there, August 13, 1850,

This day the Commissioners on the case
of Caledonia again met, pursuant to notice in
the Ecclesiastical and Missionary Record.—
There were present, Dr. Barne, Mr. McLeod,
and Mr. McMurray, of Brockville, ministers, with
Menssrs. Osborne and McLellan, elders.

The meeting was apened with prayerhy the
Rev. Mr. McLeod. Dr. Bums was chosen as
chairman, and Mr. Osborae, clerk.
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