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b CHINESE QUESTION IN THE
UNITED STATES AND IN
CANADA,

have s Chinesy Question” nrising and coming
B front in Canada, but so far neither our legls
mor the genemal public appear to havo realized
. For three years tho publlo maird has bevn
od with olhczr matters that this has escaped
5; Lot tho timo fe fast appteaching when [t
ppel our best regarde, and not with any gentle
op, cither, but with tho hard hnocka of un.
expericnce  In 197¢ we were occupled with
ful ¢lectlon, to tho comparative cxclusion of
Bblic fosues.  Soon aftur tho openlng of 1878
¢ Netlenal Pollcy ; and over ltw operation aod
we were busy wiangling away until near the
188v. Thea the Paclilc Rallway question
I the front as tho great Issue of tho day, sad i
to bo the atsorbing topic of pullic dircussion
o time to come. Durlog ull this time a
8 question haw been growing upon as, in the
Pravince, but we have beca 100 much occupied
bet matters to notice it.  Weo had bettor notice
and give ouc attentlon to I, othermlsy some
pleasant teralnders of our neglect may follow,
wa aro sleeplog over onr Cllneso questlon, our
are wido awako and brioging theirs to o
et.  Farly In tho present month Uenersl
aod Mr. ‘larscory, American Comumissloners,
d been aent to Chioa to negotiate, along with
the American Mloleter realdent there, a
paty, aczlved at San Francleco, bringing with
Bhe araft of what had been agreed upoo; and
B ¢wo wecks ago the treaty and suppiementary
’ connected thorewith were lald Lofore the
o Wuhington. ‘These documenta Include »
of the ncgotlations from the firet day of
Jast, when the represemtatives of the two
eats met [n Pekin and exchanged full powers,
departare of the two Amcrican Comminsion.
botae, On tho 13th of that month, aftera
of talk amd writtea comtmunication had
the American Commlesloners Jand before the
P representatives the followlng mioute of sach
of exiating treatice a8 wag  thought
to secure tho oljuct of the missfon 1=
One=The United Ftales of Americs and the
B of Chioa recoRnite thd mulusl bedefit whleh results
oper [nteteours, of the citivens and subjects of
» and, in order to encoursge such Intercourse
¢ two countries, agree that cltizens nf the United
Hog or residing o Chira, and subjects of China
residiog In the Unlted States, for the purpote of
ot tswnporaty residence fur the prosecutionof
dy ot curiosity, shall enjoy in the respective
#il \be rights, privileges, Jnaunitles and cgémp.
Sre granted by elther country Lo 1bo citisensand
the moet favored oatioar,
B0 ~\Whenover, in the oplnion of the Gorvery-
Ualted States, the comlog of Chinese laborets Lo
Btates, or thelt residence thereln, affects of
affeot the laterest of that country, or to endan.
srder of the sald country,or of any locallty
Wrritory thereof, the Government of the Unlied
regulate, Holt. anepead or probibit such comleg
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of pesdenee, WfAer giving tircely notics of such regulatiog,
liruitation, smagorns; ot srotubitien b tho overcment of
Clira . atd the worde “ Chines falwtaga®™ apelierein ase
tosigoify Allimm ration mhoz thon tbot forteacbitg, trade,
travel, stady and conosity herelun foro geferred to, and
auth: ricel ard prostled £ 1 1o evindng trcntion,

CArnel Tiree ~Butitan dietinetly underatined letwéen
the contracting papriea thet a1l Chanese #abiectan whey, uteler

Lo falth of extstlog treatlas, hoase gupe fnte of are Low
resldicgin (e Urited SMates anall ba wuaractecs all the
pratecty o, nalts, dwmunkies and cxenpiione to nhicl they
Ar¢ Low entitled under the previaion of suld treaties,”
Proma the e xpanonce of the Anieriean toycntnent i
dealing with the Chiuce, v may doarn something
that wmay ke ueeful ta ouesclves, nud, theeddors, wo
ok thnt a Lricf account of what yassed gy be of
interost hero s wall as i the Mates An the 23ed o
Cutolar ahiothur interchw toekh plue gt whivh ther
wax n fall diwusalon ap the tofegolne proiect £
treats, andot 4 mogomnduta pooecnted by the Clifnce
Thure wore theee polnts of
ditfetctine The Chlusse Commlewonegs f’r"l""”‘-’ that
tho treaty shoutd i pdy wndty Lo Chluese famigeation
into Callfurnia, that the Himtation sbioxg & apply only
to the ontry of sui immigrants, and should pot fine
pree pepaltles or dimalilities of any kind, and that
artlzans shionld not e fncjuded in the olass ot Laml.
goants pobitited  The tult of this interviuyw was
reudad by the Ataezrcun Cotnmiasfouces ne satisfac.
tory.  On the 31t of October, the Chilnese Connidp.
sfonera subtuitted a prop- t for w treaty In belef ne
follovn we

< Firato=Tho United Staters to limlt, bat not ,robibit, the
cotry of Chiuese immigratts into Califorola porte, onls such
jromipranta to be ineluded jn the limltatlon a2 shoold Le
actaal liborera; no dinabllity of aoy hind to be lloposel
upon such laborers, and regulations to be of ruch & uatore
otly an to hloder the cotry of such laborers,

** Sevond,—=Clinere laborera to be accorded fres entey into
all parta of the Usnited States except Californla: all other
clausamtonchets, students, travellers, traders or artlians—
to be allowed feve ontey lnto Califorula, aa well as other
Seates, nnd all Chinesre laburers now ta Catifornia to 1 pro-
tected and not incladed {o fimitations

* TAind. =~ ALIChinero laborera s rmanently or temporarily
rerlding in Callfornis to be protected, and tho Ubite] Rlates
to'exert all its power to tecure to thm the rame privilexes,
funwsities and exeraplions that sre enjored by the citizens
or sutfests of the ot favored pation.'

* Fowrth=Timitions placed upon Immigratinn of Chirege
laborers Lo Le temporazy in their natute; thonumberof
{mmmlgrants allowed not tobe excernvely small,nor the term
of years excenrively long; ;ho limltations to apply enly to
Chineso laborers ewployed by American ¢ltizens.

Fuit=Drovides tbat regalstions shall bo sulmitted o the
Chinero Joscemunieat foriteapproval
Sonie of the proposdtions contained tn this project
the Amerioun Commisslonern decided to be entlrely
inudmlssible, sud on the 2nd of November they aud-
mitted a tzeaty projoct of thele own, wrhich, fn cvery
casentinl particular, was finally embodied In the treaty
signel on the Sth of November  The only conceselon
ade by e Amerleats Commiladoner va<to sabatitute
the phranc: «'The Governtnent of the Unital States
may regulate, Himit or steapend suchi coming,” ete, for
«The Governtnent of the United Staten may prohibit,”
ote. In zetumn for thie, the Cluneso overnment con.
coden to the Unitod States the tizht to ueo (ta owp
discretion s to what regulations shall bo mmade within
tho prosisions of the treaty  Much Interest attaches,
aleo, to that part of tho treaty which Jdeals with cons.
merclal relations between the two countrics; and,
accopdiog 10 the Amctionn Cominlssioners, two polats
have beenu galnod, namely c—

* First.~It saker the Imperial Goverament dirvetly rospons
#ible for soy maladoinistestionof the Chiness wostoms laws
and regulationr
** Seeond.~Tt tende to dimfoleb the power of provinelal
oficers, and Increases that of the Teperial Uovernment, tn
the sdmiclatration of the customs {aws. Thess concessions
obtalned o the Giest article of the treaty woald not bare beon
secured had it not been forthennziety of the Chicese Gon o, »
ment to bute an additional artlsle adopted prohibiting the
trafofnoplam, Thers are stlll other questions relatlng 10
commerclal jotercourse betweea the United Bistes which
remsin onsetiled, sod which are the sudlects of discursion
at the present time botween tbo Chineso Uoverament and the
represontatives of the various treaty.muking powers i
Chloa. The prineipal subjeet ot discussion now remalolog iy
that of Id Kin tazation, lacludiogtbo system of translt passes
and kiodred tegulations. Tbe Chinese Uorerdment scems
dlspose] tomecept the rule that the fmport duty, ooes pald
at the port of entry, shall protect forelgu [mportations From
eny other dutesin the faterivr, no matter where the goods
may boaent, There lsa wide difforencs betwcen tha Chinere
Qorernment and the representatives cfthe foreigm powersio
what the amoust of such datics ehall be,”

The Hew York Tebune saya thal in the reput of A
confereaco Letween Se Tnowan Wans, the Difidsl
Minlster, and the Cbhlneac authorities, heid on the
13th of November, tho Dritleh representalive waa
pressed Lo indleato what was the ultaost incresse of
tariff duty that forelan representatives might consent
should bo Jrposed, 1lo replied that taking the
tariff duty and tho half duly at & rate of one-hali of 3
pee centy or, at tho most, of 1 per cent, would
bo regarded sa a very llberal concesdlon.  An

addition «of ocoehall, of 1 per cont wonld have
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priven in 1879, & total of 35209677 tacls, of 1 jut
cent 3% o0, The Chiyese Alinisters wero cone
f.dent that thls arrangrraent would not be < ytisfactory
1o tho Provinoal Uovemnments, and al not that Iy
would fail of ftn «n). In wemo provinecs, at thia
time the LI Kin «quatled tlece tanl jasments , that
It w3y, dncluding the tanfl, Imports pald 29 pur
cent, I other providies thry Jaid 15 per cent,
Finally, tha Chluswe Miniaters expresssd the belief
tLnt 12} por cont was th~ minimum that would ralinrfy
the provivces. A Trlune cotrespondent was assured
by & Nepator that the traty would undoultedly be
ratiled, and he made thi  significant addition=—thiat
oo after ratitication a Ll would be fotreduced,
liratting Chine~e jmmizration In accondan~e with the
Eew treaty, Ouar adglbora wiMl Joswe no tinoe in
acting upon the freedoin from the obligations of the
old trealy whivh thiy Lave just xeined, after mu.h
and weatirene « hageling®™ with tho diplomatista of
the Flowery jand  Unoof the Commi<aloners, It may
te mentienad, de fea the popott that the Chineso toct
tho American negotlators half way, and «ays that the
points demauded by hunm If and colleagues wers only
gatnvd Ly preastent cfforta  Ax for the prevaillng
publle opinten outelde of Copgress, ot f< o tie eftect,
not that the teeaty givea 100 much power to the
Amerlcun Govetnment to Hmalt or to slep Chincse
fmmigeation, Lut that it 13 no' rudlciently detinlto on
this point and Jdavs not go far enough  The fecling
among Califuratans Is ndicatel fn the following
deapatch from Washington —-

" The Califemia delegatlon in Corgrees {o d viled in
opinlon ar to the racrits of the propored new Chiuewo treaty,
The Democratic members from the Paclfic € cact, Lonever,
are unlted in theiz oppoutiva to it, aod ecem dispored to
oppore the treaty from parting groacds.  They Jdo nut wish
to bave {t appear that any braneh of the Republican Admin.
letration ¢an do anytbing to rettle the Chanere question lna
manoer that rlall bo 2atisfactory to the Vacific Coaet. It
nppears ale that Repablican Coogremssaen frum the Pacifie
Coatt aro not wholly ih fasur of the measure. They fwint ¢y
whatthes conrlder two defesty ia 4] fitst, the possible con-
straction of the word ** laborers ™' . sneand, the fact that the
treaty incfeet penmils tho pataralicatiou of the Chineas
Thoe worl *labsrers,” 88 ared o tle treaty, rome oi the
Republiont membera from the edatl sy, {s notsatierently
speeific, and it taight be 20 constirued an to give pise to i
undesstandiog ot to defeat the real object of the treaty.””

Amonz public men of the first mnk in tho Talted
St no o0 has tahen voconapicuousn stand against
CLinowe Immigration as Me Diaine, Cutrent tumor
saya that ho will almost certainly e Seeretary of Stato
fn the new Admfnfsteation, and, rhould this prove
truc, wo may depend upon it tha! the powers of
limitatlon or proliibition will be rxereled to the
utmori verge that tho letter of the treaty allowa,
Nouw, Las this smportast chasge in ‘merican policy,
with regard to Chincso fmmigration, no beurlng nt all
on the sme question with ourselves? We belleve
tlat §t has & very fupottant beanng indeed on the
Clincw question In Britlslh Colowmbla, and that no
rery loog 1imo will bo required to deinonstrato the
fact. Tho Smcrlean Government has been taking
steps L0 eocure & new treaty with China iot the ex.
press purposo of getting vid of the dimagrecable obil
gations of the old troaty, under which Chinamen Liad
tho privllege of coming lnto tho States In numbers
golimited. Tho cfort hat Levn successful, and no
tUmo wlll be lost In making use to tho foll of the
powers of limitation, or even probibition, which the
now treaty confere, Theso belog the clrcumltan«-:,
what would any reasonable man cxpeet Lo follow?
Thie, without doubt: that the tide of Chiuces immi.
gratlon, turned back frem tho Unlted States, will
beylin to flow In upon Canads, at & tato to which our
experlence of the last fow y ars will bear no com-
patison. Shut out from Callfoinla, tho Calcatials,
st l{ko grasshoppers for multitude,” wiil pour their tons
or even hundreds of thousande into Biitlah Columbia,

This is no mere bugbear of the Imagiration, bLug
sonething that our cool cOMMON sense must regand as
& reslity near at band, ff we do not tako ¢fBefent inea.
sures of provestion. Further, tho Lullding of our
grest national iallway, avd tho cxpected Irapetus to
the development of the Dacifie Proviace In conses
quence, wHi be liko n loadstone to draw armles of
Chinamen to our sbores, It will Lo enid Ly some
amongrt Us~let them como; we sball then lave
plenty of cheap labor te Luild the mllwey, The
reply fs, and should be, that we do not want cheap
Iator, and 1hat cheap labor, trith wotkmen living on
a miterablo pittance, In & curse (o any civillead
conntry. A country whero labor {s clieap may bo a
parsdise for o few rich men, but we want to make this
& deslmble couutry for tho massces of the peoplo to
lve In. In proportion as high wages and w hizh
standard of llving are raaintalned in any conntey, in
Just such proportion s the [deal of & peefoct State and
a truly cleilited peoplo realised. MilMona of mjagp.

alle toilera, kept down with tucle nosca to the grind.
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Mole, and oficered by a smaall clasg of wealthy
cducit-d men, do not coastituts & perfoct Hiate) Do
da they, In the proper senee of the termy, conatitule
civillzed commualty at all. Compared with what
0Pl clalming to I» elvilized cught to be, they are
in 4 condition of urtan Latkatlam—the batbarism 01
the clty, which la scarcelv any more destrable than
that of the forent or tho praltle. The cbectlors
which thix positlon suggeste arc vbviond enough, and
they are planslile, too; Lut the show they meke s
vpon the surfics mescly. Unlesa we have chéap
labor, it will 1o eald, fatewell to ail one deeams of
manutactuelng fot forelgn markete.  The reply lo
nhich {5 that we had taitee not decam too much of
manufacluring for foreln matkets, ex-ept in & few
aprclaltive,  If the uxlsteves amongst us of & vretth.
olly paid and overworked factory operative class be a
necessary condltlon ot oue having n latgo forcign
custem for factory producta, then, wo ray, fav Intver
that ne - Lould manuvlacture for oursclves only, apd
malntsio & high aversge atatus of comfort ani char-
acter to,othier [n our comanufty. “Beid r fifty years
of Europo than a cvele of Cathay,” says tha pout
Better five or ten millicne of fatelligent Canadian
freemen, than fiity wlillons eunk down to a lavcl
sppeoximatiog to that of Chinamen  Aund lod us hot
fail to grasp thia tenth, that any great fnflag of Chi.
nsse atnonget us would fufalltbly lower tho gemeral
I-rel ot the community, and that most aceiously, The
nrege pecttnfacy lo<t to our working poople, through
the. lowerlog of woges, would not bo the only or
even the principat vl Tlicre would be, o2sldes, the
greater ovil ot o lowerlng of the chamcter aut
morale oF vur whole working <lass—tha Jetetlomation
of the avera o min amongat u!;-:l roocerd exactly the
reverse of the develepient of snan on the Dacwinlan
theotv.  We want no such Lachwanl departure from
civdlzation and progress; and thereiore we want ne
Cinticwe amongat us to lower oue gunceal chanktsr
and standing ax s community. Again, 1t may be rald

You condemn urban bitbariem, but y et youl are seck-
foge. throngh Protection to hione manufictures, to
devedop thic very thing it i« Infinitdly moro desim.
ble that ve should Lo a natlon of Indepiendent tacmers
andd awniera of the stl, than a nation of fetory oper.
ativer  Trua cnough. waadialt  Of the two allerna.
tives, the formet §s tho be*ter 0o by oll olda. But
weare hot pinned down to anv such alterative. We
are 8o Lappily eftuated as to have St within our power
todovclop that desimble comlination of Loth oon-
ditiony, with eufiiclent vaclety of eniploymeot
to sat ell  fodividoal  adaptations ; In other
wotds, o rightly diziled wnd well proporhioned
cotnmunity . Picturen have been dmwn of Canadian
cities and factors towns, dunecly eopled with
pootly-pabt opemtives, and in & condition resem.
Ming that of sorae towns In the old country, whera
social phenomenn of the mest unwelcomo kind drive
statevmen  and piulamllaropms to thelr wits enqd.
Bnt, to show how vimonary all such appechengdons
ure, let ux sappose a cote, Dl us anppoes thes
manofactures in Canada had reached the point of
»upphivg nll our own conrumption of articlos pro-
ducad {n mille, factotice and workehops of all kinds.
Would tho juass of ofwrutives congregnted fn those
cstablishments bear any very alammlog proportion %o
that of the whole population? We knuw that cven
then it wouldnot, In fact Freoe Traders moke thls ons
of thelr points—that with any poasible development
of reanufactures I Conada, tho number of persons
¢mployed in themy must Lie vory limited lndoed: (v
compared with the whole population. Where they
go wrong is, in not taking ot account the fur
gronter nnmber of persons to whom  bome
mauvisctires In proeperous conditlon bring cmploy-
ment Indirectly; a considemtion to 1o full fus-
tice to  which would require volumes And
let it bo boted that those to whom fattories bring
fodfrect employment need aot be, except 17om chofce,
sflicted with any of thoso peculiar cvile, Ul 0 dovelop.
ment of which has been charged upon factory life.
Agaln, the caso of & people of whom only onc-tentty
aro direclly cmployed in mills and tactories, Is materi-
ally diffetent from that of another people, of vhow
halfor tnoro are eo employed.  Not only it the care
different as regards the averaye of tho wholo mass, dnt
the caro of the lactory operatives themaclves is differ-
ent. Belog companatively few In oumber, and Yrlng
amneng the far larzer maed of people of qther occupa-
tions, they take on more of the desirablo averags
character than would bo the care wero thelr numbers
In excess.  Wo come to this practical conclusion, that
under no circnmatances ¢an the number of factory
operatives in Canada Increaso beyond what ig neces.
sary to give sufficlent varicty of employment within
outr own borders, and to maintaln a happy balsce

of occupatlons in the communitpaagricultomt,
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