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course with them, and observation of their epirit, I
deportment and sucgess i wtdv, during one or |
two sessions, which mav be advastageonsly spent
by them in College, whetever their ultimote des-
tination nuay be.  “FPhe Student onght, of conyse,
to be made Tully aware of hiv prohationary po-i-
tinn, #v that he mny have nohing to complain of,
should he ultimately be adviced to turn his atten-
to some other sphiere of usefulness,

With regpeet to the Entrants of last session,
who were thirteen in number, the Commitice
have peculiar pleasure in etating the very favora.
ble impressions whieh they have formed of the
greater part ol them, both as 10 their spintuat and
intellectual chamneter They are, indecd, tnken
altogether, n company of young tien of great pro-
mise,  With reference to them, aml to the whale
body of Students, the Synod and the Chuarels at
lurge moy well * thank God and take cournge *?
Awmidzt all the diflicaltics and obstacles which bee
#rt the progress of the Gospel in this land—and
the eatenwive and clamant destitution which yet
prevails throughout it lengih ond breadth—we
cannot but regard the faet, that co grea. a number
of young men of promise, both as to picty and ta-
lents, should have come forward to oftfer them-
selves for serviee in the Lord's vineyard, in con-
nection with our Chureh, in a country where the
reward of industry and enterprise in the ordinary
waltks of life is g0 sure and accessible, and where,
nlso, on the other hamd, there i lide in the
emoluments usually conneeted with the Gospel
ministry to attract a selfish or worldly spirit. We
cannot but regard this fact as a striking and une-
quivocul token of the Divine favour, and, at the
gante time, as involving a heavy responsibility,
and £s conveying a loud call to the Church to put
hew Educational Institutions on the most cfficient
footing, and maintain them in full vigonr, that she
ay follow out fully the course which her graci-
ous Head scems clearly pointing out for her, and
in which He is so manifestly beckoning her to ad-
vance. Who that loves Zion, would not easnest-
Iy and in deep solemnity of spirit, deprecate any
relaxation of our cfforts in this great and central
d.partinent of our work, and bewail it as deeply
d-shonorable to our gmcious Master, and wvolv-
ing & heinons degree of guilt, nay, ns in effect, a
wriitmg of Ichaboed on our Churceh, that she should
faid by her prayers and her offerings, fully and
gencrously o sustain this work.

Qf the fifty Students who, as has been said,
were in all admitted, twenty-seven have entered
on the Tiicological curriculum, twenty-three re-
maining in the preparatory department, having
made very various degrees of progress in their
education—four of this latter division having had
no previous classical training when they presented
themselves to the Comuiniteee, were simply admt-
ted to the classes in the Academy, directing their
attention to the English and Latin languages, and
t. Uistory, Chronology, Geography, and Mathe-
n.atics—whiice the remaining nincteen were found
20 have made sueht progress in Latin and Greek,
zad in other preliminaty branches, as to fit them
for adunssion cithicr into the class for Mental
Training, conducted by Professor Lyall, or into
the Moral Philozophy clase, under Professor Es-
son—_their attention being sill, to a considerable
extent, engagedin the preliminary studies-~Classi-
cal, Mathematical, and Historical.

The Divicity Students were divided into two
classes—the first, or junior, being composed of
those who were just entering on the Theological
course, and who numnbered secen—the remaining
twenty having arrived at various stages of pro-
gress in the corriculum, which it is not necessary
more particularly to specify here. Tt may be pro-
per, however, to intimate, that in so faras the
matter, which depends on the continued progress
and prospective attainments of the .partics, can
now be judged of, theee is every reason 10 expect
that six or seven of this senior class will be quali-
fied to enter on trials for Licence at the close of
the cnsuving Session, in addition to the four whose
names have been already communicated to Pres-
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byvteries ac having completed a satisfactory curti-
culum of ‘T'heologicnl study, both a8 to time and
general attainments, but who, not having delivers
ed ul) their curriculum discovises, will be requised
to attend at least some port of the ensuing Ses.
sion [t js olready known to Presbvteries, by the
extract of the minutes of the Professors’ Court
just referred 10, that gix Siudents were found
quahfied 1o become candidates for License at
the close of last Sewvion, and they have been
centified 10 Preshyteries nccordingly  Thus, in
the fifih year of Knox’s College, the fruits of 1t
begin 10 develope themselves, and there seeme

| cr obvinted, will supply the best possible sugges.
tons nnd directions for judicious nnd permanent
{egislation on the subject, nt the stage we have
now reached.  But this, as well as the other
matters of vital mporance connected with 1he
constituion and adimmsiration, of the College,
t walt be brought uader the notice of the Synoed n
I o separate dotument, It therelore only neces.
1 #ary to advert to them here, and to ndicate the
+ importance which the -Committee attaches 10
t them, and the urgent necessity that exiss for
) their immediate determination.  Tame und expe-
t nence, and the ramdly changng circumstances of

every reason to hope, that, under the blessing of | the Province and of the Chureh, will no doubt de-

the Lord, richerand riper fruit will continue to be
pathered from it in successive years, to the re.
freshment and growth of the Church in these
iands.  Before elosing this part of the Report, it
may be proper to describe eomewhat more mi-
untely the Eslucational work of the Institation,
and the studies prosecuted during the past Ses-
sion.

For the Students who were sdmitted to the
College proper, there were in all 17 classes open-
ed, viz* 3 for Latin and 3 for Greck, cach 2
houes in the week ; 2 for Hebrew, 3 hours ench;
besides a privateclass for Syrine, 1 hour per
week ; 1 class for Mental Praining or Logie and
Rhetorie, 4 hours per week 5 1 for Moral Philoso-
phy, 5 hours a week ; 1 for General tlistory, with
Clironology and Geography, 6 hours; 1 for Bib-
lical Criticiem, 2 hours; 1 for Ecelesiastical His-
tory, 2 hours ; 2 classes for Divinity, 4 hours and
3 hours a week—besides 2 hours werkly—one
being devoted to Pastoral Thealogy, and the other
to Puipit Seripture Readings.

‘T'he junior Latin and the junior Greek classes,
were conducted by Mr. Gale, besides some loa-
sons in Elocution, and a course of instruction in
Latin composition not enumerated among the
foregoing classes, in addition to his duties in the
Academy. The 2ad Latin and the Qud and 3rd
Greek classes were conducted by Mr. Bsson, who
also conducted the General History, Chronology,
and Ceography classes, the Moral Philosophy
clags, and in addidon, a class for Bible Training,
2 hours a week  The Mental ‘Fraining or Logic
and Rhetoric by Mr. Lyall, and the 3rd Latin;
he also conducted the 2ad Greek class for a part
of the Session The Hebrew classes, and that
for Biblical eriticism, by Mr. Rintoul. The
Church History by Dr. Bums, and the Divinity
classes and that for Pulpit Readings, by Dr.
Willia. :

It will also be satisfactory to the Synod to have
the “testimony of the parties more immediately
engaged in the work of Instruction, both as to the
course of study in its leading departments, and as
to the spirit and deporiment and proficicncy of the
Studenta.  This the Committee is enabled to sub-
mit, having, on request, been furnished with the
followiny statements of the Professors, respecting
the principal classes.

(‘These may be given in a subsequent number
of the Record.)

In connection with these statements, as to the
practical working of the Institution, the Commit-
tec deem it incumbent on them to press on the
attention of the Synod the importance of now
laying down in detail, and fixing authoritatively,
some weli considered and some well defined out-
line of the course of study to be pursued in Knox’s

College.and of establishing astandard of att t

t mand matenal modifications of any present plans,

however carefully arranged they moy be; and
t this considerationmay well dictate caution, cspeca-
1 ally m regard to the fonn of any charter or -
corporating act that may be sought from the civit
authorities.  But there )3 notlng jn al) this 10 yee
quire or justify further delay of the mecasures re-
feered tos and the Cominittee would reiterate
their conviction, that to allow the Institution to
remain any longer in the pregcent provisional and
undefined footing, would prove most injurious to
its cfficiency, if not perilous in the extreme.

In disposing of these important mntters, the
Synod will no doubt see it to be nccessary 1o ex-
amine the general character and provisions of the
statute which has been recently passed by the
Provincial Legislature for modifying the charter
of King’s College,in order to ascertain how far
we may avail ourselves of the Educational advan-
tagea presented by that Public Institute for the
benefit of our Students and for lightening the bur.
den of the Church.  And it may be regarded us
a happy circumctance, that we are no longer
called upon to decide on the form and extent of
onr own Educational provision, in_uncertainty as
to the precise character which the Provinaial Unis
versity would assume. T'he decisions of - the Sy-
nod on these gubjects will also involve a careful
reference to the subordinate Educational Institu.
tions throughout the country, as to their adapta-
tion and general acceptability o the classen of
young men from which we mayexpect ovr Theo-
logical clasces principally to derive their Students.

In forming a true estimate both of the Provin-
cial Univensity, and of the subordinate Scheols of
the country, as available for our purposes, it is of
the utmost importance that the Synod do not sa-
tisly themselves with a mere reference to, or
judgment of the gencral efficiency of these Insti-
tutions. They may be cfficient for the general
purposes of the community, and yet very imper-
feetly adapted to the character and circumsiances
of the great majority of those who are likely to
become candidates for admission to our Theologi-
cal course, and incapable of affording them some
of the most important advantages for the peculiar
preliminary training they requite. It need hardly
be remarked, that the religious clement which 13
so vitally influential for youth, intellectually and
morally, in all education, and so pre-eminently
indispensable at all stages, in the training of those
who are looking forward to the work of the minis«
try, does not vigorously prevail, and isnot, we fear,
likely to do =0 in the general cducational institutions
of the country, cither clementary or other,—a de-
fect which, so far as it exists, renders it most de-
sirable that our Students should, if ‘possible, be
placed under more favourable training from the
very ¢ ient of their Literery and Philo~

to be required of Students, in order to their admis-

sion as Students, and to cnable them to pass from

one atage of the course toanother. It was perhaps
hardly practicable to-have done so at an earlier
stage in the progress of our still infant Institution ;
and although the want of such fixed arrangements,

‘with no small degree of inconvenience and disad-

vantage to ail the parties more immediately con-
cerned, yet it is the less to be regretted, innemuch
as the tentatory processes which have been going
on during the past Sessions, and the actual expe-
rience which has been acquired of  the difficultics
to be surmounted, and of the ¢vils to be eachcwed

sophical Education. But, besidea this considera~
tion, it must be borne in mind, that the dulk of
our Students, hitherto, has been made up of young
men advanced beyond the years and thoughtiess-
ness of boyhood, whose hearts the Lord has touch-
ed and animated, with g Jesire to dedicate them-
selves to His own immediate service in the Gos-
pel; and who, defective as they may be in the
most elementary branches, yet,bringing with them
to their work & maturity -of mind and srdoar of
spirit, which find no very suitable place, nor-any
adcquate encouragement and ecope in-ordinary
echools, however well adapted 10 their porpose —




