78

Thc Canavian Presuptevian FAagazine.

[:Not‘o

. - T O

THI BLESSING.

Ttis-suprising how little we know of-lsane, in eomparizon with his
father and #on e makes no sy in the world s po-naise; he exertezno
emetion,  We ondv cateh ghmpses of hun gow mnd then, sufficient to
emhle us ta reeamnize him-ne 2 dutiful son 1o his fagher, a loving son-to
Ris mother, an affictionate and wnorions hesband, a partal-father, and a
piony but-wenk old-man. e sceldom speake.  He wants foree of-char-
aeter: and soon subsides into an mstrment m-the handa of others, who
use him for their own purpeseg, It g3 the desting oftsuch 1o be acted
upan, rather thanzte acy upon othiers.  So we never meet-with 1sate-in
pusitive and decigive action 3 bt commonly find himcin some watra-
nental_position or other.  He seems to have also heen-of nowenkly con-
gtitution.  We read of mfirmity or illneet i none of the ather patnarchs,
till they eame to their deathebeds s but-at an aze far short of that which
his father, and even-his son, attuned, we find inm blind-and feedle, cone
fined to his bed, and expectedto die.

By far the-most-important-and mozt fally recorded incident of hus lifo
occurs-while-he is in this condition ; and-as thus the fullest -picture of
him is-given,

«Inage and fechleness oxtreme,”

wo perhaps derive therefrom an impression of his character, different
from that which might have been entertained, had we been-permitted-to
Dehald him as distinetly in the prime and vigor of hix days.  We wonld
suppose that the quict and home-staying Jaceh was more likely to ben
favourite-with suchn fatherthan the rovgh, baisternns, and-rambling
Esae. But wo constantly observe that persons manifest the-greatest
Yiking-for those whose character znd hahitd are least similar to their own.
Eeaay, and not Jacoh, was-tho-favorite of Tsuae  Believing death to be
near, he privately desired thiz beloved son 1o procure him, by his hunt-
ing, somo food, such as ho was particatarly-fond of, that after partaking
of it, he may -bestow on him the paternal benedietion, This it over-
heard hy Rebekah, whose skilful cunning contrives to pass off Jacab
upon him for -Esau ; and thug the blind old patriarch ig-led-to-believe
that he is_invokin: blessings-upon his-elder son, when-it isin fact-the
younger whom -he addresscs,  The details of -this scenc of unprincipled
deception—the more shoeking from-such-advantage being taken-of the
infirmitics of a father—are familiarto-the reader, and-we-may gladly ba
spared following the-particulars which-the Scriptures necessarily, for the
coherence of-the_narrative, relates. By sparina-ourselves:this_pain and
rogret, we obtain room for a fow observations on some remarkable cir-
cumstances in the_nerrative.

It is the mother who suggestathe device, and who, in fact, seeks to
ease the alarm of Jacob's eonscience by taking -all the consequences upon
herself. It is quite possible that she -thought she was doing-a duty.
Knowing that the blessing Tsaac was aboit to bestow on Eean-belonged,
in the purposes of God, to Jacob, and-was hisaleo as aportion of-his pur-
chased birthright, she ight easily conceive that she-was- preventing a
wrong—was -only doing-evil that good might-come. It was ¢ a pions
frand 3" and when we consider how dubions great anthoriticsa-favored
with all -the light of Chiistian morality and docirine—have heen on-the
subject of such trauds, we_need not too greatly wonder that-Rebekah and
JIacob-iniled to see the path-of right and duty-clearly. It-appears to us
that Rebekah felt all to be right—both-means and end; and that-Jacob
thonght the end to be right, but was staggered at the means; until bis
mather succeeded_in soothing, if notin extingnishing, his alarms.  Jacob
was, however, not a child.  He waw fully forty yeart of age, and-very
well capable -of exercising_an independent judgment in a maner which
concerned him so neatly.  All the responecbility of the transaction can-
not he shifted-to the mother, willing as she was to take it npon her.

Rebekah, with anly a-kid, prepnres for Isaac * savory meat,” intended
to-be passed upon him—and which- does pass- npon him—for the very
eame that he loved, and desired ns the produce of E<au’s hunting. How
35 it that- he, the passessor of numerous flocks, should: depend-upon-his
sow’s hunting for & feast,which might thna easily be prepared-to his lik-ng
with his_own kids? And what kind of game might that be, for which
the flesh of #%id conld _be taken?  Tn answer to thie, it suffices to refer
to a former statement—that an-animal-from-the flocks or herds is rarely
killed and eaten, srve to- entertain a steanger ; and the possessors of un-
told herds and flocks would deem it-unheard-nf-extravagance to slay.an
animal-to sapply a eal for himself  Hence tha:Taraelites, with all their
caitle, in the wilderness groaned for the taste of flesh, and had 10 he supplied
with_game hy miracle. Particular ohjections is also felt 10-the slanghter
of young animals, regard-bring had:te the.value to which they will grow
il mffered toive.  In fact, thivis tegarded. amang pacroral people-in the
same point of view, as-thatin which:living upon a-eapital” is regarded in
this commercial country.  Thuga-stray wild animal, or bit-of game, is
as highly prized and as-eagerly sought-afier by them as by anv people.
Tumay thus appear-that Taase, at a-hanidred years old, searcely knew_the
tasie of Kid'a flesh.  Or if he did, the flesh of-a kid i not unlike that of
a young gavelle, and, prepareil in the way-1hat hoth are usvally dreseed
in the-East, might-¢asily ‘be.uken for onc, i )

Eeat must_have been a forinidahly -haicy. person—for, that Jncob may
pase for Esv, in case Isanc should-ferl him, the rkin of the kid is piaced
by Rebekah upon hie hande and * the amoorA-of his neck.” [ he wern
thus eqnipped 10 resemble Eawu’s -snoothnems, what must-Fean’s roughs
wesahave been?  The smooth of hie neck, howes

The smooth of his neck, however, means the part not
_qevered by the beard.  There ja mo dowbt that Esaw's hairiness ‘was very

extraordinary—he being, cvea at birth, described a3 if invested all over -

wth a hary gument. Thee is, however, perhape no animal whose skin
might be ~o0 castly teken for that-ofa very hiury man.as the skin of.a kid,
It i< well kpown that the long-sitky bair of the Angora gont was dsed
among the Romans as an qetficinl succednvenm for human haie.  Wigs
made of Angora moal's hair are nienttoned by the Roman snviriet Mare
pal  Beordes, 1t 1210 be bopne in mind that the senses of lsage appear
to have-become obtuse with-age, wlich had produced the-failure of his
sipht,

Tt i an intere-ting fact, that Jacob wae elad in.a dress of Esau's, which,
notwithusndmg-tha: he had zeveral wives, and therefore a-home of-his
own, s wother had-in her-charge,  ‘I'he object seems to have been, that
the fresh smell, which the garments had imbibed from the hends of the
field, nught asaat the deception.  Tsane expresdy alludes to jt,—* Behold,
the smetl of my-son is the-smell of 2 field which the'Lord hath hlessed.”
Some thinke the zarments were-petfumed,—but if ~o, this could not have
been distinctive of Beag.  O:hers apprehend that the odor was that pecu-
linr one which-the-dres« of a hnter contracts, fram-his handhng the.+kins
and furs of agimals, But, it is surely enough to-supp-se, that the
fragrance of Fsau’s-garments proceeded from the hetbs and flowers of the
field, his constant abode, Ancient writers concur-with modern travellers,
in spenking-with delight of the aromztic odor of the Syro-Arabian mea-
dows and plaine. ‘The natural odors of Lebanon are frequently-mentioned
in-the sacred Scriptures. i

Tt is remmkably trie that every scene of deception, however well
planned and srustically “maoaged, fils in some point or other. ‘The
ordinaty reading or experience of every one will supply examples of this,
So, in the present inctance, wiile-Rebekali and Jacob- had-so-carefully
dreauised the outward-man of the latter, the necessity of disguiing the
voice had been wholly overlookéd. Thiasingle -oversight had nearly
exploded the entire plot. The suspicions of Isane were violently
awakened at hearing & voice, which he recoguized as-that of Jacob,
speaking in-the person of Exat. At the-firstsound -of that voice-he aske,
« Who art-thes, my:zson 1 and-still not eatisfied with the assurance, 1
am Esau, thy first- born, he -says, ¢ Come-near, [-pray-thee, that Imay
feel thee,my son, whether thon be really my son Esan ornot”  An
alarming toment was-that for-the deceiver—a moment of agony, almost
a sufficient punishment for his crime, when his-father passed his hands
over himn. “T‘he voice,” said-the -old man, **is thie voice of Jacoh, bit
the-liand« are the hands of Beau.”  Dut he was sarisfied ;-the feel of the
hands and fresh amell- of the rniment prevai'ed over the misgiving-which
lhc;:'nice’llﬂd'uwakéned s=-and the much-desired blessing was bestowed,
—Kitlo.

RELIGION PREFERABLE TO INFIDELITY, EVEN FOR
THE PRESENT LIFE. o

When the unbelieving and-worldly-nllege or imagine that a_religious
life-consiats of nothing ‘but self-denial, aud-penance, and mortification,
anil whatever else is vexing for the flesh and wearisome -for 1he epirit,
they -make the charge on the-ignorant-presumption, that there can be.no
pleasures but those which gratfy them—iheir balle, and routes, and theas
tres, and ganbling, and debauchery ; and when they see the saints-ub-
stainiag from -such things, they-affect to pity them, a8 if_they could have
nothing clse in which is possible to find delight, But what signifies it, in
forming a judgment-in this-matter, though their-depraved niinds canaot
comprehend how there can be any pleasure-in life, in_the_absence of such
induigences? And what signifies it, though they wander and stare in ine
credulity, at any one maying, thiat he finds a-wide field of enjoyment-in the
exerciees of religion?  When-the €nquiry respects-a-man'a-huppiness,
the questicn is not, whether he be poseresed -of what_ graufies you ? bat
whether he be-posséssed of pleasures which gratify him, as much ae yours
geatify youl  Accordingly, though the Christisn is #hut up from many
things in-which the worldiing revels, he is admitted 10 other plearures in
their-siead, which are:as gratfying to his regenerated tusie, as are 1hoee
of the natural-man to his depraved and vitiated taete. When the one
chaunts with giee_his loose or bacchanalian -vong, in-the mids: of his dis-
sipated companions ;-the other may, withas joyous fecling, I ween, be
singing a hymn _in praise of his Redeemer;in company with brethren ran-
comed from the world’s follies and sins.  When the one is-away to-the
racescourse to delight-himself with its crueltien, is it difficult 10 concrive of
the otlver_being-as pleatantly engaged in v.siting the abodes of indigence,
and witnessing- the happiness which his alms-giving communicates 1—
When the one at the theaire enjoys-the-scraic represeutations-ct some
blocly murder ;- may not the other be na-pleasamily occupied by some
deathe-bed; inwinistering the-trivaiphs of Feith 10 asoul about to pase inte
eternity 1 And-when the one lies on_his -bed and- delights- hiinself with
the fancy-of that spleadour and~high station in the world, to-which, by
he_success of his speculations, e hopes to attain; the atlier may be surely
as joyous in the anticipstion-of that tinic when he shall be-raised-10-a
_principality-in-the kingdom of God. 1t ie thue that-the Christian-neither
+hates, nor desires 10 liare,_the enjoyment of-the-pleasnres-of the world-
ling. but pesscrees others, which, in.their sweeiners and digaity, far-more
than compensate for them. ) .

Although, then, religion-had demanded ofite disciples the surrender-of
much that is nateratly and- truly pleasarable, yet they would huve had
no ground of complaint, since it opens up for them 90 many other.svaices
of enjoyment. But when prolane men ate accustomed -to mock -at:the

—superstitiovs weakness and cowardice which rebmit 10 eo-many restrio-

~tions, we cleim-that they-state-with some precision aad particalarity-what



