
Thie ]7 ir.ç/ Uu1ion.

hear the discussions, that they mnighit bc botter qualified to judgre of tlie 1nierits
of tlie proposed union; and sucli w'as the aîîxicty of the Conference that
ail vliigs should be donec opeffly, and thlat die îIeilibers of tlie Cliurch sliould
be fully inforined of ail Points iii the sceîueie, t1lat thie layinen wvere freely
admiitteci into dihe Cunfèereîîce-rooni-cofltrarqiy to the usual. piitctice of the
Con ferm.ce at tliat p)eriod-diiriing, the w'hIoieý time iii wichi the question
of Union wvas under discussion.

O)n thle first day of the Session tie President of the Mlissionary B3oard
laid before the Conférence tlie corýresp)oideiice whichi had taken place bctween
thie B3oard and tlue El"ish -Missioniary Comm21ittee. Thie correspondence was
read, and referred to a Comnnittee of niie, chiosen by ballot, consisting of
lievs. John iRyerson, Jamnes Richardson, (now Bishop of the M. E. Chur-cli in
Canadla), WVyatt Chamiberlain, Frakli i n Meteal Iè, Egertonl Iyerson, P. Smith~,
(late Bishiop of the M. E. Cliurch iii Canada), Williami lyerson, T. Ma,.dden,
and W. Brown. After a, consideration of thie question, wvhichi continued
tili the fourth day, tie Conmittee presenited thecir Rleport, in the form
of a Pi-camnble and Ilesolutions, recomniendingy a, Union, on certain terims, withl
thie Dnglisli Conférence. Thie Contèrenice inmecdiately took up the 1port
and after a full discussion of' ail the points involvcd, the liesolutions Werce
adopteci by a very largre majority. There was ojie Resolution wvhichi, as
it invýolvedj the reliîîquislîiiîî of' Episcopacy, requtired the sanction of the
Gencral C onfèreiice before it could become law. Accordinigly, the Plreb-idlent
wvas re(1uested to eall a Session of the Gomîra1 Confèerence, whiich be did,
naingnc six o'clock of the tèllowving ModmyIoraing as the tinie of ineet-

It niay be necessary liere to explain. the différence between the Annual
and die General Conference. Thle ..dmu' Conférence wvas composed of
ail Travelliing iheachiers who liad tr,.nelleýd liro years, and Lad been received
into full connexion; the Gcncicti Con lèrenýice was composed of ail Travelling
Preachers wvho hiad travelled four years, and been ordained Biders. There
were îpreseîIt, homwever, at the IIlowvel Cuîîlèrence, no less than seveniteen
Traxreilimg Preauliers wlio hiad been received into fIl connexion and cecccd to
E1ler's orders, but hiad not been ordaimcd, because there wvas no Bishlop
to ordain tlîen, and the Discipline, at that timie, did not admit of ordination in
any othier xvay. It w~as felt to be a maiffèst injustice th)at these bretin-en
should be excluded fromn the G encrai Colè(renlc o11 thle sole grTound that the
ceremony of ordination hiad not been perforiîned; hience, wvhen the Conference
assembled on the «Monday niorniing, its iirst act wvas to pass as followvs:
<c Resolved,-That the flrst answer to lite second quostion of the third section
of the Discipline be expiwngycd, and the foilow'ingý insertedl in its place: < The
General Conference shall be composcd of ail tie Eiders and ElIders-eleet, whvlo
are miembers of the Annual Coniferenice."' It should bc reinarked that
the admission of these brethiren did uiot affect the final vote> for one. of

* This wvas perfcctly constitutional, because the Discipline of the Church provided that the
General Superiîiteildcnt mighit cail a meceting- of the Geim.aaI Conférence at any time, at the rvquest
of the Annual Conféence.


